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PREFACE 


AT the beginning of November in each year Bristol is reminded 
of its great benefactor, Edward Colston, for the Presidents 
(and helpers) of the Colston Societies enter upon “ the hardest 
but most enjoyable fortnight’s work of their lives ” by canvassing 
early and late for subscriptions for their various societies, so 
that funds may be forthcoming for the many poor annuitants 
depending upon grants from these several societies. 

On November 13th [old style of reckoning, November 2nd], 
Edward Colston’s birthday, sermons are preached in Bristol 
Cathedral and other churches; dinners for the supporters of 
the various societies are held, and are followed by great political 
gatherings of friendly rivals, addressed by eminent politicians. 

During thirty-one years of clerical work in Bristol the present 
writer has read the reports in the Press about Colston, and also 
the whole of the so-called histories and literature in Bristol 
Central Library and elsewhere, the effect being a thorough 
endorsement of the opinion expressed in the leading article 
in The Times Literary Supplement of October 16th, 1919: 
“Samuel Butler often spoke against the sin of biographers, 
which, indeed, is greater than they know. By refusing to tell 
the whole truth, or the most interesting part of it, not only do 
they make their biographies dull, but they mislead and dis- 
courage mankind. The great man, as they present him, has 
attained to a perfection both impossible and insipid ; we despair 
of being like him and do not wish to be like him. . . .” 

His interest in Edward Colston was further quickened by 
the fact that “ The Anchor Society ”—one of the great Colston 
Societies—did him the honour of electing him President for 
1919, but, acting under medical advice, he was obliged through 
unsatisfactory health, to resign that honourable position in 
July, before he had in any way performed the main duties of 
the office. 


PREFACE 


Yet he found himself in a large measure of agreement with a 
sometime Cabinet Minister, to whom at a dinner the toast of 
“The Pious Memory of Edward Colston” was entrusted, and 
who commenced his speech somewhat thus: “ We can all talk 
about Edward Colston, because we Know practically nothing 
about him, but only about his benefactions!” The speaker then 
proceeded to talk for fifteen minutes or so in his own delightful 
style, but mainly upon “the great advantage to Bristol of the 
annual commemoration of its benefactor,” and ended by 
convulsing his audience by the conclusion, “of whom you know 
absolutely next to nothing!” 

So there appears to be room for these pages, embodying 
recent research among the hitherto unpublished records to be 
found in the Exchequer K. R. Port Books [London] and in the 
books of the Royal African Company together with information 
from other sources. In some measure these statistics and 
documents make heavy reading in parts, but they are necessary 
to “reconstruct” the life of Edward Colston and “ to see the 
man.” 

Grateful acknowledgment is hereby made to the writers of 
the various authorities used in addition to the above- 
mentioned, and to all who have so kindly helped. 


H. J. WILKINS. 


REDLAND GREEN, 
BRISTOL. 
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A Chronological Account of the 
Life and Work of Edward Colston 
[1636—1721 A.D.] 


1636 A.D. 


Edward Colston was the eldest child of William and Sarah 
Colston. 

[William Colston was born in 1608 A.D. He was a member 
of a family of ancient lineage (see Phelp’s History of Somerset- 
shive, Gwillim’s Heraldry, Garrard’s and Tovey’s Life of Edward 
Colston, etc.), and which had a long and honourable business 
connection with Bristol, while its members held the highest 
civic offices. William Colston, apprenticed to Robert Aldworth, 
became a freeman of Bristol and one of its leading merchants. 
In 1634 he was admitted a member of the Incorporated Society 
of Merchant Venturers and in 1643 became a Governor. The 
same year he became Treasurer of Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, 
and retained that post for many years. On September 14th, 
1643, William Colston became a member of the Corporation of 
Bristol, and was elected Sheriff the following day. He was an 
active member of the Church of England, and was Churchwarden 
of Christ Church, Bristol, in 1642. A staunch Royalist, he 
became a marked man, and was deprived of his office as a member 
of the Corporation of Bristol in 1645; but on November 2nd, 
1661, with even the goodwill of his former opponents, he was 
restored and became an alderman of the city. He was also 
Deputy-Lieutenant. Retiring from active civic life in 1664, 
he died on November 2ist, 1681, aged 73 years, and was buried 
in All Saints’ Church, Bristol.] 

His father had married on January 23rd, 1636, in Temple 
Church, Bristol, Sarah, the daughter of Edward Batten, 
barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple. 
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[The issue of this marriage has been variously stated, but 
most probably there were eleven children : (x) Edward, born in 
1636; (2) William in 1638; (3) Richard in 1639; (4) Thomas 
in 1640; (5) Mary in 1641; (6) Robert in 1643; (7) William 
in 1645; (8) Sarah in 1646 ; (9) Ann in 1648; (x0) Martha in 
1649; (2-10 were baptised in Christ Church, Bristol) ; (rz) 
Elizabeth, who was born during the troubled period of 
the Commonwealth, and was, as it is supposed, baptised 


privately.] 
Edward Colston was their first child, and was born on 


November 2nd, 1636, or according to the new style of reckoning 


November 13th. } 
His birth, it is stated, took place in the house of his maternal 


grandfather in Temple Parish, Bristol. ? 
He was baptised in Temple Church, and the entry in the 
register runs: ‘1636, November 8th. Edward, son of William 


Colston was christened.”’ * 
In due course the young mother, with her first-born, returned 


to her husband’s house in Wine Street. 


1 24 George II., c. 23, p. r: ‘And that from the first day of 
January, 1752, the several days of each month shall go on and be reckoned 
and numbered in thesameorder . . . until the second day of September, 
1752, inclusive, and that the natural day next immediately following the 
second day of September shall be called, reckoned and accounted to 
be the fourteenth day of September.” 


? From this incident it has been concluded that the birth was somewhat 
unexpected, since all the other children were born at William Colston’s own 
home; but a more natural conclusion would be that the young expectant 
mother sought the care and comfort of her mother’s home on this first 
occasion. The house, which was immediately opposite Dr. White’s 
Hospital, is no longer in existence, the site being occupied by a warehouse. 


_ * The font at which the baptism took place is no longer in existence, 
it was destroyed at the restoration in 1701. 


* Till quite recent years this house was stated to be in Small Street, 
and was identified with the present Law Library, views of ‘‘ The Hall in 
Colston’s House, Small Street, Bristol, in 1821, Chapel in Colston’s House, 
Small Street, Bristol, in 1821,” etc., being somewhat recently reprinted. 
Latimer destroyed this local fiction by his article in The Clifton Antiquarian 
Club, vol. ii., p. 97, and also by the following letter, printed in the Bristol 
Mercury and Post on November 19th, 1895: “It is certainly true that the 
wie Mr. Tovey, in his extraordinary volume purporting to be a biography 
ae tae Kg a Seeege of ne family was in Small Street, and 
- 25) an account (purely imaginary) of a family gatherin 
to celebrate the christening ‘ of the philanthropist i the ‘ Mabie mauaioll 
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EDWARD COLSTON 
Early Life, 


Almost next to nothing can be positively asserted in reference 
to the early days of Edward Colston. From an account of his 
life, which was sold in the streets of Bristol at the time of his 
funeral, it has been supposed that the child was early sent to 
breathe the purer atmosphere of Winterbourne, near Bristol, 
and certainly the neighbourhood of Wine Street in those days 
would not be an ideal spot for an infant to be reared in. 3 


in Small Street, now the Bristol Mirror printing office [but now the General 
Post Office], the residence of William Colston,’ the infant’s father. Now it 
may be safely affirmed and proved that William Colston never resided in 
Small Street at any period of his life. The ancestral dwelling of the family, 
as Colston states in his will, was in the Parish of All Saints, on a site now 
covered by the Exchange or markets, an ancestor having bought the house, 
once known as Walsoll’s or Payntor’s Inn, adjoining the Gilders’ Inn, from 
the Corporation in the 33rd Elizabeth. William Colston, having married 
in his father’s lifetime, had to set up his staff elsewhere, and migrated to 
Wine Street, in the Parish of Christ Church. The little domestic catastrophe 
which led to the baptism of his eldest son Edward in Temple Parish is known 
toeveryone. But the mother made no more miscalculations [but see above] 
and the baptism of nine children born in Wine Street may be seen in the 
registers of Christ Church. In the meantime Mr. Colston was elected a 
vestryman of his parish, and the churchwardens’ books show that he took 
an active interest in its parochial affairs for forty years. In 1660 he was 
required, as one of the worthy inhabitants of Wine Street, to contribute to 
the lighting of the city by hanging out a lanthorn at his door. In due time 
his family reached maturity, and two of his daughters were married in their 
parish church. Finally in his old age he made his will, describing himself 
as living in Wine Street, and there according to the Memoir of Colston, 
published in 1721, he died in 1681. His will, moreover, shows that he had 
no property in Small Street, so that Mr. Tovey’s statement that he enter- 
tained Charles I. in the noble mansion he dwelt in there is sufficiently 
disposed of. . 6 47)" 


1 Some credence is lent to this story by the fact that the father owned 
land at Winterbourne and devised it by his will to his son Edward: 
‘‘1676. Item—I give, devise and bequeath unto my sonne, Edward Colston, 
his heires and assignes for ever, after the decease of my wife, all that 
messuage or tenement and cottage, now used as one tenement, called and 
known by the names or names of Chaunter’s Place, also Knaphall, with all 
and singular the appurtenances, land, etc., situate, lying, and being in 
Hambrook, in the Parish of Winterbourn, in the County of Gloucester, to 
hold to him, his heirs and assigns for ever. Item—lI give and bequeath 
unto my said sonne, Edward Colston, his heires and assignes for ever, after 
the decease of my said wife, all that messuage or tenement and three 
farundalls or three quarters of one yard land, with all and singular the 
appurtenances, land, etc., situate, lying and being in Hambrook aforesaid, 
in the Parish of Winterbourn, in the County of Gloucester, To hold to 
him, his heirs or assignes for ever.” 
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EDWARD COLSTON 


Education, 
Where Edward Colston was educated is not known, but that 


it was in London can be gathered from his own letter, written 
from his house at Mortlake, to the Bristol Society of Merchant 
Venturers, and dated March, 1705-6, in which he states: 
“ But altho’ I have had my education and spent good part of 
my days there [London], yet since I drew my first breath in 


your city, I rather incline,” etc. * 


1654 A.D. 

At midsummer, 1654, according to the books of the Mercers’ 
Company (London), at the age of seventeen years and seven 
months Edward Colston was apprenticed for a term of eight 
years to Humfray Aldington, mercer, So then onwards, till 
his apprenticeship expired in 1662, Colston can be considered to 
have led the life of an ordinary London apprentice, forming 
those business habits which stood him in good stead in after 
years. At the time of the expiration of his apprenticeship he 
would be approaching his twenty-sixth birthday. 


1662 A.D. 


A gap extending over some years now occurs in Colston’s 
life; he was absent for a few years from England engaged, as 


1 Edward Colston’s name does not appear in the complete register of 
the pupils of Merchant Taylors. The Alumni Carthusiani contains a later 
register, but the editor states that the register from 1614 to 1679 is non- 
extant. The editor of the Admission Registers of St. Paul’s School states 
in his second volume (1906) that he has had 100 additional names supplied 
from different sources since the publication of his first volume in 1884, and 
Colston’s name does not occur in either volume. Dr. Gow, the Head 
Master of Westminster, kindly replied on May 5th, 1919: ‘‘ The registers 
of Westminster School in the seventeenth century are confined to King’s 
Scholars. The name of Edward Colston is not in our lists. He might have 
been a town boy, in which case either the Head Master or the Under Master 
would have received his fees, but these private registers have not been 
preserved before 1763.” The Dictionary of National Biography and Bristol 
Past and Present state that Edward Colston was educated at Christ's 
Hospital. The Deputy Clerk of Christ’s Hospital kindly replied on June 
30th, 1919: ‘‘ Apart from our Children’s Register there is no list of 
scholars of this Hospital between 1639 and 16 54. Many years ago and again 
recently I searched the Register from 1635 to 1657 and Edward Colston’s 
name does not appear therein. He may, however, have been educated 
here as a private pupil of one or more of the Masters—as traditionally 
believed—but no lists of private pupils have been preserved.” 
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tradition states, in his father’s tra 
find him trading from London he 
etc. 


ding concerns, for when we 
is trading in Spanish wines, 


1 Several conjectural statements and fables b 
Edward Colston’s life. Barrett, pp. 654-55, AES, Sips he eeae enter 
states: ‘‘ Colston was at years of maturity sent as a factor to Spain where 
he behaved with great diligence and prudence. He cultivated the Spanish 
trade of oil and fruit with such industry, that besides the fortune descending 
to him from his parents [but ? fortune, as his father’s will ran = ltem— 
I further give and bequeath to my said sonne, Edward Colston, one thousand 
pounds of lawful money of England’), and some say by the death of his 
brothers (one of whom is said to have been Consul at Venice) he acquired 
great riches, so great that the family since have never yet given any account 
how his fortune accumulated so fast.” This is followed by several in- 
accurate statements: “In pursuit of his trade with Spain, it is stated that 
William Colston sent his three eldest sons, Edward, William and Richard, 
thither. Of this venture the following story is given by many writers : 
Two of whom were inhumanly murdered by assassins. It is traditionally 
asserted that when Mr. [Edward] Colston and his two brothers were in Spain, 
in their disputes with the Papists, it was often objected to them that the 
Reformed religion produced no examples of great and charitable benefac- 
tions, to which they were wont to reply, that if it pleased God to bring them 
safe home, they would wipe off that aspersion. Two of them were 
assassinated to prevent their return, but their elder brother, Edward, 
escaped. Such is the tradition, but it is certain that one or both of them 
were killed by banditti.” See also Chalmers, Phelps, Garrard and Tovey, 
etc. But Latimer in his Annals of Bristol in the Seventeenth Century clears 
up the matter thus: ‘‘ A vague tradition existed in the city early in the 
present century that two brothers of Edward Colston were murdered in 
Spain, during their residence in that country, as agents of their father, 
William. The true facts respecting the matter have been unexpectedly 
discovered in the Minutes of the Privy Council. On June 22nd, 1677, their 
lordships considered a petition from William Colston, Esq., of Bristol, 
setting forth that his son William was barbarously murdered at Lisbon 
on December 16th, 1675, by a stab with a dagger knife, given by one 
Hutchinson, an Englishman, without provocation; that the petitioner, 
upon hearing that Hutchinson was coming to England, caused him to be 
apprehended by warrant, and committed to Newgate; but it was stated 
he could not be tried here without a special commission, and therefore 
prayed that such a commission might be granted by the King. The 
Council ordered the Keeper of Newgate (presumably the gaol in London) 
should bring the prisoner, under strong guard, before the King in Council 
five days later, when Colston was to take care to have his witnesses present. 
The parties accordingly appeared on the 27th inst., when clear evidence 
was given that Hutchinson had perpetrated a barbarous murder; but it 
was also shown that he had been tried in Portugal, and acquitted. The 
Council then ordered the Attorney-General to confer with the judges as 
to what should be done, but the last officers reported on July 20th that 
owing to the approaching assize the judges had been unable to consider the 
matter. The Council thereupon directed that the Lord Chief Justice should 
take bail for the appearance of Hutchinson in the following Michaelmas 
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1672 A.D. 

In 1672 Edward Colston is trading from London, as will be 
seen from the following entry from the Exchequer K. R. Port 
Books [London] :— 


Bundle 54. 

24 Feb. 1671. Edward Colstone v bal qt xviij sma min xviij 
doub baies iiijl. xs. 

In Concord ffranc Wilsheire p Lisbo. 


There are not nearly so many Port Books preserved for the 
years 1662-1671 as for some of the later years, and a few of 
them are in bad condition, so that the absence of his name in 
those that exist and are legible is not quite conclusive evidence 
that he was not trading during some portion of that period. At 
any rate, at the beginning of 1672 A.D. Colston is shipping goods, 
knowledge of which he had obtained during his apprenticeship 
as a mercer, and trading from London. 


Bundle 55. 


17 May, 1672. Edward Colson in Thom. Morley for Tangier 
litij do baies xl. is. xd. serges lxx doz mens worsted hose, rol. 18s. 


Bundle 58. 
18 June, 1672. Edw. Colston in Edw. Pawle ab Cales 
xxlilj Small bar qt x hdd olives 8s. 7d. 


1673 A.D. 

In 1673 Edward Colston sought admission to the Mercers’ 
Company, and was enrolled on May 2nd, paying a small fine for 
his neglect—since 1662—in taking up his membership. 


term. As there is no further reference to the subject, it may be inferred 
that the miscreant escaped his deserts.” 

To this period of Colston’s life belongs the story—see Garrard and Tovey 
—of Silas Todd, one of the first hundred boys admitted to Colston’s 
Hospital (see later), of his reason for remaining unmarried, viz., because 
the lady to whom he was paying his addresses disapproved of his alms to a 
beggar woman. Enquiries at Madrid, Lisbon, Venice, Smyrna, Aleppo and 
St. Kitts failed to disclose at this period any traces of Edward Colston. 
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In the Exchequer K. R. Port Books [London] are the following 
entries :-— 


Bundle 509. 


26 March, 1673. In Adventure 
Edw. Colston duble bayes 181. 


Bundle 60. 


14 Nov. 1673. In Bridgewatter Nath Webb for Coles. 
Edwd. Colston Serge etc. 31. 16s. 104d. 


1674 A.D. 
Bundle 62 /4.1 


1z Jan. 1674. (Spanish wine) Edw. Colston in Rich. Collins 
from Canary 8 pipes of wine, 15]. 16s. rod. 13). rs. 6d. 


14 Jan. 1674. Edw. Colston us. 4 pipes wine, 7l. 18s. 5d. 
6l. ros. 3d. 


[Tho Morly p. Cales}. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 62/5 (badly mutilated) [London, 
1674]. 
In the Unity Bartholomew Ketcher Mr. p. . . . 
Edward Colston ij bales qt ix small minikin 

bayes dat vj June. 
In the Katherine George Johnson Mr. p. Rotterdam. 
Edward Colston ij barrils qt cxj c ij qrs wt Reason solis 
p. se xxxth December last late etc., dat. xxiijd March. 
In the Unity etc pro sixa. 
Edw. Colston 2 bales qt 9 small Minikin bayes, 6 June. 
In the Katherine Will. Grist Mr p. Cadiz. 
Edw. Colston rr bales qt 144 double bayes 21 May. 
In the Morning Star John Jacobs Mr. p. Cadiz. 
Edw. Colston ro bales qt 67 double bayes 61 serges and 
135 Perpets etc. 11 July. 


Edward Colston’s place of abode in London has never been 
discovered. The Deputy Clerk of Christ's Hospital wrote on 
June 30th, 1919: “I have searched for, but have been unable 
to find any record of his London address.” 


1 There are immense bundles of these Exchequer K. R. Port Books 
[London], beginning in the sixteenth century and ending in 1696, so that 
an exhaustive research was impossible; a selection giving some continuity 
was all that was possible. 
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1675 A.D. 
16 Nov. 1675. Spanish Wine. 
Edw. Coleston in Thos. Highway from Canary 8 5; 
r6l. 16s. 10d. 131. os. 6d. ie 
17 Nov. 1675. Edw. Colston ut s. 4 pipes wine, 71. 18s, sd 
6l. ros. 3d. d 
24 Nov. 1675. Edw. Colston us. 2 pipes wine, 3l. 19s. 24d 
31 5s. 14d. : 
Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 62. 


30 Apr. 1675. In Industry John Penington p. Malt. 
Edward Colston ij short Clo, 6s. 8d. 
19 Aug. 1675. In Parramore Geo Phinney p. Tanger. 
Edward Colston ij short Clo., 6s. 8d. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 70 (London, 1676). 


27 Jan. 1675. }In Indusiry Katha Grantham for Lego. 


Edw. Colston Perpets, 3]. 15s. 74d. 
4 Feb. 1675. In Globe John Milberry for Lego. 
Edw. Colston iiij ba. qt. xc Payes, 3]. 6s. 


1676 A.D. 
Exchequer K. R. Port Book 66/4 [London, 1676]. 
29 Dec. 1676. Edward Colston in Tho Blake vj pipes 


Canary, 16l. 17s. 7d. ol. 15s. 4d. 

Same in same v pipes Canary, gl. 18s. od. 81. 2s. rod. 

3 Feb. 1676. Edward Colston in Jno Crispe xvj butt 
Mallega wine iiij butts prizage, 311. 133sch. 26l. Is. 

Edward Colston in Clemt Ingram viij butts ; sherry, 


171. 13s. 24d. xujl. ros. 
12 Feb. 1676. Edw. Colston in Chr. fflavell a Canary xxix 


pipes Canary, 57]. 8s. 64d. 47l. 4s. 4d. a 
14 Feb. 1676. Edw. Colston in Robt. Wms. x1j pipes 


Canary, 231. 15s. 3d. ol. 11s. gd. 


1677 A.D. 
12 Nov. 1677. Edw. Colston in Tho. Barrett xvilj butts 
Mall. wine, 351. 12s. rofd. ol. 6s. 14d. 
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29 March 1677. Edw. Coulson in Guy Hudson x hhd. fr. 
wine, I9s. 10d. 12s. 3d. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 66/1 (London, 1676]. 


3 Dec. 1677. Mr. Coulston in Wm Sybotts a Danz oaken 
planks Clap boards etc., 11]. gs. 6d. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 67/2 (London, 1676}. 


In the Freeston Wm Gutteridge Mr. p. Cadiz. 

Edw. Colston 12 bales qt 180 double bayes, 10 Jan. 

In the Allepo Marcht John Parker Mr. for Staples. 

Edw. Colston 6 bales qt 135 Perpets, 10 Jan. 

Edw. Colston 2 bales qt 45 Perpets, 26 Feb. 

In the Martin Frigt Peter Dare Mr for Streights. 

Edw. Colston 6 bales Perpets, 4 April. 

In the Crowne Robert Dorrill Mr for Cadiz. 

Edw. Colson double . . . children’s hose, 20 Apr. 

In the Marchts owners Goodwill Will. Hogbourne Mr for 
Spain. 

Edw. Colston 51 cwt “Tynn” Eng. wrought silk, carpets, 
4 Apr. 

In the Zant Frigat Clemt Ingram Mr for Venetia. 

Edw. Colston 3 bales qt 71 Perpets, 19 June. 

In the Spanish Marcht John Coltman Mr for Streights. 

Edw. Colston 19 bales Perpets, 27 Apr. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 67/2. 

In the Morea Marcht Humphrey Ayles Mr for Livorne. 

Edw. Colson 10 bales Perpets, 20 Apr. 

In the Benjamin Will. Bellamy Mr for Dunkirke. 

Edw. Colston 6 chests qt 11 c 24 lbs. Ritch Indico p. se. 
xixth June last late &c dat. xvj September. a 

In the Span. Marcht John Worrall Mr for Cadiz. 

Edw. Colston serges, 4 Sept. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 69 [London, 1676]. 


19 June 1677. Edw. Coulston in Jno Worrall a Cadiz 8 tons 
oil 20 cwt. Indico, 27]. 19s. ro4d. 

6 July 1677. Edw Colston in Will Gutridge a Cales } ton 
oil 3 cwt. 40 Ibs Indico 80 lbs Silvester, 31. 15s. 43d. 
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20 Aug. 1677. Edw Coulston in Will. Hogbourne a Cales 
8 cwt 40 Ibs Sarcapillia, Ol. 14s. 
3 Oct. 1677. Edw Coulston in Will Money a Galt 20 tons 


of oil, 301. 8s. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 71 (London, 1676]. 
19 June 1677. In the Zant ffrigit Clemt Ingram p. 
Straights. 


Edw Colston Perpets, 31. r4s. 4$d. 

20 June 1677. In Dilligence Niche. List p. Cadiz. 

Edw. Colston Perpets, 61. 18s. gd. 

2 July 1677. In George Jno Haslewood p. Legho. 
Edw. Colston Perpets, 51. 22s. gd. 

4 Sept. 1677. In Spa. Merchant Jno Worrall p. Cadiz. 
Ed Colston Serges, 2]. 14s. 8d. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 72 (London, 1676}. 

20 Aug. 1677. In ye Sam & Jona Geo Hilson for Virginia. 
Edw Coulston Serge Engl. wro. Silk, r1l. 1s. o}d. 

25 Aug. 1677. In ye Andelura Jno Jacobs for Spain. 
Edw Coulston double bayes Eng. wro Silk, 61. ros. 8d. 


1678 A.D. 
Exchequer K. R. Port Book 81/8 [London, 1678). 
5 Feb. 1678. In ye Zant Friggt Clemt Ingram for Cadiz 
Edw Colston Perpetts-Bayes, r4l. 1s. 6d. 
6 Feb. 1678. In ye Amity Richd Martin for Cadiz. 
Edw Colston perpetts-Bayes, gl. 4s. 74d. 


7 Jan. 1678. In the Lawrell Jno Panie for Streights. 
Edw Colston perpetts-Bayes, 17. 17s. gd. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 83 [London, 1678]. 


13 Aug. 1678. Edw Coulston in Jno Beer a Cale oil, rs. 6d. 


6 June 1678. Edw Coulston in Jno Herne a Cales Indico, 
231. 12s. 5d. 


Edw Coulston in Thos, ' 
391. r1s. 8d. os. Pulman a Cales Sarsapilla, 


Edw Coulston in Roger Puxton a Cales Indico, 281. 7s. 5d. 
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8 ere 1678. Edw Coulson in Will Maddison a Cales Oil, 
7s. 2$d. 


13 - 1678. Edw Coulson in Jno Herne a Cales Indico, 
os. 7d. 
I4 June 1678. Edw Coulson in Rog. Paxton a Cales Indico, 
5s. 4d. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 84 (London, 1678]. 


In the Lawrell John Payne pro Livorne. 

Edw Colston Perpetts-Bayes, 7 Jan. 

In the Zant Frigott Clemt Ingram pro Straights. 

Edw Colston Perpetts-Bayes, 5 Feb. 

In the Africa Dan. Gates pro Venetia. 

Edw Colston Perpetts, 26 July. 

In the African John Hurlock Mr for Straights. 

Edw Colston Perpetts, 26 July. 

In the Persia Mercht Jno Bowers for the Straights. 
Edw Colston Perpetts, 5 Aug. 


1679 A.D. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 85 (London, 1678]. 
5 June 1679. Edw Colson in Jn. WilmotaC... .? 


2 tons oil, 3s. rod. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 87 (London, 1678}. 


3x July 1679. In Wevcome Geo Mayer for Cadiz, 

Edw. Colston Perpetts, 13l. 5s. 7$d. 
31 July 1679. In New Affrican John Hurlock for Venice. 
Edw. Colston Perpetts, 51. 8s. 9d. 

5 Aug. 1679. In Persia Mr John Bowers for Cadiz. 
Edw. Colston Perpetts, 8l. 2s. 6d.* 


1 The present writer would again emphasize the fact that no exhaustive 


examination of the voluminous bundles known as the Exchequer K. R. 
Port RovAs in the Public Record Office has been attempted. Selections 
have been made with a view to showing the trade—import and export— 
Edward Colston was carrying on, and incidentally to show that he ~~ 
during these years leading the life of an ordinary London nay 
complete examination of these records would doubtless furnish an 
exhaustive view of Colston’s commercial activities at this period. 
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1680 A.D. 
African Slave Trade. 


Edward Colston engaged in the African slave trade. On 
March 26th, 1680, Edward Colston became a member of the 
Royal African Company, and took an active part in the slave 
trade. The entry in the Minute Book, T. 70/80 (in the 
Public Record Office) of the Court of Assistants of the 
Royal African Company for this date runs: “Approved of the 
Transfers now ready vizt. of Capt. Francis Wilshaw part of 
his Stock to Mr. Edward Colston £500. . . . Who took the 
Oathe and was admitted a member,” f. 163. 


1 The Charter of the Royal African Company, granted September 27th, 
1672, stated : ‘‘ Charles II., King of England, etc. The region known as 
Guinny, Binny, Angola and South Barbary belonging by right to the 
Crown of England and granted in trust by letters patent ro Jan. 14 Char. II. 
to Queen Katherine, Mary the Queen Mother, James Duke of York and 
others for the Company of the Royal Adventurers of England trading in 
Africa. This Company having sustained great losses etc. have surrendered 
their rights in the said regions and the King has granted to James Duke of 
York, Anthony Earl of Shaftesbury and twenty two others all those 
regions etc., beginning at the Port of Salley in South Barbary inclusive and 
extending thence to Cape de bona Esperanza inclusive with all adjacent 
islands, etc., for the term of rooo years rendering to the King and his 
successors two elephants whensoever they shall come into the said regions, 
to hold in trust for the Royal African Company for England by these 
presents incorporated. The King therefore grants to James Duke of York, 
Prince Rupert, Anthony Earl of Shaftesbury, Henry Earl of Arlington and 
two hundred and ninety eight others, that they and such others as they may 
receive into their Company be one body Politick and Corporate by the 
name of the. Royal African Company of England, capable in law to purchase 
etc., manors etc., having a common seal for their business etc., engraved 
on the other side with the image of our Royall Person in our Parliamt or 
Royall Robes and on the other side an Elephant bearing a Castle supported 
by two Negroes or Blackmores.’”’ They are to have a Court consisting of a 
Governor, Sub-Governor and Deputy-Governor and twenty-four assistant 
members—the Duke of York to be present Governor, Earl of Shaftesbury 
Sub-Governor, Mr. John Buckworth Deputy-Governor, Sir John Banks, etc. 
assistants—whose successors are to be chosen by the General Court which 
is to be assembled yearly for their election between Jan. 1st and Jan. 2oth. 
The oath of fidelity is to be taken by New Members, etc. Assignments of 
stock to be made in open court, etc. The Company to have exclusive right 
of setting to sea as many ships, etc., as the Court of Assistants shall think 
fit, furnished with ordnance, artillery, etc., the use of all monies of gold and 
silver which may be found and the whole trade of the regions above- 
described in gold, silver, negroes, slaves, goods, etc., and no other to be 
allowed to visit those regions or import any redwood, elephants’ teeth, 
negro slaves, etc., from any ports within their limits. The Company are 
empowered to seize all vessels, negroes, slaves, goods, etc. brought to such 
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; On July 8th, 1680, a Court was held and “ warrants for the 
divident at 10 Guynies p.ct Edward Colston £50,” 1 


July 30. “To Mr. Edward Colston his Dividend ordered the 
15th Instant 531. 15s.”—Cash Book, T.70/219. 


: During this year Edward Colston traded on the following 
nes :— 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 96, No. 8. [From London to 
ports in England.] 


27 Jan. 1680. BristoL Jno Pomerey Mr. 

Ed. Coulson ij hhds Coppras, xx barr soape, v loades sugr 
potts v ton Iron x hhds alom xij barr powdr etc. (Grocery, 
wares, hops, glasses, leather, household goods, linen, drapery, 
haberdashery, wines, sheet lead, drugs, cheese, etc.] ? 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 97, No. t. 


2I Feb. 1680. Edw Colston in Chr. fflavell a Cadz xx gal 
wine [subs.], 7s. 6d. [add. Duty], 6s. 2d. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 98. 


28 Jan. 1680. BristoLrt. John of Plymo. Wm Pomroy Mr. 
Edw. Coulson, copperis, soap, sugar, powder, groceries, 
glasses, household goods, drapery, haberdashery, wine, etc. 


places; the King’s Commissioners of Customs are to allow no entries to 
goods from the above regions to be made by them; they can make war or 
peace with the heathen nations around and raise and train military forces ; 
the Crown to receive two thirds of all the gold mines seized or worked, 
paying two thirds of all the charges. A Court of Judicature is to be nes 
at such place as the Company shall think fit and its members to be eee ; 
by the Court of Assistants for deciding cases of forfeitures, etc. The ng’s 
Admirals, Generals, etc. are charged to aid the Company at all times, etc. 
[Patent Rolls, 3136 (24 Chas. II., pt. 3), No. 1] Out of this Charter op 
the African slave trade, which became “one of the greatest Sources ts) 
crimes and sufferings ever recorded in the annals : Saran : PISS 
1 Edward Colston was not the first member of his family to be conne 
with the Royal African Company, as the following entries TBs ateay 
books show: “Court of Assistants 7 April 1674. eetal wi ee Na 
Colston for 800 per Sletias at 17s. 6d. p. per 14 Apri Beat cre ; Day 
William Colston in part for Sletias £700. Transfers, Me. Will e aed 
transferred his stock to Mr. Will. Colston being jie ats Mr. Will. 
transferres 200 li. to Mr. Gab. Roberts, 5 May 1674. 2 arr Goat Cesinten 
Colston for Hollands and Callicoes £109 . 13. 2 June, f 74 NS ae 
for Slec: £1,014.0.6 3 Sept. 1674. William Coulston tor Pie Bon i 
41370. 5. 29 April 1679. Thomas Coulston for Beads 1n p . 


2 These goods seem to have been the whole cargo of the ship. 
aI 
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Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 101. 

29 Dec. 1680. Edw Colston in The Daniell a Denia xlvij cwt 
xl. baskt xixct denia resins. 

20 Jan. 1680. Edw Colston in Jno Macky a Barry xx Cask 
qt x ton Oile. 

I Feb. 1680. Edw Colston in Pr Belbin a Zant Ixjc iij qrt 
Corants. 

I Feb. 1680. Edw Colston in ffra Man a Zant xlvj cw 
Corants. 

15 Feb. 1680. Edw Colston in Seth Thurston a Cadz 
Xviij ton logwood. 

17 Feb. 1680. Edw Colston in Jno Wilmot a Cadz xvj ton 
logwood. 

18 Feb. 1680. Edw Colston in Chr. fflauell a Cadz x Cask 
qt (?) xviijc Indico. 

4 March 1680. Edw. Colston in John Macky a Gal (?) 
iij ton Oil. 

Idem in Thos Daniel a Denia ccxlijec resins. 

g Mar. 1680. Edw. Colston in Seth Thurston a Cadz 
lxxijc logwood. 

Idem in Jno Wilmot a Cadz 2 ton logwood. 


1681 A.D. 


Edward Colston, who was now 45 years of age, and a man 
of substance, becomes interested in Christ’s Hospital, as the 
following record of a General Court in Christ's Hospital on 
October 25th, 1681, proves :—? 


“At a Committee in Christ’s Hospital on the 4th day of 
October, 1681 :—In pursuance of an order of Court the 26th 
day of March, 1680, and the 9th day of June, 1680, this Com- 
mittee took into consideration such persons as they conceived 
were fit to be chosen Governors of this Hospital in room of some 
lately deceased, and thereupon did proceed to nominate by 
the ballotting box, the persons following to be presented to the 
Court for their confirmation, viz. :—The Right Reverend Father 


1 For transcription of letters the present writer is indebted to the work 
of Garrard and Tovey. 
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in God Henry [Compton, youngest son of the Earl of North- 
ampton and translated from the Bishopric of Oxford 18th 
December, 1675], Ld. Bp. of London, Geo. Dashwood Esqre 
Mr. Tho. Browne, scrivener, Mr. Abr. Dowllings Sir Rich. 
Lloyd, Mr. Edward Colston, etc. . 

“ Now this Court again by the ballotting box, chose the 
aforesaid to be Governors of this House, and ordered that 
staves should be sent to them forthwith, and that if any refuse 
to receive the staff, the Court to have notice thereof.” 


This year Edward Colston lost his father, who died on 
November 2tst, 1681, at the age of 73 years, and was buried in 
All Saints’ Church, Bristol. Doubtless Edward Colston was 
present, and from now onward we find that he developed greater 
interest in his native city of Bristol, while natural affection 
doubtless induced him to visit as frequently as possible his 
widowed mother. In addition to the legacies mentioned on 
pages 11-13, Edward Colston inherited under his father’s 
will a warehouse in St. Peter’s Churchyard. 


Royal African Company. * 


Edward Colston was an active member of the Royal African 
Company, and attended during the year 1681 Courts held on 
the following dates :— 


January 25th fhe was a member of the Committees 
(2) for buying goods, (6) for freighting ships and preventing 
private trade—Minute Book, T.70 /80, f. 245], January 27th, 
February rst, 3rd, 8th [when it was resolved “ that the Comittee 
of Shipping doo freight a Ship for Gamboa and Sereleon to carry 
Two Hundred and Fifty Negroes.”—Jbid., f. 251], February 
17th, 22nd, March fst, roth, 15th, 22nd, 24th, 29th, April 12th, 
14th, 19th, 25th, 26th, May 3rd, roth [at which it was resolved 
that a Committee be appointed—it included Edward Colston— 
for the better carrying on the Trade on the North parts of 
Africa, who are to inspect all letters and advices from Gamboa, 
Sereleon, and Sherbrow, and to acquaint the Court from time 


‘ tion with the 
1 It seems better to place the records of Colston's connec 
slave trade in a body for each year, and not to separate them according to 
the days and months of each year. 
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to time what Factors, Goods, Shipping are wanted and needful 
to be sent that the Court may consider thereof, and give timely 
order for the providing them.—Jd7d., f. 272]. 

[Colston was not present at the Court on June 28th, when it 
was resolved that “the Committee of Goods be desired to 
provide, and lade aboard the John Bonadventure the goods for 
the Master to buy 260 negroes according to the Cargoe now 
appeared ;” or at the.Court held on July 5th, when it was 
resolved “ that the Committee of Goods be desired to prepare 
and to put aboard the John Bonadventure a Cargoe of Goods 
proper and sufficient to buy Five Hundred Negroes at Ardu 
to be consigned to the Agent Generall and Councill at Cabo 
Corsoo.” 

Edward Colston was present at the Courts held on August 
16th, 18th [when it was resolved “ that the Committee of Goods 
be desired to report Cargoes for the Shippes Hired by the 
Committee of Shipping being approved of by the Court; the 
Charles to receive her Negroes from the Gold Coast and the 
Swallow for Two hundred and Tenn Negroes from New Callabar. 
Supply for Two hundred and Eighty Negroes from Old Callabar, 
and Good Hope for Three Hundred and Twenty Negroes at 
Angola], August 23rd, 25th, 30th [when “ warrants for Divident 
at 10 Guynies p. Cent were ordered to be issued and to Mr. 
Edward Colston 70 guynies”], September Ist, 6th [when “the 
Court approved of ye Transferrs now read vizt:—of Mr. 
Thomas for his stock vizt. to Mr. Edward Colston {rool, 
September 13th, 24th, 27th, October 4th, 6th [on which day 
Colston was present at the sales,” and “Edward Colston 
(received) Divident Warrant Guynies {70 ”’], October 11th, 13th 
[when the transfer of {100 by Mr. Nicholas Hayward to Mr. 
Edward Colston took place], October 2oth, 25th, 27th, November 
3rd, 8th, roth, 15th, 17th, 22nd. 

[On December 15th, when Edward Colston was not present, 
probably being in Bristol in connection with his father’s death 
on November 21st, and consequent business, it was resolved 
that “the Committee of Shipping be desired to hire a shipp to 
carry 150 to 200 Negroes to go away presently], December 2oth, 
29th [when it was resolved that ‘‘ Mr. Edward Colston and Mr. 
Williamson be desired to meete Capt Lane with the rest of his 
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Frieghtors concerning the average he pretends and ‘ 

’ to doe therein 
what they think reasonable or report to the C 
Judge thereof.” es, ee an eine 


Exchequer Ik. R. Port Book, roo. 


The following few extracts will serve as regards Colston’s 
- other commercial activities during this year :— 


13 Oct. 1681. Edw. Colston in Jain Sutton. 

30 tons oil, 21. 12s. 3d. 

25 Oct. 1681. Edw Colston in Thos. Daniel a Mall. 

ij Mall vj. xxviij4 reason solis, 741. 15s. 8d. 

4 Nov. 1681. Edw. Colston uw s. 

Eight solis xxxv Mall reason, 111. rgs. rod. 

15 Nov. 1681. Edw Colston in Jain Sutton a Gallipoa. 

6} tons oil, gl. Ios, 

Same in Aebr. Bristow. 

t}4 ton oil, 21. 5s. 7d. 

22 Nov. 1681. Edw Colston in Jan Sutton a Gallipoa. 1 ton 
oil, rl. ros. 5d. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 103. 


20 Oct. 1681. In ye ffreestone ffrigt. Wm Gatteridge for 
Cadiz Edwd Colston ij bails qt . . . pets, 31. Is. 10}d. 

20 Oct. 168r. In ye Loyall Goring Chr Ranens for Straits. 
Edwd Colston xxj bails qt Ixxc . . . Perpets, 22l. 3s. 2d. 


1682 A.D. 


During this year the Bristol Corporation found it necessary 
to raise a loan, of which the following is the record :— 


“1682, June 15th. Received of Mr. Edward Colston, of 
London, M’chant, £1,800, for which he is to have a Citie Seale, 
next Sealing day, at 5 p. cent; this money was to pay off a 
Seale of Ann Lysons . . . £1,800."" 


1 Colston was most probably not present on June 15th, as he attended 
Courts of the Royal African Company on June I 3th and again on June 20th, 
having regard to the slowness of travel in those days. Latimer (Annals oF 
Bristol in the Seventeenth Century, p. 302) States : “ The first public ab 
from Bristol to London for the conveyance of passengers 1S believed to have 
been established in 1660. It was certainly running 10 1661, ie was Co 
of the six then plying between leading provincial towns and the capital. 
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Royal African Company. 
During 1682 Edward Colston attended the following 
Courts :— 


January 3 [when it was resolved “ that the agreement made 
by Mr. Colston and Mr. Williamson for the Company to beare 
the Adventure of the Damage on their own Goods on Captain 
Lanes Shipp without being concerned with any other average 
is approved of ”], January roth, 12th, 16th, 24th, 31st, February 
7th, 14th, 21st, March 2, 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4th, 6th, rrth 
(“ Gratuity of £750 for Service of Court of Assistants, Mr. Edward 
Colston {25.1.6”], April 25th, 27th, May oth, 11th, 16th, 23rd, 
25th, 30th, June 1st [Resolve “That in regard of the greate 
complaint of the Mastrs and Ownors of Ships that they cannot 
save by the freight yt is now given that the Committee doe 
advance the price of Negroes tenn shillings p. head at Gold 
Coast and Arda’’], June 13th, 2oth [“ Transferres—Mr. Wm 
Whitaker his stock to Mr. Edward Colston £200 ’’], June 27th, 
2oth, July 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th, August 1st, 10th, 16th, 22nd, 
September 12th, October 3rd, roth, 17th, 24th, 26th, 31st, 
November 7th, and at the remainder of the Courts for this year 
[29 November “Cash Debtor. To Mr. Edward Colston for 
Lott 46 sold on 23 Aug. last, 251. 17s. 7d."1. 


1683 A.D. 


This year saw Colston brought into closer relationships with 
his native city :— 


“December roth, 1683. Edward Colston, merchant, was 


The ‘ machine’ succeeded in completing each journey in three days, by 
dint of starting early each morning, and struggling onward until late at 
night, the accomplishment of forty miles a day being then considered a 
Herculean task. The feat was practicable only in the summer half-year, 
and traffic was suspended during the winter months.” 

Yet upon this incident of June 15th, 1682, Garrard and Tovey base their 
extraordinary and inaccurate statements on Pp. 311-313 in their Life and 
Limes of Edward Colston, e.g. 1682: “Once before, we have read that 
name, and only once—an Infants’ baptism, the record. Vainly through 
the following years we trace his footprints . . . And now we behold the 
man—a pecuniary loan.—No illumination. No ray of light,—not the 
faintest gleam cast on the deep profound that has shadowed each intervening 
circumstance, and eventually obliterated all!” These may be taken as 


fair specimens of the so-called facts : 
Edward Colston | acts and history in so many books on 
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admitted to the freedom of the City. be; ve 
Colston, deceased.” Y, being the son of William 


“ 1683, December 17th. Mr. Edward Colston, being a free 
Burgess of Bristol and a meire [i.e. name for the Island of 
St. Christopher or St. Kitts]! merchant, son of William Colston 
merchant, decd, a late member of this Society [Merchant 


Venturers, Bristol], was admitted into the liberties of the same 
Society.” 


The following undertaking was given :— 


* I do promise to be obedient to the rules and constitutions 
of this Hall, and will pay Mr. Treasurer, and the Clerk and the 
Beadle, the accustomed fees. 


“ (Signed) EDWARD CoLsToNn.” 


[During this year Thomas, the brother of Edward Colston, 
was ill and died the following year.] 


Royal African Company. 


During this year Edward Colston attended the following 
Courts :— 


March 27th, April 3rd, 5th, 7th, May 3rd, 8th, roth, 15th, 
22nd, 31st, June 5th, 7th, 12th (“Gratuity to Assistants— 


1 The following letter has been received by the present writer :— 


BASSETERRE, 
St. KITTS, 
March i2th, 1919. 


REvp. Sir, 

Your favour of r1th December, 1918, was duly received and contents 
noted. 

I did not immediately acknowledge its receipt because I wished to make 
some enquiries before replying to your note. 

I regret to say that I cannot yet find any record of Mr. Edward Colston's 
trading as a Merchant with the island of St. Christopher or Nevis during 
the years 1662-1673. ts ; “¢ 

I shall, however, continue my enquiries for you, and inform you later 1 
any trace is found in the records of the Presidency. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Yours truly, 
J. A. NADDENBERG. 


Proprietors of the St. Kitts-Nevis Printery, and _ 
Publishers of The St. Kitts-Nevis Daily Bulletin. 
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Edward Colston 2ol. 19s. 8d.’’], June 19th, 26th [Resolved :— 
“Committee of Shipping to agree with Capt. Davis and owners 
for a cargoe to buy his Negroes on the Cold Goast at 3]. 15s. 
per head”], July 3rd [ Edward Colston— gratuity as Assistant 
29l. 19s. 8d.”], July roth [“ Capt. Gosfright’s proposals about 
buying Negroes for Providence referred to Committee of 
Shipping ”], July 17th [“ It is left to the Committee of Shipping 
to give 5l. ros. per head for freight of Negroes on Contract ships 
if they cannot get it under; said Committee to treat with 
Capt. Rush on his proposals for a ship of Negroes from 
Providence ”}, July 24th, 31st. 


Edward Colston was not again present at a Court till 
January 21st, 1685. 


1684 A.D. 


During this year Colston gave the following benefaction to 
Christ’s Hospital: “ Benefactors’ Book, 1684. Mr. Edward 
Colston of London, Merchant, and one of the Governors, for his 
benevolence gave {100.” 

On March 31st Colston finds himself in conflict with the 
Governors and the rules of Christ’s Hospital. He desired to 
nominate, contrary to the rules, a poor boy whose father was 
not a freeman of London. The Governors thereupon send six 
of their number as a deputation to him to “ desire him not to 
insist upon the business, but to comply with the rules.” Colston 
declined to comply with their request, and so on May 4th the 
Court, looking to past and future benefits, came to the following 
conclusion: “He hath been and may be a very great 
Benefactor of this Hospital, agreed to admit such a child, if 
he shall insist upon it.” 

[This incident throws light upon the well-known substantial 
position and charitable disposition of Edward Colston, and also 
upon his character—impatient of opposition or difference of 
opinion. | 

In April he became a Vestryman of St. Werburgh’s Parish, 
Bristol. 3 


1 The church was pulled down in 1877 and transferred to Bristol East. 
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During this year Colston was in Bristol, 1 and o 
21st was present at the Committee of Merchan 
connection with Clifton matters. 


But he had returned to London in the fall of 
the following receipt proves :— 


“I doe acknowledge to have recd. of John Cooke, Chamber- 
lene of ye Citty of Bristol, one hundred and sixteen pounds 
being so much due for interest of ye eighteen hundred pounds, 
lent the said Chamberln Michaelmas, 1683, and, if no other 
receipt appear before, this may serve for one. 

“ Witness my hand in London, roth Decem. 1684 


“EDWARD COLSTON.” 


1 During his visits to Bristol Edward Colston probably stayed at the 
house of his brother Thomas, in Small Street, where his widowed mother 
had resided on vacating her house in Wine Street on the death of her 
husband. Thomas Colston died during this year, and bequeathed his 
house in Small Street to Edward Colston. The identification of this house 
with the present Law Library has led to many erroneous statements. 
The concluding portion of Latimer’s letter (as well as his article mentioned 
OD pages IO, II, 12) clears up the matter: “I have now to deal with the 
theory, if there be such a theory, that Edward Colston purchased the 
‘noble mansion’ and inhabited it himself. The fact is that although he 
was for a few years the owner of a house in Small Street, it was devised to 
him by will, and was situated not on the east, but on the west side of the 
street. In the reign of Henry VIII. the Creswick family, then wealthy 
merchants, purchased a property surrounding on two sides St. Werburgh’s 
Church, and extending from Corn Street to Small Street, having extensive 
gardens behind. This estate, which, I believe, had belonged to St. 
Augustine’s Abbey, was subsequently divided between two sons, the 
Creswicks of Bristol and Hanham retaining the great house in Small 
Street, whilst the cadet branch of Moreton-in-the-Marsh held the dwelling 
in Corn Street. The younger Creswicks died out in the male line about 
1800, leaving two co-heiresses, one of whom married Mr. Richard Smith, 
the eminent Bristol surgeon, and that gentleman sold for £3,000 the house 
adjoining St. Werburgh’s Church to the proprietors of the Commercial 
Rooms, whose building occupies the site. The Small Street mansion 
belonged to and was occupied by Alderman Sir Henry Creswick, an ardent 
Royalist during the Civil War, and whose entertainment of Royal Laie 
is recorded in the city annals. On his death in 1688 (before he had remove 
to Hanham), he was succeeded by his son Francis, who in the same year, in 
making up an account of his country estate, adds the following line ; 
‘The house in Small Street, cellars, &c., the rental of which was £50." 
The notice of the cellars helps to identify the property. The eat aes 
the Law Library are, I believe, of inconsiderable extent. see as dd 
then were; they have been lately added to adjacent cellars, and are no 

the Post Office purchased the new 
used by H.M. Customs.] But when the for extending its 
buildings, on which Creswick’s house probably stood, ior ha ey ed aoa 
premises, the men employed in laying the foundations 0 P 
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Royal African Company. 


Edward Colston was not present at any Courts during this 
year, neither was his name included in any Table of Committees, 

[July 31x. By Edward Colston, gratuity as assistant, 
18l. 15s. 

Oct. 27. Cash creditor. By Edward Colston his disburse- 
ment at Bristow on wax and hides, 4]. 18s. 4d.—Minute Book 
T.70 /221.] 


1685 A.D. 


The Corporation of Bristol found that expenses in connection 
with Monmouth’s rebellion and other obligations pressed 
heavily, and applied to Edward Colston for help. The minutes 
of the Corporation were :— 


1. “Ordered that the two seals dated 28 Sept., 1685, to 
Mrs. Ann Colston for £1,000 and £900 be cancelled, they having 
been given up at Mr. Edward Colston’s desire, in lieu of two 


structure found two ranges of ancient cellars, one above the other, and 
extending backwards. In 1674 Francis Creswick made another list of his 
rents, in which is the following curiousitem: ‘ The Custom House in Small 
Street f{100,’ from which it may be inferred that the Government had 
temporarily rented the house, whilst alterations were being made in the old 
Custom House. In 1677 the Small Street mansion was apparently vacant, 
as it was made available for the entertainment of Queen Catherine, being 
still called ‘ Sir Henry Creswick’s house.’ Only two years later Francis 
Creswick sold the property, and jotted down the following in his pocket- 
book: ‘1769, 24th Sept. Received of Mr. Thomas Colston for my house 
in Small Street £950 and 10 gueneys for my wife.’ The purchase money was 
equivalent to £4,000 in our day, and no one can suppose, that the Law 
Library could be worth such a sum. [This comes out very clearly from 
some old pictures of Small Street.] Thomas Colston did not live long to 
enjoy his rew purchase. By his will, proved in 1684, he bequeathed to his 
brother Edward his ‘ capitall messuage . . . in or near Small Street, 
being now in possession of my mother, Sarah Colston,’ who had removed 
there from Wine Street after the death of her husband. To speak of the 
Law Library as being ‘in or near Small Street’ would be absurd. The 
definition was not inaccurate as regards Creswick’s house, which did not 
stand flush with the street, but in its own grounds, which extended to the 
back of Leonard’s Lane. Old Mrs. Colston apparently resided there till 
her death in 1701, when Edward Colston seems to have disposed of the 
house, for his name does not appear in the parish rate book for 1702, nor 
at any later period. In his will there is no hint of such a possession. 
During his flying visits to the city—only some half-dozen are distinctly 
visible—he is described in the minutes of the Corporation and of the 
Corporation of the Poor as ‘ Edward Colston, Esq., of London.’’’ See 
also Appendix II. 
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former bonds for £2,000, one for £1,800 a 

both still in Mr. Colston’s in ae ieee 
> the Recd. ye 5th October, 1685, of Mr. John Cooke 

Chamberlaine, the summe of one hundred pounds, being 0 

much due to me, ye 29th September last for interest of two 

thousand pounds Lent ye Citty on their Seale. I say recd. 

p- me, 


or £200, 


EDWARD CoLsTon.”’ 
The following extracts relate to Colston’s trade this year :— 
Exchequer K. R. Port Book 136, No. 2 [London]. 


[Money received by virtue of Act of Navigation in London 
and the out Ports, Mich. 1685—Mich. 1686.] 
Xmas, 1685. Edward Colston in George Stanismore a Pharo. 
554400 figs, 111. ros. 10d. 
Same in same. 
9,000 figs, rl. 17s. 6d. 
Same in same. 
412 lbs. figs, Is. gd. 
Royal African Company. 
Edward Colston was present at the Court on January 2tst. 
At the Court held on September 3rd: “ Dividend Warrant to 
Edward Colston {160.” Court, roth September: “ Resd. That 
Mr. Colston be impowered (taking advice wh. the Companies 
Atturney what he hath done) to compose the busines of 
Whitchurch stealing the Redwood for 5ooli. if he can gett noe 
more.” 17th September: “That it is left to the Comte of 
Goods to agree with the Salters for the Redwood according to 
the Debate now held.” 24th Sept.: “That what the Comittee 
of Goods have done in selling the Redwood to the Salters is 
approved by the Court.”” 15th Oct. : “ Resolved that Mr. Edward 
Colston have the thanks of the Court for the paines he hath 
taken in composing the business of the Redwood taken from 
Sherbrow and carried to Bristol.” r 
“20th Nov. By Edward Colston his dividend 160 guineas. 
“oth Dec. That they [the Committee of Shipping] doe 
perfect with Mr. Jeffrey Jeffreys the Agreemt now proposed for 
the Negroes intended on the Hopewell Capt. Goodhand at 
8li. p. head and 80 days provition.” 
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1686 A.D. 


Edward Colston continued to show an active interest in the 
work of Christ’s Hospital, and on May Ist, 1686, the Committee 
appointed him and “two other governors to go to Ware and 
Hertford and send up children as they may find fit; also at 
Ware to consider the housing lately purchased, and give order 
for repairs and anything else, that may improve the same for 
the good of the Hospital.” 

During this year Edward Colston demanded from Bristol 
Corporation the complete repayment of his loan. It was a 
most inconvenient time, for the accumulated debt of the 
Corporation was about {16,000, which nearly involved the 
Corporation, notwithstanding the sale of the city property 
within the castle precincts and other economies, in financial 
disaster. Colston refused to come to terms, although £400 was 
paid to him on account of the debt on April 2gth, and threatened 
legal proceedings. The reason for this unfriendly action at an 
inconvenient time does not appear. But it seems probable that 
Colston disagreed with the policy of the Corporation, and it was 
characteristic of him to have no dealings with those who dis- 
agreed with him, and particularly if it happened to be a religious 
difficulty, as will be seen later. He never hesitated to refuse 
to use “ the power of his purse.” He was a pronounced Tory 
and High Churchman, to whom Low Churchmen, Dissents and 
Roman Catholics were equally displeasing. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 137, No. 8. 
Colston’s trade this year included :— 


23 Feb. 1686. ffren. Wine. Edw. Colston in Sam. Martin 
a Burd, iiij hhds wine [subsidy], 31. ros. 23d. [add duty], 
2l. 8s. 104d. 

24 March 1686. Span. wine, xij galls wine [subs.], 4s. 6d, 
[add duty], 3s. 9d. 

20 Apr. 1686. ffren Wine. Edw. Colston in Rtg. Peck a 
Burd, iiij hhds wine [subs.], 31. 19s. 24d. [add duty], 2]. 8s. ro4d. 

Exchequer K. R. Port Book, 138 [Tonnage and Poundage of 
goods going out of the Port of London]. 

2r Oct. 1686. In ye Lyon Geo Barly for Straits. Edw. 
Colston . . . Serges, 6l. 18s. 14d. 
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ro Oct. 1686. In ye Medeterama Walter Barn b 
Straits. Edw. Colston iiijc Clockwork and Cases at iii sae 

1 July 1686. In ye Olive branch John Barber for Straits 
Edw. Colston xvjc petts, 5l. 


Royal African Company. 
Edward Colston attended the following Courts :— 


January 21 {[Mr. Edward Colston was sworn as Assistant : 
“ Resolved that Mr. Jeffrys be permitted to send on the Speedwell 
Capt. Goodhand, for refreshment of the Negroes vigt. 60 galls 
of ffrench Brandy, 60 galls English Speritts, one teirce of Clart. 
one barll. Mum, roli of pepper, 2oli pepper dust, 200 old clouts 
and 400 yards of cotton. The Table of Committees—for 
Freighting Shipp and preventing Private trade, vigt. Mr. 
Edward Colston, etc. For examining of Books, Accompt and 
Cash, vigt. Mr. Edward Colston,” etc.], January 28, February 4, 
tr, 18 [Resd. ‘‘ That the Committee of Accounts be desired to 
make inquiry of Mr. Case concerning the Negroes demanded 
by the Exors. of Mr. Peirs and what other information they can 
about the same and Report to the Court. That it is left to 
the Commee of Shipping to perfect the Agreemt. with Mr. Pery 
for Negroes to be deld. on precontracts’’], February 25 [Resd. 
«That the recovery of the assurance made on the John and James 
from Gamboa be committed to the care of Mr. Geo. Bown, 
Mr. Williamson, Mr. Colston with the assistance of Mr. Joy 
which the Court desires of him’’], March 4, 11, 18, 23, 30, 
April 13, 20, 27, May 4, 11, June I, 8, 15, 22, 29, July 1 [Cash 
Debtor To Mr. Edward Colston Borrowed on the Treasurer's 
note for a month at 5 p.c. £500], July 16, September 21, 23 
[To Mr. Colston Borrowed on the Compny bill of debt for 3 mos. 
at 5 per cent £750], September 28, October 5, 12, 19, 21, 26, 
November 9 [Warrants for dividend of 10% Mr. Edward 
Colston r00 guineas], November 16, 23, December 1 [To Edward 
Colston Borrowed on Company’s Bill of Debt for 3 months at 
5 per cent £1,250. By Edward Colston his Dividend 160 
guineas], December 9 [Sealed — Contracts with Mr. Jeffrey 
Jeffreys for ye Speedwell’s Negroes for Virginie], December 14 
[Resolved the Negroes clothes—the Committee of Shipping to 


33 


EDWARD COLSTON 


order what is usual for that ship Negroes preservacon to 
Virginy]. December 23. 


1687 A.D. 


On June roth of this year the examination and determination 
of Christ’s Hospital accounts are, at the unanimous request of 
the Committee undertaken by Edward Colston and Mr. Midgley, 
who were “to certify as to the interest received on the principal 
sums received of Mr. Sketchley’s estate.” Colston gave {100 
to the Hospital this year. 

Colston was determined to pursue his claim against the 
Corporation of Bristol. The record runs :— 


“Oct. 13th, 1687. The Mayor, Sir Richard Lane recom- 
mended to the House the business of Mr. Colston, and that an 
extent is issued against the City. It being proposed that the 
Quit Rent of the Castle and Stockland be security to such 
person, who shall advance the money to Mr. Colston or to Mr. 
Colston himself; and Mr. Town Clerk to take care of the 
conveyance for the Mortgagee to accept £200 at any time in 
discharge of the principal and that Mr. Romsey, Town Clerk 
and Mr. Yate take care to see to this.” 


The whole matter was settled on November 15th, and 
complete payment, together with costs incurred, was made 
to Thomas Edwards, the attorney and friend of Edward 
Colston. * 


1 According to Bristol Past and Present, vol. iii., p. 123, it is significant 
that the money was advanced on mortgage by Edwards himself, giving the 
impression that he was not in harmony with Colston’s proceedings and was 
anxious to close the matter. 

“Colston hated the Roman Catholics, and the Pope’s Nuncio had been 
in Bristol during the year. The King had granted the Declaration of 
Indulgence and the changes in the Corporation were imminent. Bristol 
was veering round to the side of Dissent and Catholicism. To a man of 
Colston’s character these would appear to be reasons sufficient for him to 
break with the Corporation and to take up his residence elsewhere.” 

Latimer,in his Annals of Bristol in the Seventeenth Century, p. 410, states : 
“ About the same time Mr. Colston disposed of his Bristol ships, and closed 
down his local transactions, and in April, 1689, removed from London to 
Mortlake, where he resided almost uninterruptedly until his death. There 
is no trace of another visit to Bristol until 1700,” but see later. 
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Royal African Company. 

Colston attended the following Courts this year : January 4 
II, 25 [he took the oath of Assistant, was placed on the Com- 
mittees “for ffreighting shipps and for the North Parts and 
Inspection ”], February 1, 8 (Resolved, “That to gratify Mr. 
Edward Colston it is left to the Committee of Goods to take 
from him 100 fine sletias that are in time and shipp them 
aboord the Maynard Capt. Gold and Deliver Mr. Colston 
r10 sletias of ours of like goodness”—sletia seems to be, according 
to Kennet, a Latinised form of sleezy or slesie, a name given to 
linen imported from Silesia (Scklesia), and the chief merchandise 
of Breslau], February 15, 22, March r [Resolved, “That the 
accountant do lay before the Committee of Inspections a 
calculate of the Losse the Company have of late sustained by 
return from Nevis and how the Negroes have sold there and at 
St. Kitts”], March 8, 15, 22 [Resolved, “That Mr. Jeffry 
Jeffreys proposition about Arda Negroes be referred back 
to the Committee of Inspections”], March 31, April 5, 12 
[Resolved, “ That the Committee of Inspections be desired to 
perfect the Agreement with Capt Pitley Wyburne for supplying 
the Comp: Ships with Negroes at Arda”], April 19 [Warrants 
to Court of Assistants for Gratuity, 7501. Mr. Edward Colston, 
25l. 13s. 6d.], April 26, May 3, 6 [By Mr. Edward Colston 
Gratuity as an Assistant, 25]. 13s. 6d.], May 31, June 7, 14, 
21 (Resolved, “ That it is left to the Committee of Shipping to 
perfect the Agreement now read with Mr. William Gathing 
for the Delight for Negroes for Gamboa”), June 28, July 5, 12 
[Colston did not attend Courts from July 12 to September 27. 
August 9, Dividend Warrants Edward Colston 160 guineas. 
August 23, Warrants—“for Beads. Mr. Thomas Colston 
£127 8s.,” showing that Edward Colston’s deceased brother’s 
firm traded with the Company and provided beads for the 
purchase of negroes. Sept. 13, Resolved, “ That it is left to 
the Committee of Shipping to take on two Shipps to carry 
Negroes for Nevis and the other for Antigua’’], September 27, 
October 4, 11, 13, 25 [ Whereas the Companie doe find greate 
prejudice by paying freight for Sick Negroes that many times 
are not worth halfe the freight That it is to the Committee of 
Shipping to consider and endeavour to ease the Company of 
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that burthen”], November, I 3, I5, 22, 29, December 2 
[(T.70 /222 Cash Book, Cash Debtor, To Edward Colston of 
London Merchant Borrowed on the Company’s Bill of Debt 
for three months at 5 per cent. per ann. £1000], December 6 
13 [Resolved, ‘‘Committee of Shipping to take two ships ice 
Gamboa one to return with Goods and the other to carry 
200 Negroes’”’], December 15 [To Edward Colston—Borrowed on 
the Company’s Bill of Debt for three months at 5 per Cent 
per ann £1,500], December 20. 


1688 A.D. 
Royal African Company. 


Edward Colston attended the following Courts: January 3, 
10, 24 [Resolved, “That the Committee of Inspections doe 
consist of the chairmen of the foure Standing Committees and 
of Ald: Lucy, Sir John Moore, Mr. Edward Colston and Mr. 
Peter Joy’’) January 26. [T.70/222 Cash Book: 26 Jan: Cash 
Creditor By Edward Colston Interest of severall Sumes 
1461. 17s. 6d.], January 31 [Table of Committees—Edw Colston 
on Committees for Freighting Ships etc. ; for Buying Goods ; 
for North Parts and Inspections], February 7, 14, 16 [Nevis 
Sugar, Lotts No rz Cont. 11 hhd sold Edward Colston at 24s., 
10 bhd at 21s. od.], February 21 [Warrants—Edward Colston 
for impost on Linen 13]. 3s.], February 23, March 6 [Committee 
of Shipping to perfect the agreement with Sir John Bawdon 
for the Shipp African, Master Edward Barnes, on Contract for 
Negroes], March 7 [Cash Debtor—To Edward Colston in full 
of Lottes 7, 8, 11, 48, sold 16 Feb., 449l. 7s. 10d.], March 13, 
20, 27 [Committee of Inspection to consider what is fitting 
to be done in refference to the small vessels passing from 
Guynie and the Plantations, etc. That the Committee of Goods 
be desired to gett ready and shipp the Goods according to the 
Cargoes now approved for buying at Arda 490 Negroes for 
Capt. Crookshanks, 360 do. for Capt. Ingle, 200 do. for Capt. 
Muscombe.—Warrants for dividend on £750 ordered by last 
yeeres attendance of ye Court of Assistants Mr. Edward Colston 
24l.], March 28 [To Edward Colston on the Treasurer’s note 
payable at ro days notice at 6 per cent £2,000], April 3, 10, 24, 
May 1, 2 [Cash Creditor—By Edward Colston Gratuity as 
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Assistant £24], May 8, ro, 15, 3x, June 12. 1 

17, 24 [Resolved, “ Committee of athena to patech pe 
with Capt. Geething for the Delight for Gamboa and the 
Plantations with Negroes”], July 31, August 7 [Resolved 
“That it is kept to the Committee of Shipping to take care for 
the taking off such Negroes as may be at any time in the Castle 
at Cabo Corso’, August 14, 21, 28, September 4, 11, 18 
[Dividends of 10 guineas % Mr. Edward Colston 160 guineas] 
September 25, October 1 [By Edward Colston his dividend £172], 
October 2, 9, 16 [Resolved, “That the business of seizing 
Negroes imported into the Plantations by Interlopers be 
referred unto the consideration of the Committee of Inspection’”’], 
October 23, 26 [By Mr. Edward Colston Interest in several 
sums, 2371. 10s.], October 30, November 6, 10 [By Edward 
Colston In part of Treasurer’s note of £2,000—£500], November 
13, 27, December 4, 18. 


1689 A.D. 


Edward Colston had now reached the fifty-third year of his 
age, and up to this time his place of residence in London is 
unknown. As a bachelor, and he remained so till his death, * 
his requirements would be easily met; and sg he may have 
lived, as the custom of merchants was at that time, on his 
business premises, or perhaps in lodgings, as seems to appear 
from one of his letters (see later), thus leaving him free from 
household cares to attend to his large business transactions. 

In the spring of 1689 Colston acquired on lease for a certain 
term of years a modest mansion at Mortlake in Surrey. Lysons* 
described it as “ An Ancient house at Mortlake . . . said to 
have been the residence of Cromwell; during the present 
century it was the residence of a more amiable, though less 
elevated man, the benevolent Edward Colston, the great 
benefactor of the City of Bristol.” Here Colston indulged his 
taste for gardening, and adorned the grounds with orange trees, 


1 It is stated, but no authority is given, that he was wont to say, 
“ Every helpless widow is my wife and her distressed orphans my sr pane 
—Barrett, p. 655; see also Silas Toddin Garrard and Tovey, and Bristo 
Past and Present, vol. ii., p. 123. 


2 Environs of London, pd. 1792. 
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choice evergreens and shrubs, together with some statues, His 
establishment, even for a bachelor—for he never married, and 
his house was kept first by his sister and after her death by his 
niece—was a very modest one, and consisted of two men. 
servants, Arthur and John, and two female servants, Alice and 
“Black” Mary. He also provided himself with a horse and 
carriage to convey him to his business, etc., in London. (Mr. 
W. Merrick, Solicitor’s Clerk to the Trustees of Mortlake 
Parochial Charities, wrote on October 25th, 1919, in answer to 
inquiries from the present writer: “He [Colston] lived at 
Old Cromwell House, which no longer exists.”] 

The Vestry of Mortlake Parish made prompt use of its new 
resident, and so on April Ist he was nominated one of the 
auditors of the parochial accounts. On May 2oth he was 
present at the Vestry Meeting and signs the minutes. He 
proved a regular attendant, so state Garrard and Tovey, 
p. 323; but Mr. Merrick writes: “Colston does not seem to 
have been a regular attendant at the Vestry Meetings, but of 
course many of them were formal.’’! 

At this time Colston shared, with three partners, interest 
in a sugar refinery business in the old house in St. Peter’s 
Churchyard, Bristol. 


Royal African Company. 


Edward Colston attended the following Courts during this 
year :— 

January 3, 8 [Resolved, “That Mr. Edward Colston be 
permitted to send on the Companies’ Ships to Gwynie for his 
own Account ye Coarse Sletias he hath lying in this house. 
Approved of the Transferr now read of Mr. Edward Colston 
pt: of his Stock to his Highness William Prince of Aurange 
for {1,000”], January 12, 22 [Mr. Edward Colston took the oath 
of Deputy Governor, the Sub Governor and Deputy Governor 
to be on all the Committees], January 29 [Transferes—Mr. 
William Burges his stock to Mr. Edward Colston £350; Mr. 
George Bown part of his stock to Mr. Edward Colston £200], 

* According to Barrett, but who gives no authority for the statement 


(Pp. 655), “twice a week Edward Colston had a great quantity of beef and 
broth drest to distribute to the poor around him.” 
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February 5, 12, 19, 26, March 5, 8 42 1 or; 
, , ’ , ; ; ; ; 26, 
April 16 Warne transferred to Ri i esi ice oe 
pril I arrants to the last yeers Court of Acc} 
Mr. Edward Colston £28 15 9], A ot Assistants £700, 


; pril 16, 23, 30, M 
[{hydes conty. 500 hides sold Edw: 3, 30, May 7, 14 


Colston at 26s. 6d.], May x 
[By Edward Colston Esq: for Interest, etc., 431. rés. laf 
May 28, June 3, 4, 1x [Resolved, “ That the Treating with the 


Spanish Assiento for Negroes be referred to the Deputy 
Governor [Edward Colston], Sir Gabriel Roberts,” etc.], 1 June 18, 
25, July 2, 9 [Transfer—Edw. Colston to Will: Withers £300], 
July 9 (Cash Creditor—By Edward Colston for Interest of 
severall sumes, 1811. 5s.], July 16, 30 [Transferes—Edw. Colston 
to Sam. Ongley {200; to Capt. Hen. Nurse £300; to Ric. 
Prestidge £100], September 12 [Transfer—Steven Pitt to Edw. 
Colston £400], September 17, 24, October 1, 8, 15, 22, November 
7, 19, 26, December 3, 10, 17 [Transfers—Edw. Colston to Mr. 
Hazackerley {100; to Thos. Pitt £400], December 20 [Cash 
Creditor—By Edward Colston, Esq. paid the Company’s bill 
of debt dated 15 Dec. 1687 {£1,500 (?)]. 


1690 A.D. 


Whatever was the nature of Colston’s grievance with the 
Corporation of Bristol in 1687, it did not prevent the following 
application from him, when contemplating the erection of his 
almshouse in Bristol :— 


1 “The African trade of England was long in the hands of exclusive 
Companies. By an act of the first year of William and Mary” [February ! 3th, 
1689—February 13th, 1690, on January 8th (see above) Edward Sager 
had transferred some of his stock to William, Prince of Aurange] “1 
became free and open to all the subjects of the Crown. The aye 
Company, however, continued to exist, and obtained from time - -~ 
large parliamentary grants. By the Treaty of Utrecht the a | ed 
Spaniards were prevented from forming establishments v1 : aoe oI 
Coast by the Bull of Demarcation (‘ Inter caetera ’) of ae treed tan 
(1493), which forbade their acquiring territory to the rao Y a etiee Oi ake 
line roo miles west of the Azores. They would See int cewor— 
American possessions with slaves only by contracts with 0 ie Bnav 
or contract for supplying the Spanish colonies with 4,800 Josh » Sam 
which had previously passed from the Dutch = ie eta moeanary for 4 
to Great Britain; an English Company was “ a Ym LLD., Librarian, 
period of thirty years from May 1st, 1713. —J. K, ingr 138 
T.C.D., in Ency. Britt., ninth Edition, vol. xx., P- 3° 
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“September 2nd, 1690. Colston made application to the 
Corporation to purchase two acres, three quarters, and thirty- 
seven perches of pasture ground on St. Michael’s Hij] [Bristol] 
just above the site of St. Mary Magdalene’s Nunnery, called 
the Turtles or Jonas Leaze, to erect thereon an almshouse and 
chapel and three other messuages.”’ 


The application was referred to the Surveyor of the City 
lands to contract with him. On September roth following the 
Corporation agreed to sell him the same for £100, which was 
paid the ensuing November. 


Royal African Company. 


During this year Edward Colston attended the following 
Courts :— 


January 7, 10 [By Edward Colston Esq. Interests etc. £130], 
January 14, 20, 28, February 4, 11, 18, March 4 [Warrants to 
Court of Assistants, Edward Colston Esqre Deputy Governor 
£61 13 4], March 18, April 1, 15, 29, May 27, June 17, 24, 
July 1, 3 [By Edward Colston Esq.—gratuity as Deputy 
Governor {61 13 4], July 8 [To Edward Colston Esq. in trust 
for Adriana Hobson on the Company’s bill of debt for 3 months 
at 5%, £250], July 15 [By Edward Colston Esq. in trust for 
Eliza Adriana Hobson pd. the Compaynes’ bill of debt dated 
Ist July 1686, £500], September 23, 30, October 7, 14, 22, 29, 
November 4 [By Edw. Colston, Esq. Co.’s bill of debt 23 Sept. 
1686 £750; ditto rt Dec. 1686 £1,250; ditto Interest of several 
sums £102], November 11, 18, 25, December 2, 4, 9, 16. 


1691 A.D. 


Although resident at Mortlake, Colston had not severed all 
business connections with Bristol. Witness his share in the 
sugar refinery in St. Peter’s Churchyard and also the fact that 
in this year Lewis Andrews (son of Charles Andrews, tailor, 
in the County of Monmouth), was taken by Colston as an 
apprentice, and by virtue of that apprenticeship was admitted 
a freeman of Bristol in 1701. 
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Royal African Company. 


During this year Colston attended the following Courts : 
January 8 [He ceased to be Deputy Governor on this date] 
January 20 [Table of Committees—For Accompts; For North 
Parts and Inspection, Edward Colston, etc.], 17 Feb. [Transfers— 
Edw. Colston to John Dubois £200; to John Carter £200 ; 
Rich, Cradock to Edward Colston £400], February 27, 28, 
March 3, 17 [Warrants to last year’s Court of Assistants— 
Edward Colston, Esq. Deputy Governor £58 12 10], April 8, 
28 [Warrants for dividend among the Adventurers, Edw. 
Colston £40].—This was Edward Colston’s last attendance at a 
Court. 

[May 7. By Edward Colston Esq. Dividends on warrant 
2x April, £43. 

May 21. Ditto in trust for Adrian Hobson, Interest on 
£250, £I0. 

May 21. Ditto Company’s Bill of Debt 2 December, 1687, 
£1,000. 

. May 21. Ditto Interest on £1,000 to this day, £75 10 0. 
May 21. Ditto Gratuity as Deputy Governor, £58 12 Io. 
July 14. Transfers—Samuel Hiron the Stock of Edw. 

Colston by letters of Attorney to Richard Craddock, {£400.] 


1692 A.D. 


In March, according to the Bristol Corporation Bargain 
Book, Colston was in possession of the White Lodge and gardens, 
which formed part of the ancient possessions of the Hospital 
of St. Bartholomew on St. Michael’s Hill, Bristol. Colston 
surrendered his lease, and on payment of a fine of £24 a new 
lease for forty years at an annual rental of 56s. 8d. was granted 
by his request to John Price, Mariner. 


Royal African Company. 

Colston is not mentioned in the Table of Committees 
arranged on January 21st, 1692, and his share of the at 
for gratuities, made on February gth, to the Ny is bu 
£6 2s. od. This is the last mention of Edward Colston in 
connection with this slave trading company. 
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It is improbable that Colston severed his connection with 
the slave trade, although no records are at present forthcoming 
as to his further dealings. On January 8th, 1689, he “ put 
William, Prince of Orange, on to a good thing” by selling 
him {1,000 stock in the Royal African Company, and on 
June 11th in the same year Colston was appointed as one “ to 
treat with the Spanish Assiento ” for further facilities of trading, 
In 1689-90, the first year of the reign of William and Mary, the 
slave trade was thrown open to all subjects of the Crown, thus 
giving more facilities and greater initiative to traders, and it 
is scarcely likely that Colston, who had so assiduously devoted 
himself to this trade, did not take advantage of them. But for 
positive evidence the discovery of further documents and 
particularly of his ‘‘ ledgers’? must be awaited. 

“Between 1680 and 1700,” wrote Dr. J. K. Ingram in his 
article quoted above, “about 140,000 negroes were exported 
by the African Company, and 160,000 more by private 
adventurers, making a total of 300,000. Between 1700 and 
the end of 1786 as many as 610,000 were transported to Jamaica 
alone, which had been an English possession since 1655. Bryan 
Edwards estimated the total import into all the British Colonies 
of America and the West Indies from 1680 to 1786 at 2,130,000, 
being an annual average of 20,095. But this, he admits, is 
much less than was in his time commonly supposed.” 


1695 A.D. 

From 1693 to 1695 Colston pursued his ordinary trade, as 
shown by the Exchequer K. R. Port Books [London]. There are 
no further records of his connection with the African slave trade, 
but it does not appear likely that he had severed his connection 
with it (see later). 

During 1695 Colston communicated with the Merchant 
Venturers of Bristol in reference to the endowment of his 
almshouse, which had been occupied earlier in the year, on 
St. Michael’s Hill. His proposals were considered at a meeting 
on September 17th, and a Committee was appointed to make 
the necessary arrangements. After consulting together on 
September 2oth, they laid their conclusions before Colston the 
next day. 
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iy? oS a a 20th Colston attended a Vestry Meeting at 


Colston’s thoughts were also occupied with a project to 
benefit sailors, to whom he owed so much of his commercial 
success, * and he again turns to the Bristol Merchant Venturers : 


“October 24th, 1695. That at this Court and Hall, the 
Master reporting that Mr. Edward Colston hath proposed to 
maintain six poor sailors in our almshouse, in case we will 
build convenient rooms to receive them. It is voted that his 


proposal be thankfully accepted, and the Master desired to 
write him a letter of thanks.” 


This letter ran :-— 
Worthy Sir, 


I this day communicated to our Hall your charitable proposal 
of providing 6 poor sailors for ever, if we would build additional 
rooms to our present almshouse for their reception—the which 
was unanimously accepted of, and a Committee is chosen to 
prepare fit buildings accordingly ; and they are agreeing with 
workmen forthwith to sett about it, as well for their six, as for 
Six persons more, intended to be settled by the Exors of Mr. 
Rd. Jones, decd, who resolve to follow your good example, and 
by order of the said Society, their thanks are by these, rendered 
you by, 

Sir, 
Your humble servant, 
SAMUEL PRICE, 
Master. 
To Mr. Epwp. Cotston, Merchant, London, 
Merchants’ Hall, Bristol, 24th Oct., 1695. 


Colston replied :— 


“T received yours of the 24th of Oct. in due time, whereby I 
perceive that the Merchants Hall had resolved upon building 
of a new apartment, not only for the reception of six poor sailors 


1 According to Silas Todd the proposed benefaction yey oan. aoghang 
arrival of one of Colston’s ships, which had been missing tor : Y “i 
As Colston had written it off as lost, he sold both ship and cargo and app 
the proceeds to the relief of sailors. 
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proposed by myself, but for double that number. I return you 
my hearty thanks for imparting this overture unto them, and 
to request you to render them, in my behalf, to the whole 
Society, at their first meeting, for their unanimous consenting 
thereto.- When I understand the house is finished I shall make 
provision for my quota.” 


The necessary conveyance was executed on January 24th 
of the following year. 

Colston’s thoughts had also turned to another charity in 
Bristol, Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, and we get the following 
entry :— 


“At a meeting of the Common Council, November 13th, 
1695, it was ordered that the thanks of this House be returned 
to Mr. Edward Colston for his gift, in having added six boys 
unto Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital ; and that the Mayor and the 
Aldermen are desired to write him a letter to that purpose.” 


In December Colston was again thinking of his almshouse, 
and wrote to the Society of Merchants :— 


December 5th, 1695. The almshouse on St. Michael’s 
Hill wants some men to fill it; if you, or any of your body 
know of any persons that are fit to go into it, I would gladly 
have them putin. I would willingly, that they should be such 
that have lived in some sort of decency; but that a more 
special regard should be had that none be admitted that are 
drunkards, nor of a vicious life or turbulent spirit,—least the 
quiet order of the inhabitants at present live in, be thereby 
interrupted. If a fit man could be found that should succeed 
Mr. Ham, he might be presently admitted, and his allowance 
should be 12d. per week more than the rest ; till he comes into 
his station; for in truth, when he [Mr. Ham] dyeth, the house 
will be under a very great want of a prudent overseer to preserve 
the good order that is among them. One of those houses which 
I built, adjoining the almshouse, and is made over as part of its 
maintenance, wants a tenant,—I recommend it to the care of 
all the gentlemen of the Merchants’ Hall to find out one, and 
when that is done I make it my request to them, that he may 
be put in at such rent and terms, as they shall think fit ; and 
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further, that they would 
the house once every thr 
it wholly under their c 
little time send them d 
am, Sir, 


please to appoint a committee to visit 
ee Or six months at longest, for I leave 
are and management, and shall ina 
own all the writings relating to it. I 


Your humble servant, 


EDWARD CotsTon. 
1696 A.D. 


The necessary conveyance and rules were executed on 
January 24th for Colston’s almshouse on St. Michael’s Hill and 
for his six poor men in the Merchants’ Hall almshouse.1 
Colston’s care for his almshouse is continuous. He wrote to 
the Society of Merchants :— 


MORTLAKE, 
6th of October, 1696. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I think in this month or the ensuing, you constantly hold 
a general Court for the stating your yearly accounts; at which 
time I make it my request unto you, that the account relating 
to my almshouse, on St. Michael’s Hill, may likewise be audited, 
to prevent a further meeting thereabouts. The trouble, thereof, 
I cannot apprehend, can be so much as to obstruct your other 
affairs that are appointed for that day, because it will not 
consist of many articles. As for the debtor part, the weekly 
allowances may be all comprised in one sum. The coal money 
in another, which is £12, being twenty-four sacks to each 
inhabitant, half to be delivered before, and the other after 
Christmas; the soap and candle money being {12 more, 
namely, ros. to each of them. In a third article, the reading of 
prayers. Ina fourth, which comprehends all the charges of the 
House, when there shall be any casual ones, as repairs, they 
may be also added, and for the creditor side of the account, the 
fee farm rents (when they are received by you, which I intend 
should have been this year, but that the scarcity of money 
hath obstructed the regular payment of them), may be made 


1 See  Colston’s Settlements,’ No. 48in Bristol Bibliography in Bristol 
Reference Library. 
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good in one article ; the rent of Lansdown’s House, in a second ; 
John Short in a third, and the rest of the ground behind the 
almshouse, in a fourth; and the forfeitures for any omissions 
about prayers (if any shall be) in a fifth. Although I have 
mentioned this method, yet I shall submit to such an one as 
you shall judge more proper to be used, whatsoever it be that 
you shall agree upon. I desire that it may be made up once 
in a year, and that the balance that shall be due thereupon, 
may be brought to the account for the year following, which 
balance is designed shall be kept as a stock for repairs, against 
such time as they shall be needful. The rents appropriated for 
the maintenance of the House, exceeding the constant charge, 
by about {10, per annum; since you have not received this 
year the fee farm rents (which God willing shall be paid you 
this next), please credit the House for such sums as have been 
paid by your Treasurer by Mr. Thomas Hort, and Mr. Richard 
Baily, which last, hath my directions to pay you any further 
sum that shall be needful to defray the expenses till Michaelmas ; 
and likewise for £15, due from Walter Lansdown, for one year’s 
rent of his house, to Michaelmas last; and also £2 : 5, for six 
months’ rent of ground he held to our Lady-day last ; and like- 
wise for £2: 5, due from John Short, for the other half year, for 
said ground ; and farther, for £7, one year’s rent of his house 
he now lives in, due at Michaelmas. I desire the said rent may 
be demanded and received from them before your audit, because 
I would willingly then have them made good in account,— 
forasmuch as it would be more facile and clear, if all the income 
of the year could be received before, and made good at that 
time ; but notwithstanding, this account is not to be audited 
before your general Court sit ; I judge it convenient, that the 
yearly expense be not carried beyond Michaelmas, and from 
that time a new account to. commence. Towards the carrying 
on of this new charge, I have further desired Mr. Richard 
Bailey, to pay your Treasurer £50; I am forced to pay it in 
by such small sums, because I find money with you at Bristol, 
Is also received with a great deal of difficulty. One of the 
houses adjoining to the two above-named is yet unlet. I 


* An illuminating little touch on the condition of the times. 
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should be glad if a tenant could be procured for it, by any of 
the members of your Society; but if that cannot be done 

then to encourage the present reader of the prayers to live 
therein. I shall be willing that he be for the future allowed f10, 
per annum,—whereas he hath hitherto been paid but £8, for 
reading the prayers ; neither shall I give more, unless it be upon 
the said condition ; for the rent of the house, he shall pay but £8 
per year, which I judge to be moderate ; however, if it should 
be thought too much you may please to do therein as you find 
convenient. Herewith,I enclose youa scheme of rules, * which 
I would have observed in the almshouse ; if after perusal you 
shall find it needful to have a further addition, pray favour me 
with sentiments thereabouts and you will oblige, 


Your humble servant, 
EDWARD COLSTON. 


When your Court is over, pray favour me with a copy of 
the account as it stands in the book, and likewise with the 
names of such Feoffees that are dead, since the particulars I 
had from Mr. Yeamans, which may be two years past. 


To Captain SAMUEL PRICE, 
Master of the Merchants’ Hall in Bristol. 


The following reply was sent to Colston :— 


BRISTOL, 
12 October, 1696. 
Worthy SIR, 

On Thursday last, your letter of the 6th current, and 
Schedule of rules and directions for ordering of your almshouse 
were read in our Hall,—and ’twas unanimously approved by 
them: and I am ordered to give you their report and thanks, 
and to acquaint you that they are of opinion, there needs no 


1 Among therules were: “ That Common Prayer, asitis now established 
by law, be read in the chapel room of the almshouse every morning and 
evening in the year, by one in holy orders, lawfully ordained; except 
only Sunday and Wednesday mornings and Friday mornings ; when there 
are prayers read at the parish church of St. Michael’s in Bristol,” and 
“ That all the almsmen and almswomen shall constantly come to the said 
prayers, at the aforesaid times, and shall behave themselves decently and 
reverently at them, and answer to the several responses. 
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alteration nor addition to them,—only that the person to come 
in, give Bond to save St. Michael’s Parish harmless before 
admission. At our audit, which will be sometime the next 
month, or the beginning of December—we shall, as you desire, 
examine the accounts till Michaelmas last, as we do the Halls 
and so continue that course de anno im annum afterwards, 
I am, Sir, 
Your humble servant, 
SAMUEL PRICE, 
To Mr. Epwarp Cotston, Merchant, 
at his house in Mortlake, near London. 


During this year Colston subscribed {100 towards the effort 
in Bristol by Guardians for the better employment of the poor. 


Exchequer K. R. Port Book 158 [London]. 


The last year of the London Port Books is 1696. In No. 158 
the following entries occur :— 


2 May, 1696. Ed: Colston in Jno fflowers a Cadis Ixv 
Caskes xxiiij ton oyle. Subsidy xxvjl. ix. vij. 

17 June, 1696. Edward Colston in Capt. Flower a Cadis 
iij hhds (?) xvij Gallons oyle. Subsidy 1. iilj. x. 

23 Sept. 1696. Edw: Colston in Tho. Rogers a Messena 
1 bale ij viij throwne silk. Subsidy viij iiij viij. 


From these books it will be seen that Colston carried on an 
extensive trade in various articles—wine, oil, bayes, raisins, 
currants, “ perpetts,” timber, silk, indigo, serges, sarsapilla, 
coppras, soap, sugar, iron, alum, powder, groceries, draperies, 
“ sletias,” wax, hides, figs, etc., at the same time carrying on 
his activities in connection with the African slave trade. It was 
not till 1708—when he had reached his 72nd year—that he 
was “inclined to retire from business,” as he himself states in 
one of his letters. When he actually did so—if ever he did— 
is not known. In the third codicil, dated December 24th, 1720, 
and when in the 84th year of his age, he records that he has 
bought an “estate held in the Mannour of Taunton.” 
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1697 A.D. 


On June 7th, 1697, Edward Colston and his three partners 
who had carried on a sugar refinery business in the splendid 
mansion of Aldworth in St. Peter’s Churchyard, Bristol, sold 
their interest for {800 in furtherance of the desire of the 
Corporation of the Guardians to put into effect the Act of 
Parliament, passed in 1697 “ for supplying some defects in the 
Laws for the relief of the Poor.” It became a “ workhouse for 


the indoor paupers of the city who were employed in weaving 
and pin making.” 


1700 A.D. 


During this year Colston displayed his continued interest in 
the poor of Bristol, and attended some meetings of the Corpora- 
tion of the Poor. At a meeting on August 8th, 1700, “ Mr. 
Treasurer maketh report that Edward Colston, of London, Esq., 
present in the Court, have paid him one hundred pounds, as 
his gift to the poor of this City, under the care of the Corporation, 
that he have the thanks of the Court for the same, and that his 
name be put up in the Table of Benefactors. (Signed) Joun 
DUDDLESTONE, Governor.” 

Colston was elected an Honorary Guardian of the Poor of 
Bristol. 


1701 A.D. 


On October 9th Colston attended the meeting of Bristol 
Guardians of the Poor. 

On December 22nd Colston’s mother died and was buried 
in All Saints’ Church, Bristol. A funeral sermon, listened to 
by Colston, was preached in Temple Church, where she had 
been married. ? ei ae Rt 

A monument with the following inscription was erected in 
_ All Saints’ Church in the north aisle :— 


t of which she 
z thed £50 to Temple Parish, the interes ; 
onitis tone ae to poor housekeepers not oie 5 eae mee 
quently Colston gave £100 for “ceiling and beautifying 
£60 for a portal and altar-piece, 
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“To the Dear Memory 
of His Father William Colston Esq. and of his Mother 
Sarah Colston interred near this place 
in the Sepulchre of His Ancestors, 
Also 
Their four sons William Thomas Robart and William 
and their two daughters Martha and Martha 
Who were all natives and inhabitants of this City; 
William His Father died the 21st Nov., 1681 Aged 73 years 
and Sarah His Mother 22nd Dec. 17or Aged 93 years. 


Edward Colston their eldest son 
borne likewise in this City but Inhabitant of London 
hath Dedicated This Monument.” 


Among Colston’s charitable gifts this year appear :— 

The anonymous benefaction, usually attributed to Colston, 
but upon what evidence does not appear, to Whitechapel, 
which is thus recorded : 


“r7or. A worthy Benefactor, gave £1,000 towards the 
further maintenance of the Poor Children, educated at the 
School House at Whitechapel, Town End—erected and built 
at the proper cost and charge of Mr. Ralph Davenant, late 
Rector of this Parish ; which £1,000 purchased £55 per year at 
East Tilbury, in the County of Essex, being managed and 
completed by Mr. Richard Walton, Rector.” 


A benefaction—which was repeated next year—for the 
establishment of two schools at Mortlake. 


1702 A.D. 


On August 8th the minutes of Bristol Council ran :— 

“Mr. Edward Colston, being a very great benefactor to this 
City, by several charities and bounties ; and this day, having 
made proposal of adding a further number of boys, to those 
already settled in the Hospital of Queen Elizabeth, of Bristol ; 
it is now ordered that Sir Thos: Day, Aldermen Jackson, Yate, 
Lane and Wallis, attend him, with the thanks of the House.” 


1 “Colston had, from 1702-3, allowed the charity to receive the annual 
rent of £51, payable by John Porter for premises at Wick Saint Lawrence, 
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A subscription list, thus drawn up, was started :— 
“We, whose names are hereunto 
pay towards the pulling down the 
convenient for the accommodation of one hundred and twenty 
poor boys, the several sums following our respective names 
Witness our hands, this 26th day of August, 1702.” 
“I, Edward Colston promise to give £500 for this purpose.” 


The Corporation of Bristol evidently did not carry through 
the scheme, for “this great advantage, to be purchased at so 
comparatively small an outlay, was ungratefully declined. 
The poverty of the Chamber was brought forward as the 
ostensible reason ; the real, that of the inability of members to 
appreciate the advantages to society, for the dissemination of 
religious and moral instruction,” thus explain Garrard and 
Tovey (p. 403). 

But Latimer comments as follows upon the whole matter :— 

“That Colston’s proposal was deemed of considerable 
importance seems proved by the fact that he was requested to 
sit for his portrait to a London artist, who executed the picture 
still in the Council House. (The cost, including the frame and 
the case in which it was forwarded, was £17 11s. od.) Queen 
Elizabeth’s Hospital boys, increased in 1701 to forty, were 
lodged and taught in the crumbling monastic buildings formerly 
belonging to the fraternity of the Gaunts. At a meeting of the 
Common Council on the 8th August [1702] a resolution was 
passed setting forth ‘that Mr. Edward Colston, a very great 
benefactor to this city by several charities and bounties’ had 
that day proposed to add a further number of boys to those 
settled in the hospital and ordering that a deputation should 
wait upon him with the thanks of the Council. The biographer 
[Garrard] of Colston has hastily inferred that the ‘ proposal 
here spoken of related to an addition of four boys which was 
temporarily made to the school soon after this time at the cost 
of the philanthropist. But this supposition seems incredible 


subscribed, do promise to 
Hospital, and rebuilding it 


; rae 7 0 or 
for the maintenance of four boys—making in the whole forty-four in t 
Hospital; but he had never conveyed these premises to the Governors. 
The 24th June, 1710, having himself established an independent foundation, 
the following July the boys were reduced to forty.”—Garrard and Tovey, 
Pp. 401, note. 


51 


EDWARD COLSTON 


with the terms of a document which was signed by Colston and 
several leading citizens on the 26th August, only a few days 
later [see above] . . . (The paper was probably drawn up 
and signed at the school, for an item in the civic accounts, 
already referred to, shows that the civic body visited the 
hospital in company with Colston.) It would be absurd to 
suppose that the parties to this agreement proposed to contribute 
large sums towards accommodating 120 boys without having 
reasons for believing that the existing forty scholars were 
likely to be largely increased. And as Colston certainly made 
some overture to the Council to furnish funds for the mainte- 
nance of fifty or sixty more lads, it seems reasonable to suppose 
that his ‘proposal’ was then under consideration, Much 
contempt has been thrown upon the city authorities for the 
ignorance and indifference to education they are said to have 
betrayed in declining Colston’s offer. But their conduct admits 
of a worthier interpretation. A body of men who had subscribed 
£1,400 (which considering the commercial incomes of the age 
would now be equivalent to nearly £5,000) towards enlarged 
school buildings cannot have been so selfish, churlish and sordid 
as has been gratuitously asserted. And when it is remembered 
that Colston afterwards deliberately excluded from his school 
the children of Dissenters, and strictly forbad the use, in 
Temple Charity School, of books containing any ‘tincture of 
Whiggism,’ one may not unreasonably assume that, when he 
proposed to make a munificent addition to the funds of Queen 
Elizabeth’s Hospital, he sought to impose conditions as to the 
future management of the institution, which its Governors 
were justified in rejecting. To deepen the discredit of the 
Common Council it has been alleged by the same critic that 
‘their autographs were crosses and unsightly blotches,’ and that 
they could see no utility in a school, because ‘ they could not 
write’ themselves. These assertions, when tested by the 
corporate minute books, which every councillor signed on his 
admission, only afford another, and unfortunately a needless, 
proof of the prejudices and blundering that disfigure the censor’s 
work.”—Annals of Bristol in the Eighteenth Century, pp. 46-47. 


1 See ‘“‘Colston’s Settlements.” 
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Colston’s last reported attendance at a 
Corporation of the Poor was on Au 
minutes of September 24th state :— 


meeting of Bristol 
gust 13th, 1702. The 


“ The Governor having given an account to Edward Colston 
of London, Esq. of the disposing of one hundred pounds 
according to his directions, Mr. Thomas Edwards doe report 
that the said Edward Colston, Esq. hath paid into his hand one 
hundred pounds more, as his gift to the poor of this city, under 
the care of this Corporation. Ordered that he have the thanks 
of this Court for the same, and that the one hundred in the 
Table of Benefactions be made two hundred pounds.—PETER 
SAUNDERS, Deputy Chairman.” 


1708 A.D. 


During this year Colston gave {100 towards “ the seating 
and beautifying ” of All Saints’ Church, Bristol. 


1704 A.D. 


At this time J. Jenkins, who received the rents of lands in 
Northumberland, forming part of the endowment of Colston’s 
Almshouses on St. Michael’s Hill, Bristol, became a defaulter 
to the extent of £486 19s. 5d., of which £400 was secured by 
mortgage. Colston corresponded with the Society of Merchants, 
and among his letters was the following, which mentions 
lodgings in London, but which have never been located :— 


MORTLAKE, 
25th March, 1704. 
GENTLEMEN, 

My not going to London this week, hath retarded my receipt 
of yours of the 13th past, which came not to my hands till 
Thursday, in the Evening, when it was brought to me by the 
waterman [a delightful peep into the customs of the past !] 
who I sent to my Lodgings to enquire after it. Had it come 
directed to me at this place, in Surrey, I should have received 
it on Tuesday Morning, but could not have given answer to it 
till the last post because Mr. John Douglas’ letter (the copy 
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whereof I send herewith to you’) came not to me till Thursday 
Morning. You will find that he will undertake the recovery of 
the Rents, and attend the receipt of your letter of Attorney, 
to enable him so to do. I wish it had come in your above 
Letter; as I desired it might, to prevent Mr. Jenkins from 
receiving any of the Lady-day rents—but since it did not, I 
have answered him, that he may depend to have it by this day 
or Monday, come seavennight, and therefore have encouraged 
him in the meantime to send out his summons to all the Tenants 
to bring in their Rents; and have also desired him, that when 
he recd. any, that he would first take a view of Mr. Jenkins 
last receipt, that so he may not give any of them his discharge, 
before he be entirely satisfied that there is none of their Rents 
in arrear. And where he finds there is any, that he receive it 
from them, keeping a distinct acct. what each man is behind, 
and the better to enable your Society to settle their accts. 
with Mr. Jenkins; all which, if you think it convenient, you 
may please to confirm to him; and also, by your letter of 
Attorney, to give him power, as well to recover all such arrears, 
as to sue Mr. Jenkins (if need shall require) for what he shall 
be owing of you,—do not suddenly receive his accts., and 
likewise the money that is owing. I believe you will judge it 
necessary not only to put him in mind of it; but if you find 
him dilatory therein, to recommend it to Mr. Douglas to hasten 
him in both. I suppose the several sums which, in his last 
letter, he mentioned to be remitted to Mr. Clarke, have been 
by him made good to Mr. Mayor, your Treasurer; to whom, 
with the rest of the Society, I tender my services, and do assure 


you that I am, Your loving Friend to serve, 


EDWARD COLSTON. 


1 This letter ran :— 
SIR, 

Yours of the 11th inst., with a copy of your Rental, I recd. and shall 
undertake the receipt of your Rents on the same terms I do Mr. Noel’s 
and others, and make due payment in London, and clear the whole year. 
You may therefore write to your friends at Bristol, to send in their letter 
of attorney ; the sooner it comes the better, in respect of the Lady-day 
Rents. I know your rents are not subject to taxes, and so, with the tender 
of my humble service, I rest, 

Your most humble Servt., 
To Mr. Epwarp Coston Joun DovucLas. 
then at Mortlake, Surrey. 


54 


EDWARD COLSTON 
1706 A.D. 


Edward Colston had s 
relatives. His will shows t an bearing 
his;name. He is anxious to perpetuate his name. Onwards 
and increasingly so he disposes of his wealth for the perpetuation 
of his name and charitable purposes, 

The Corporation of Bristol having failed to enter into 
Colston’s scheme for Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, he turns to 
the Society of Merchants for their co-operation, and wrote :— 


urvived all his immediate near 
hat he has no near kinsm 


MORTLAKE, 
March, 1705-6. 
GENTLEMEN, 

Altho’ my intention of making provision for 50 poor boys 
have been hardly censured by some of the inhabitants of your 
City, nay, even by some of the Magistrates, if I have not been 
wrong informed ; yet the sense of that hath not extinguished 
those thoughts, but I still retain them; and I make no doubt 
but they will meet with far different returns from the 
Magistrates of the city of London, would I make the offer for 
the benefit of Christ’s Hospital there, than they have for your’s. 
But altho’ I have had my education, and spent good part of 
my days there,—yet since I drew my first breath in your City, 
I rather incline that the poor children born there should partake 
thereof ; therefore, if your Society will please to undertake the 
trust (and are not of the opinion that gifts of that nature are 
only a nursery for beggars and sloths, and rather a burden 
than a benefit, to the place where they are bestowed), upon 
the conditions mentioned on the other side, which is a paragraph 
taken out of my late will; then it is my desire that you would 
take it into consideration, whether the place may be proper 
and convenient ; as also if there be a likelyhood of finding of 
stone upon the premises,—if not, if it may now be had from 
the field, that was formerly Mr. Seward’s, that lieth on the other 
side of the road, and from which I was furnished for the building 
of my Almshouse. When you shall favor me with your 
sentiments therein, then we will enter more into the further 
thoughts of the time of beginning the structure, and of Ses 
endowments it ought to have. My present ones, are ten pounds 
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per annum for each boy; which, since I found, was as much 
as was expended at Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, by the 
particulars given me out of their books, for ten years following ; 
and I suppose, may be more than will now cost them at the 
Mint,—to which, if £100 per annum were added for the master, 
etc., and for placing them out apprentices at £5, each, which 
will not be done but once in seven years, and therefore will not 
come to the above £36 per annum; the whole provision by 
these propositions, will come to £600, per annum for fifty boys, 
which is the least number I think of ; and the upper part of 
the field, belonging to my almshouse, fronting the road, for the 
building the house if there be room enough for that purpose ; 
there will be no need of orchard or garden ; neither will they 
want air; provided a court be assigned them to play in which 
is what occurs to my thoughts at present. I shall attend 
yours thereabouts, if, Sirs, you will oblige 
Your humble servant 
EDWARD COLSTON. 


The reply of the Society of Merchants saved the situation. 

It ran :— 
MERCHANTS’ HALL, 
BRISTOL, 
30 March, 1706. 
SIR, 

We received yours of the 21st instant,—and yesterday, 
being as soon after as with conveniency it would be, a Hall was 
called, and your letter being then read, it was voted and ordered 
nemine contradicente, that the thanks of this Hall should be 
returned to you for your kind offer in your letter, and the 
Hall agreed to accept of the trust offered to be reposed in them,— 
and we were appointed a Committee to return the thanks of the 
Hall accordingly; and further, to correspond with you 
thereabouts. 

We do, therefore, in pursuance of such order, return you the 
hearty thanks of this Hall, for your good and charitable 
proposals; and as to the plan you mentioned for building the 


1 An interesting comparison of “ then and now ” as regards educational 
requirements can be made. 
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House, some of our members have viewed j 

very convenient, and large enough for ae a ‘ 
informed that there is not stone on your own ground i 
Mr. Holmes, who owns that ground which was Mr. Seiiicdl 
having been spoken to, hath offered that we shall have stone 
there, at the same rate, as we paid for your almshouse. As to 
the {10 per annum, you propose for the maintenance of the 
boys, we are of opionin that that sum will be very sufficient ; 
but as to the £5, for binding them out apprentices, we doubt 
that a boy in this time cannot be placed out to any good master 
for that sum; at present we shall not give you any further 
trouble, but shall attend your further directions, and with all 
our utmost assistance to put forward so good a design, who are, 
Sir, your most humble servants, 


WILLIAM CLARKE, Master. James Hottipce. 
JoHN DUDDLESTONE. THOMAS Host. 
ABRAHAM ELTON. ABRAHAM BIRKEN. 


The Society of Merchants was active in the matter of its 
new trust. On March 17th surveys of land were considered. 

On October 8th two letters of Colston were considered in 
reference to the maintenance and education of fifty boys for 
£627 per annum. The Society asked for a margin for con- 
tingencies, and suggested £640; and if Colston agreed “they 
would with all gratitude and thankfulness undertake the same, 
and enter into such covenants as shall be advised for the due 
performance thereof.” 

On November ist the question of sites was considered. 
Mrs. Lane’s house on St. Augustine’s Back, Colston’s ground 
on St. Michael’s Hill, or the house and garden, late Manning's, in 
Temple Street. Mrs. Lane’s house—the site of the dissolved 
Carmelite Friary [now occupied by the Colston Hall and the 
chief offices of the Bristol Gas Company, Colston’s School having 
been removed in r86rz A.D. to Stapleton to the former palace i 
the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol in the eastern suburbs 0 
Bristol]. , 

On Fee 6th it was decided to purchase, with Siar: 
consent, for {1,500 “the Great House * on St. Augustine 


Back, Mrs. Lane’s. 
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1707 A.D. 

In August “the Great House ” was bought for £1,300, and 
the work of adaptation for school purposes was begun. The 
Merchant Venturers informed Colston that they considered an 
annual income of not less than £850 arising from an estate 
costing about {£18,000 would be necessary. for the education, 
maintenance and apprenticeship of fifty boys. 


1708 A.D. | 

On April 2nd a letter was received from Colston proposing 
to make the number of boys to be educated, etc., up to one 
hundred, and containing suggestions for a scheme of manage- 
ment. This letter gives an insight into Colston’s careful 
business habits, for he wishes to know if the cellars under the 
Great House could not be let and what they would produce. 
The reply was about {£20 a year. 

The Merchant Venturers submitted Colston’s scheme to 
Counsel, by whom it was amended, and then the Master and 
two other members proceeded to London to discuss the matter 
with Colston. ; 

On July 2nd the Vicar of Temple Parish, Bristol, the Rev. 
Arthur Bedford, proposed Colston as a corresponding member 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, and the 
Society asked Mr. Bedford to enquire of Colston if he would 
accept. The reply was favourable, “ provided it don’t oblige 
him to write frequent letters.” Colston was elected a member 
on August 4th, and writing from Bristol on the 27th that he is, 
owing to age [now 72 years] inclined to retire from all business 
and so could be no way serviceable to the Society, but that, as 
he has for years thought well of the Society’s endeavours, he 
would continue to subscribe to the Charity Schools. 

Colston for some time had been engaged in founding alms- 
houses at Mortlake, but the following record is the first notice 
of them :— 

“October ye 4th, 1708. At a Vestry then held, whereof 
notice was given ye Sunday before, forenoon and afternoon,— 
it was ordered yt the house against the Pound, that was lately 
rebuilt by Edward Coalstone [sic], Esqr for ye good of this 
parish, be disposed of as followeth.” The almshouse was “ for 
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the habitation of such poor as stood most in 
need, and 
most ease the parish, to be nominated by the deen 
churchwardens, and a Majority of the Vestry.” yman, 
(Mr. Merrick, in his above-mentioned reply, 


“ The Colston’s almshouses form part of the pro 
[Mortlake] Charity Trustees. They i. been ea es ie 
District Council for road widening, and we shall, I expect, part 
with them next March, when they will be demolished. I under- 
stood from my Predecessor in the Office of Vestry Clerk that 
tradition has it that Edward Colston built the Almshouse, but 
never endowed them, because the Parishioners would not allow 
him to present to them in his lifetime. I have looked up the 
Vestry Minute Books this evening and will give you a few 
extracts, which rather bear out the above: ‘April 4, 1707. 
Ordered that a Petition be drawn to ye Duke of Leeds about those 
2 Houses at ye Pound.’ ‘April 27,1707. Ordered the Church- 
wardens take care of the 2 cottages near the Pound and defray 
such charges as will be required to [secure ?] them to the Parish 
by satisfying the demands made by the Lord of the Manor and 
ye to be reimbursed who lays down the money.’ ‘ Note—By 
Indentures dated 18 and 19 June 1707, Thomas, Duke of Leeds, 
granted these Cottages upon Trust for the Poor of the Parish 
as the Minister and Churchwardens. etc., in the Vestry assembled 
should from time to time appoint.’ Edward Colston attended 
formal Vestry Meetings on July 17th, 1708, and July 24th, 1708, 
and this appears to be his last attendance until September 25th, 
1712, when his name again appears, as also on April 13th, 1713. 
He appears to have rebuilt the Cottages after they had been 
conveyed to the Parish in 1707, as the following Vestry minute 
shows: ‘Oct. 4, 1708. Ordered that the Houses against the 
Pound that was lately rebuilt by Edward Colston, Esq. for ye 
good of this Parish be disposed of as follows’ (here follows 
appointment of residents of four of the almshouses two being 
left void). The question of the right of presentation would 
seem therefore to have accounted for some friction between 
Colston and the Vestry.”] 


Colston was not present, although he had atone an 
meetings held on 17th and 24th July previous. He n 


wrote :— 
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again enter into any of the parochial affairs of Mortlake ti] 
September 25th, 1712. The reason commonly assigned is that 
his nominations to his almshouses were adversely criticised, 
and so he took umbrage. Certainly he did not further benefit 
Mortlake beyond a benefaction under his will (see later) to the 
school there for a period of twelve years after his death. It 
seems that Colston was impatient of criticism and unable, as 
a rule, to co-operate with others unless his will dominated and 
his own wishes were accepted. 

The Merchants’ Hall accepted the trust of Colston’s Schoo] 
at Bristol, and on October r4th a Committee of six of its 
members was appointed to see that the work at “The Great 
House” was “properly executed according to the directions 
and scheme,” and also “to let the cellars and warehouses 
belonging thereto, at most rent.” 

Forty names were submitted to Colston from whom he 
should choose trustees. 1 

On October 17th Colston wrote from Mortlake to Mr. Stubbs 
“desiring to thank the Society [for the Propagation of the 


1 The nominees appointed by Colston himself were: Francis Colston, 
Rev. Charles Brent, Rev. Hugh Waterman, Sir John Smyth, Bart., Edward 
Southwell, Esq., Richard Haynes, Thomas Hungerford, George Attwood, 
James Pym, Joseph Edwards, Thomas Oldfield, John Heneby. In the 
conveyance (dated November, 1708), of the property for the support of 
100 boys, Colston stipulated that he should be allowed the nomination of 
the boys during his life, and after his decease one half of them should be 
mominated by the Society of Merchants, the other half by his Executors, 
and after their demise by his nominees. On the death of a nominee the 
Survivors were, within three months, to elect some other to ‘fill the 
vacancy.”—Garrard and Tovey, pp. 411-12, note. a 

Two anecdotes are told of Colston during the period of building. (1) 
“ During the alterations at the Hospital, one of the labourers in ascending 
a ladder was observed by Mr. Colston to be without a hat. Mr. Colston 
went to a shop in the vicinity to purchase one,—his dress and appearance 
were such as to draw from the woman serving not very courteous behaviour ; 
but during the negotiation Colston was discovered by the master, who was 
sitting in an adjoining room at dinner, who immediately came forward and 
expressed his thanks in having been honoured with his (Colston’s) presence. 
Mr. Colston having purchased the hat, withdrew with it, and was observed 
to present it to the labourer.” (2) “Another little incident, touching 
Colston’s fixedness of purpose. One day a man was called from his work 
to turn a grindstone that a carpenter might sharpen his tools. Whilst 
thus engaged Colston, not seeing the man at his usual work, sought for him. 

ming to the place where he was, he sent him to his task, saying ‘ he 
wanted the school finished, that he might get his boys in,’ and taking the 
handle of the grindstone, continued turning it as long as it was necessary.” 
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Gospel] for the honour they had done him b ; 
residing member, and to assure them, that ace: 
attend their weekly meetings, that he would not be backward 
in giving his assistance to the increase of charity schools: and 
furthering anything that relates to them, whenever the Secretar 
should acquaint him with the occasion.” , 


Colston, having drawn up his rules, executed his trust deed 
on November 27th 1708.1 

During this year and the beginning of 1709, in a time of 
great scarcity, when wheat was 8s. or gs. a bushel—twice its 
ordinary price—Colston sent to the London Committee dealing 
with the distress £20,000 for the relief of the poor. 


1709 A.D. 


During this year Colston turned his charitable attention to 
the poor children of Temple Parish, Bristol, the parish in which, 
it will be remembered, he was born. His kinsfolk, the Grays, 
were already benefactors to these children, and it may well be 
that they solicited Colston’s co-operation. 

In July the Vicar of Temple, the Rev. Arthur Bedford, 
wrote to the Society for the Propagation of Christian Knowledge 
the following letter :— 


“That by Mr. Colston’s kindness and Mr. Gray’s improve- 
ment of such a handle, there was a fair prospect of erecting a 
church school in Temple parish ; that the subscriptions already 
amounted to {18 per annum, and the offertory is designed to 
be applied the same way; that the number of poor children 
in the parish were now 232, and of that number only three were 
provided for by the Court of the Guardians, though the pretence 


* Rule XXI. ran :—That poor Boys rise before six in the Morning, 
and having dressed themselves, to attend prayers in the School Room, 
or some other convenient place in the House ; and after reading some 
portion of Scripture and singing of Psalms their Breakfasts be given them, 
and then enter into School by seven of the clock, and from thence precisely 
at eleven in order to go to Dinner, and return thither at one of the clock 
and continue there till five only; on Thursdays they may stay but till 
Three, and Saturdays in the afternoon, they are to be catechised, and ie 
on Sundays after Evening Prayer, and after reading of a wre non aS: fe) 
Psalms and Prayers, they are to be in bed by eight of the Clock, and. fas 

Rule XXIV. The colour of the clothes to be agreed on, but always 
Mr. Colston’s cypher. See ‘‘ Colston’s Settlements. 
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of their teaching the children had hitherto hindered all endeavour 
of this nature at Bristol.” 


On August 6th the Vicar wrote “that the inhabitants of 
Temple Parish had subscribed £23 for a charity school, and 
that Mr. Colston was pleased to add £10 a year to it with a 
design to make it perpetual.” 

On August 22nd the Vicar wrote again: “The subscription 
in the parish of Temple having increased to £35 per annum, 
with the oblation of a monthly sacrament, designed to be 
applied towards the support of a charity school, the Trustees 
have resolved to begin with 30 boys, and to open the school 
the 29th current.” 

On December gth Colston sent a letter to' the effect that he 
wished to be responsible for the clothing of the children, and 
he enquired the cost of clothing in Bristol. The reply was 
that “the clothing might be bought cheaper in London than 
in Bristol.” } 


1710 A.D. 


In March Colston presented the boys of Temple School each 
with a suit of clothes of the same style as worn by the Charity 
boys in London. 

In a letter about this time to Sir John Hawkins, in reference 
to Temple School, Colston expresses his personal satisfaction 
at the boys’ improvement and the care which has been observed 
in catechising them, etc., that he had determined, God willing, 
to settle an annuity for the support of the School for ever, of 
£80 in clothing and educating forty poor boys; and later he 
asked for names of Trustees “ with whom he was to entrust 
the carrying out of this charity, so as to have it carefully 
discharged for future ages.” 

On April rst “the Trustees replied by stating that they 
thought the Trustees to be named should be the Aldermen of 
the Ward [Temple], the Minister of the parish, the two Church- 
wardens, the two overseers, and a treasurer; and not the 
Governor of Dr. White’s Hospital, as suggested by Mr. Colston.” 
The book of orders and accounts were sent for his perusal, and 


1 This could not be written to-day |! 
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presented to him in London, by Mr. Baker and Mr. Rogers 
and when returned “such orders as he may think fit to make 
shall be put in method which shall be continued for ever.” 

On April 3rd the Trustees apply to the Corporation for 
assistance, stating they had, with Mr. Colston’s help, established 
the school last year. The Corporation on May 2oth voted an 
annual grant of £5. 

On April roth the Rev. Arthur Bedford wrote to Colston that 
“the Society [for the Promoting of Christian Knowledge] 
desires he would let him [Colston], who had laid so many noble 
foundations, know that posterity cannot more praise his 
memory than the members of the Society esteem him at present, 
for all the liberal endowments, which he is daily settling for the 
good of mankind ; they pray God to raise up more such generous 
benefactors, and thereby engage the continuance of His blessings 
on this nation.” 


On April 2oth Colston notified his intention of providing 
“each boy [in his school on St. Augustine’s Back] with a suit 
of clothes, cap, band, shirt, and stockings, shoes, buckles, spoon 
and poringer,” and also for the school “ brewing utensils, barrels, 
bedding, sheets, towels, table-cloths, notwithstanding the 
[Merchants’] Hall was bound to provide the same.” The Hall 
passed a vote of thanks to Colston at their meeting on the 
following July 7th for these gifts. 

Colston had founded a course of Lenten lectures in Bristol, 
and, as we read the following letter of the Grand Jury, we 
realise “ how much times have changed !” 

The letter ran :— 


To Mr. Epwarp COoLsTON. 
SIR, 

Your many extraordinary favours to our City, expressed 
in your adorning churches, erecting hospitals, and many other 
public and private charities, demand our hearty thanks, and 
most solemn acknowledgements, which we, the Grand Inquest, 
at our General Quarter Sessions [at Easter] do now sincerely 
and in the name of ourselves and fellow-citizens, present to 
your acceptance. Your late benefaction, by instituting a 
course of Lent sermons, is such especial advantages to us, that 
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we know not in what terms to express our gratitude, but pray 
Almighty God to reward your piety in the success of so good a 
work upon the hearts and consciences of our people, and in 
such blessings on your Own person, as the holy and devout men 
of old (who were the predecessors of your faith and charity) 
enjoyed in this life, and in the glories of eternity. We herein 
speak the sentiments of all persons among us, who are touched 
with a sense of God’s glory and honour; and who own them- 
selves the true sons of our Established Church, of which you are 
so peculiar an ornament. We are, by the greatest obligation, 
Sir, 
Your most humble servants, 
Joun Hosss, Freeman, 
RICHARD EAGLEs, and others. 
Colston’s reply ran :— 
MORTLAKE, 
May goth, 1710. 

GENTLEMEN OF THE GRAND INQUEST, 

Your obliging letter was gratefully received, and so shall 
allways be acknowledged by me, because, Gentlemen in so 
considerable a post in your City are pleased to own that to be 
an advantage to your fellow-citizens, which some have formerly, 
and, peradventure, do still slight. My intentions of doing what 
I have done there, were only for the public good; and chiefly 
by the Lent sermons, to revive the primitive Zeal for the 
church government as by law established ; and since I under- 
stand, to my unspeakable comfort, that it hath the success I 
aimed at, I bless God for inclining my heart thereto, and shall 
pray to Him to increase daily, more and more, the spirit of 
piety (that at present seems to be among you) and zeal for the 
best of churches, I mean that of England, as now established 
by law, whose holy doctrines, if we follow, will teach us obedience 
to our Governors, as well civil as ecclesiastical, and to support 
the rights of both, to which that God will incline us all, is the 
unfeigned desire of, Gentlemen, 

Your humble servant, 
bag EDWARD COLSTON. * 


__* Mr. Bedford wrote later to Mr. Colston: “The Lent sermons in this 
City, are punctually preached by the respective clergy ; the churches are 
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Colston evidently about this time turned his thoughts to 
the spiritual condition of prisoners, for on June 14th the Rev 
Arthur Bedford wrote to the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge that “ Mr. Colston’s example at Bristol had induced 
others to help;” and he also wrote to Colston, “Your bene- 
faction at the prison hath also stirred up another gentleman of 
this city to give another sermon on Good Friday, provided the 
Minister will give one of his own upon each Fast Day, which 
Mr. Tucker [who was the first clergyman chosen for the in- 
struction of the boys in Colston’s School] hath accepted and 
began last Wednesday accordingly.” 

The work at Temple School went forward, as the following 
letter from Sir John Duddlestone to Colston proves :— 


BRISTOL, 
July 13, 1710. 
WorTHY SIR, 

I have, with Sir John Hawkins and others, spent some time 
this day at Temple Church and at the Charity School of that 
parish. It did my heart good to see and hear these fatherless 
and friendless children to spell, read, write, cypher, respond to 
the catechism, say graces, prayers, and several verses in 
Scripture, without book. They go on very cheerfully with their 
arithmetic, some are fit to go into the square and cubic rule. 
They sing four psalms very distinctly. There are few who 
could believe it, but they who saw and heard it. God Almighty 
prosper you, is the prayer of your most obedient servant, 


JOHN DUDDLESTONE. 


Colston sent a verbal message: “I am very pleased with 
the progress of the boys.” 

Temple School had been carried on in the Tuckers’ Hall, 
but soon after the above-recited correspondence Colston 
wrote :— 


“ As soon as your parish is in cash to build a school, I will 
take care to order money to pay for the purchase of ground ; 


: llent and 
extraordinary full and the sermons are generally very exce 
Satisfactory, fee inferior to any discourses which are sae gictdon g 
particular subjects.” Colston himself arranged the subjects. vee 4 
p- 139. 
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he inquires as to the cost of building a school for 40 boys, and 
if it would be better to build the school first and then to add 
a house for the master. The Trustees thank Colston and notify 
him that they will consider the proposed site. “In a few days 
Colston’s proposed deed of settlement of £80 per annum was 
received,” but it does not appear to have been duly executed 
till 1715, “ with the schedule of orders designed to be annexed 
to it and a list of the Trustees he had appointed, all of whom 
were inhabitants of Temple parish.” 

In July Colston’s School on St. Augustine’s Back for r00 boys 
was ready. It was a great day for Bristol, and there was a 
special thanksgiving service at the Cathedral, at which Colston, 
leading, it is stated, his little grand-niece by the hand, and 
preceded by the happy band of lads was present, and occupied 
the stall assigned for his use whenever he attended the services 
by the Dean and Chapter of Bristol Cathedral. * 

It was a memorable day for Bristol—the beginning of that 
long shower of blessings happily to-day going on in increasing 
fullness to the boys of Bristol. ? 

About this time Colston made the following application, of 
which the record runs :— 


“Before 1700 [the date is obviously wrong] Memorial of 
Mr. Colston, unaddressed, stating that he had some years before 
founded an hospital in Bristol for the maintenance of 12 men 
and 12 women, who had been of trades and fallen into decay, 
and lately another hospital or charity school in Bristol for 
100 poor boys; praying for a clause in the Act for land tax 
of 4s. per pound to exempt the revenues from that tax.”— 
Calendar of Treasury. Papers, 1697-1702, p. 365.° 

1 This stall, distinguished by Colston’s crest (a dolphin, said to have 
been adopted from the following incident: “One of his ships, returning 
from the West Indies, richly laden, sprung a leak which the crew was unable 
to stop. The water was rapidly rising in the vessel, when a dolphin was 
sucked into the aperture and thereby the vessel and crew were saved ”’) 
and initials, was subsequently allotted to the Archdeacon of Dorset, which 
dignity, in existence @. II2I A.D., was separated from Salisbury Diocese 


and annexed in 1542 to the newly-created See of Bristol; but it was 
again annexed to Salisbury in 1836. The stall cannot now be identified. 


2 The most illustrious boy on the foundation is the ill-fated lad 
Chatterton. 


* For Colston’s rules relating to the School see ‘‘ Colston’s Settlements.” 
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The dissolution of the Whig Parliament by Queen Anne. in 
order to aid the Tory party, added to the excitement and 
difficulties of the times. High Church enthusiasm, focussed 
around the notorious Dr. Sacheverell, was at its highest pitch. 
The proclamation for a new Parliament was issued on September 
26th, and resulted in the triumph of the High Church party 
in Bristol, Colston being elected as one of the Members of 
Parliament for Bristol. 

The following description is taken from a local newspaper :— 


“Bristol, October 28th. On Wednesday last our election 
came on, and it was generally believed the old members [Daines 
and Yate] would have carry’d it without opposition; for 
Edward Colston, Esq., who had given fifty thousand pounds to 
the City, in building Hospitals, Schools, and other charities, 
refused to stand, by reason of his age; but some persons, who 
were well-affected, demanded a poll for him and Captain Earle, 
and after four days’ poll, the said Mr. Colston and Captain Earle 
carried it, the first by near a thousand voices, and the latter by 
six hundred. It was very surprising to see the joy it occasioned 
in this City, when they carried their member that was present 
[probably Earle] along the City, with the mitre and streamer 
before him, and the whole City was illuminated, and the night 
concluded with bonfires and ringing of bells.” 


The actual voting was: Colston, 1,785; Earle, 1,527; 
Daines, 940; Yate, 748. According to Tucker (an apothecary 
and High Churchman) Quakers were not allowed to vote 
because they refused to take the oath of abjurgation ; and the 
mayor, aldermen and councillors “to their shame stiffly opposed ” 
Colston. 

At the time of this General Election a painful incident 
occurred, which cannot be passed over if a right estimate of 
Colston’s character is to be formed. Colston personally differed 
from the Rev. Arthur Bedford, Vicar of Temple,* Bristol, who 


1 Remained Vicar of Temple till 1713, but as a pluralist held together 
Newton St. Loe from 1701 ; also appointed Chaplain to Wriothesley, Duke 
of Bedford; was appointed late in life Chaplain to Frederick, Prince of 
Wales. He met his death from making observations on the comet of oe 
year (August 13th, 1745), and was buried in the ground behind the hospita 
at Hoxton. He was also an Oriental scholar. 
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was a Whig and Low Churchman, and wrote thus to the Trustees _ 
of Temple School, complaining that their “ Minister had given 
the Clergy of the City, that are well-affected to the Established 
Church, an occasion of much scandal, as was to be found in the 
Gloucester election, heading some of the violent sectaries and 
enemies of it; whereby he hath confirmed them in their former 
opinion, that he is no sound son of the church, but rather 
inclined to, and a favourer of, fanaticism; and I cannot but 
be of the same judgment because it is not the first time that he 
hath sided with them, but constantly upon the like occasion 
hath joined with them against those that are truly in the 
church interest, therefore I decline all further correspondence 
with him, he may easily guess at the occasion of it.” 


A clergyman and friend thus also wrote to the Vicar :— 


“TI was in Bristol twice in the time of the late election, and 
expected to have seen you there, not doubting but your 
obligation to Mr. Colston, and his exemplary zeal for the 
Church of England, would have engaged you not only to have 
given him your vote, but also to have used your utmost interest 
to have promoted the interest of so excellent a person, but to 
my astonishment and surprise, I had an account of all ranks 
(many of whom I know to be your friends) of your conduct at 
the election for the County of Gloucester, and your wilful 
absence from that at Bristol, as hath given me no small trouble.” 


The report was that “ Mr. Bedford had joined the Dissenters, 
the enemies of the Church, in promoting the election of the same 
persons, the late member for the County of Gloucester, and 
had also withdrawn himself from Bristol that he might not 
vote for Colston.” 

In his reply of November roth the Vicar admits the im- 
peachment, but adds that he had told Mr. Colston of his 
intentions, who was satisfied. Whatever impression Colston 
conveyed to the Vicar, and which may have been misunderstood 
by the latter, it is clear that no correspondence afterwards 
passed between them, although Colston made a just and 
favourable estimate in 1713 of the Vicar’s work. If too much. 
blame is imputed to Colston, it is necessary to remember that 
even now the spirit is not quite dead, which would make “ help 
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in the work” of a clergyman create “a mort ae 
of the recipient. age on the life 


1711 A.D. 


Colston continued his interest in the children of Temple 
Parish, as the following letter proves :— 


“February 13th, r7zz. A letter of thanks was written to 
Mr. Colston, for his having clothed thirty-four boys, which had 
enabled the Trustees to add six more. That he would be 
pleased to fix the number to be chosen out of this charity school 
after his decease, into the hospital on St. Augustine’s Back : 
and also the number of aged persons from this parish into his 
hospital, on St. Michael’s Hill, so that they may put an account 
thereof on the table to be set up in the charity school, that after 
ages may have accourse to it, and know what right they have 
by his kind benefactions, lest, if the numbers be not fixed, the 
Merchants, who personally live in the richest parishes, should 
after his decease, chiefly regard their own parishioners, and the 
poor who live in the poorest parishes, have the least share of 
what was intended for them. By this means he would be 
pleased to prevent the disputes which might otherwise hereafter 
arise.” 


The Trustees of Temple School moved too fast for Colston :— 


MORTLAKE, 
June 2nd, 1711. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I have yours of the thirtieth past, advising that you had 
sent for Mr. John Davis, and that he is willing to build a school 
on the terms I mentioned to you. Although in my last letter 
I acquainted you with the utmost charge I would be at about it ; 
yet I gave you thereby no authority either to send for or agree 
with Mr. Davis, neither did it enter into my thoughts ; foras- 
much as I wrote to him by the same post, to take a view of the 
ground, and then consider what it would cost me to complete 
the said building in such manner as might be fit for the boys 
to come into it, and when I had that information from hare 
then I could have made my proposals to him, and Sa bey eer 
you with them, that before I had determined on any agreemen 
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you might consult those who gave you the draught, to know 
their last resolutions, for I did not judge it fair to exclude them 
without some reason for your so doing. Let not any thing be 
done therein, till you hear further from me, and that there be 
no after additions, it will be much better to consider what will 
be needful as well as for beauty as strength, before any contract 
be entered upon. It being also intended that the inside be 
furnished with forms, desks, and what else be needful. 
Your friend to serve you, 


EDWARD COLSTON. 


Colston was accustomed to subscribe to the needs of Bristol 
Cathedral. The following extract from one of Colston’s letters 
quoted by Richard Haynes on November 13th, 1711, to the 
Vicar of Temple Parish, is worth giving :— 

“T cannot conclude without imparting to you his approved 
readiness to other charities, for having been informed of the 
subscription, that has of late proceeded towards the encourage- 
ment of our Quire [probably the laying of marble around the 
altar], he desired me to transmit the paper to him, and having 
perused it, he returned it me with the following approbation :-— 
‘ Herewith,’ saith he, ‘ you will receive the paper of subscriptions, 
and I cannot but hope that you will have a considerable number 
added to it, since the charge is so very easy, and the proposed 
end will be so much for the honour of that Cathedral, which 
has been so long neglected ; since none of the subscriptions do 
exceed ten-shillings per annum I am apprehensive that it may 
be thought a piece of ostentation in me to under-write more, 
although I am willing to contribute five—nay ten pounds, for 
the term therein limited, rather than the design should mis-carry. 
I have signed my name and submit it to you to set down what 
sum you shall judge most proper and shall take care to have 
it complied with.’ [Haynes wrote against Colston’s name £250.] 
These are the words of that truly-pious and honourable 
gentleman, whom Bristol never produced an equal.” * 

Colston maintained his interest in his School on St. 
Augustine’s Back, and wrote :— 


1 It is stated that Colston subsequently intended to pave the whole 
choir of the Cathedral with marble at a cost of £600, but his death intervened. 
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MORTLAKE, 


December 8th, 1711. 
To Mr. Mason, Master of the Society of Merchant Venturers. 


Your letter was received by me with great satisfaction 
because it informs me, that the Merchants’ Hall have made 
choice of so deserving a gentleman for their Master, by whom I 
cannot in the least think there will be any neglect of their 
affairs; so neither want of care in seeing my trust, reposed 
in them, religiously performed, because thereon depends the 
welfare or ruin of so many poor boys, who may in time be made 
useful, as well as to your City as the Nation, by their future 
honest endeavours ; the which that they may be, is what I 
principally desire and recommend unto you, Sir, and the whole 
Society. 

Your humble servant, 


EDWARD COLSTON. 
1712 A.D. 


In January the Trustees informed Colston that his school in | 
Temple Parish is completed, “the marble inscription being set 
up over the door, the boys having been taught there since 
19 Dec. last.” The record runs: “ January 31st, 1712. Mr. 
Colston’s coat of arms with the inscription beneath, was set 
up in the front of the building so as to be seen by all passengers 
in the Street.” 

The inscription ran :-— 


“This Charity School was erected and endowed by Edwd. 
Colston, Esqr., native of this parish, Anno Dom. 1711. For 
the educating in Reading, Writing, Cyphering, and perfecting 
in the Church Catechism, a8 it is now established by law, and 
also for Clothing forty-four boys of this Parish for ever.” 


The letter continued :— 


“ As you will see by our visitation, what boys in our charity 
school are qualified for your hospital and be exactly informed 
of their behaviour; so I hope you will be pleased to consider 
some of them when a vacancy presents. We all hope that this 
school will contribute very much to the increase of the Church 
of England, and I cannot but give you three instances which 


7?t 


EDWARD COLSTON 


have happened since in this parish :—In July, 1710, five children 
of John Jessop, an Annabaptist, were baptized together. In 
September last, a Quaker in this parish came over to the Church, 
and had all his children baptized ; and in December last, five 
children of Peter Healy, an Annabaptist, were baptized at 
Church, and the father is now a member among us, and we are 
in expectation of some others to be added to the number. There 
was never a greater zeal shewn to promote the interest of 
religion and charity, than is at this time by all the Trustees in 
general, and I doubt not but it will continue.” 


The tidings were such as would be welcome to a mind 
moving as Colston’s did. He replied :— 


“TI am glad to hear of the success that your care and good 
example hath [sic] met with, in bringing so many to be baptized 
—God increase the number of them.” He remitted £47 12s. 7d. 
balance of expenditure, and approved of the rules and method 
of teaching the boys, “ which will fit them for apprentices, and 
also qualify them to be staunch sons of the Church, provided 
such books are procured for them as have no tincture of 
Whiggism,” and adds: “ The care taken by the Trustees for the 
school boys is very pleasing to me, and which, if constantly 
pursued, there is no doubt it will answer all our expectations.” 


The Trustees through Mr. Gray are in accord with Colston, 
and in thanking him for the £47 12s. 7d. and that no “con- 
tamination ” may reach their children’s mind, 7.¢. “ any tincture 
of Whiggism,” have added this clause to the rules: “ Provided 
that such books are composed by sound members of the Church 
of England, and are first approved of as such by the Trustees,— 
then by the Bishop,—and also by the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge.” And they continue :— 


“That the subscription for the boys’ school was increasing, 
and the school was giving general satisfaction ; that they had 
commenced a subscription for the girls, which amounted to £20 
per ann., and had begun teaching, on Monday last, twenty poor 
girls ; and that it seems to us that God put it into your heart 
to promote so good a design among us ; and, asit isso prosperous 
beyond expectation, so we doubt not but He will reward you 
hereafter a thousand fold for the Same, which is the prayer of all 
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the trustees, and especially of your most humb 


le and affecti 
servant, ectlonate 


O 
Edward Colston’s reply ran :— JOuN Gray, 


MORTLAKE, 


September 4th, 1712. 
SIR, 


Your letter of the 23rd past I received and read with great 
satisfaction,—forasmuch as it informed me, that your Trustees, 
of the Charity School have, by their good management thereof, 
not only procured an augmentation to the subscriptions for it, 
but also by their great industry and zeal in that undertaking, 
have got new ones for the girls; and have already made so 
considerable a progress therein, that hath enabled them to 
place out twenty of them that have been taught; and likewise 
given them directions for their clothing with upper garments, 
and are not without hope to do it thoroughly by Easter. 
Wherein as I heartily wish they may succeed, so I cannot much 
doubt but they will. And not only so, but that, by their good 
example, other parishes will be influenced to imitate them,—so 
that by the blessing of God, it may be hoped that the youth of 
the whole City will be educated in the fear of God, and in the 
profession of His true religion, as is set forth, and taught by 
the Established Church of England ; which God in His mercy 
grant, by prospering the endeavours of your worthy Trustees, 
to whom be pleased to give my service, with an assurance that 
I am, 

Your humble servant, 
EDWARD COLSTON. 


1712 A.D. 


Colston this year gave effect to the suggestions of the 
Trustees of Temple School for the provision of a Ng Reial 
of places for their boys in his School on St. Augustine's Back. 

The provision ran :— 

Whereas I have caused to be taken into my Hospital, on 
St. Augustine’s Back, in Bristol, one hundred poor boys ee 
the several parishes of the City, which I proportioned wae 
to the lists given to me by the Churchwardens, ou 
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inclination to be equally assistant to them all, for which reason 
it is my desire, that said method shall be continued and per- 
petuated among them, to the end that each parish may be 
partakers of the said charity, according to the number of their 
poor as it was at first given by me; but whereas at the said 
first admission, they were taken in from Temple parish but 
eight boys, and since that time I have been credibly informed, 
that the number of their poor is much increased by reason of 
the little trading there is in the said parish, which makes them 
want a further help; therefore, and also because it was the 
place of my nativity, it’s my will and desire that the said 
parish should enjoy the benefit thereof, in as full a degree as 
any other of the said City, and that in order thereof, there 
should at no time be less than the aforesaid number of eight 
boys [if not ten] in my said Hospital ; and that as often as any 
boy of the said parish shall die, or for any misdemeanour, or 
according to the establishment be removed,—another, or so 
many more, shall be taken in continually, and from time to 
time of the poor of the said parish, as shall make up the said 
number, within the term of thirteen weeks, from his or their 
death and removal. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, 
in the presence of the two subscribed witnesses, this 31st day 
of December, 1712. EDWARD COLSTON. 


Witness: Thomas Edward, and Edward Carr. 


To the present and all future Master Wardens, Assistants 
of the Society of Merchant Adventurers of the City of Bristol, 
and to all others that are empowered by my settlement to the 
said Society, to place boys into my Hospital, in the parish of 
St. Augustine. 

During the earlier part of this year Colston, perhaps because 
of a failure of strength, considered his funeral arrangements, 
and committed them to writing in a document signed July 15th, 
1712. They are given under the year of his death, 1721. 

Colston resumed his attendance at Mortlake Vestry Meee 
and was present on September 25th, 1712, having absente 
himself since July 24th, 1708. ee 

During this year the Corporation presented Colston w! 
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gift of sherry, 15 gallons at 7s. 4d. per gallon, and 21 gallons 
at 8s. per gallon. 


1713 A.D. 


This year brought to an end Colston’s representation of 
Bristol in the House of Commons. 

On April 13th he attended Mortlake Vestry Meeting. 

In April Alderman Lane tried to heal the breach between 
Colston and the Vicar of Temple by trying to induce the latter 
to write to Colston. The Vicar replied >— 


“YT humbly thank you for your advice in reference to 
Mr. Colston, but as I am to spend my days in a private 
retirement, I shall have no occasion for correspondence ; I am 
only sorry that Mr. Attwood suffers in his interest for 
Mr. Colston’s sake, as being his relation, because the Mayor 
and Council have different notions of state affairs.” 


On June 13th Colston wrote in reference to Temple School :— 


“T am under some apprehension that your boys will not be 
so well instructed in the catechism, and the other things relating 
to them, an they were by his predecessor” (a belated testimony 
to the work of the Rev. Arthur Bedford, with whom Colston 
declined to correspond after the General Election in 1710). The 
reply begged “ Mr. Colston would favour him [Mr. Carey] with 
his countenance, and permit him to correspond with him in 
all matters relating to his Charity School in the parish.” 


On June 24th Colston attended for the last time the Vestry 
Meeting at Mortlake. 

On “ November 2nd, 1713, Mr. Colston’s birthday the annual 
dinner of the Loyal Society—fixed as a mark of respect for that 
date was held. Mr. Colston being aged, he was not present but 
was represented by Henry, Duke of Beaufort.” 

During this year Colston subscribed £250 towards the cost 
of the rebuilding of the tower of All Saints’ Church, Bristol, 
and also {100 for beautifying the chancel. On the top of this 
tower Colston’s crest, a dolphin, and a pineapple were placed 
as a vane, for a token of gratitude—to such lengths did the 
“cultus” of Colston grow !? 


1 This was taken down in 1728, and a globe and cross were substituted. 
The copper dolphin and pineapple were sold in 1729. 
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Colston secures an endowment for Temple School. 


“1715, February 15th. He conveyed to Sir John Hawkins 
and others, an annuity, or rent charge of {80 per ann., charged 
upon the Manor of Toomer, in the County of Somerset, the 
rent charge to be received by the Churchwardens and overseers 
of the Parish of Temple,—and to be expended in the clothing 
of forty poor boys, sons of persons inhabiting the parish; and 
for providing to teach them to read, write, cipher, and to learn 
the Church Catechism,—to examine them thereon, and expound 
the sense, and to inquire into the good management and 
proficiency of the school and scholars,—and to take care and 
rectify all disorders and mismanagements. The Schoolmaster 
to be a member of the Church of England, of good life, and 
well qualified for teaching. The boys to be catechised once 
every quarter. That four of the nominees shall always be 
Clergymen of the Church of England, and should visit the 
school four times in the year.” 


Colston’s active interest in his charities is evidenced from 
the following letter :— 


1715. 
To Mr. RoBert EARt, BRISTOL, 26th December, 1715 


SIR, 

I have this day a letter from Mr. Colston, dated 22nd 
of this month, wherein is the following words, viz.: As to the 
accounts of both Houses, whensoever the Hall shall think fit 
to send them, I expect and desire that they come in the same 
form that the last did, that being agreeable to the covenants 
between us; only I judge they ought to be signed by the 
Master and the other gentlemen, our friends, that audit them, 
as hath been formerly done. And if the Almshouse accounts, 
were made debtor for the balance of the Hospital,—and that 
thereby evened, then at one view it would appear what was 
owing by the Hall, on both,—but this last I submit to their 
thoughts, as I also do if the arrears may not be sooner got in. 

When you shall have duly considered the placing out of 
some of the boys apprentices, and by so doing, paying the money 
allotted for that purpose, sooner than otherwise they ought to 
have done, and find that the Hall hath been any ways damaged 
thereby, I will readily reimburse them of it by ordering the 
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payment of it to them,—for I would not have it charged in 
their accounts, that it may not be brought into a precedent for 
the future ; and for that end it is my desire that no boy be 
taken in above such an age, as he may tarry in the House full 
seven years, without being a prejudice to his being bound out 
an apprentice afterwards, and that his or their parents be 
acquainted, that no manner of allowance shall be made for 
that purpose, unless they shall complete the said time there,— 
the which, peradventure, may make them not to misrepresent 
their ages, and thereby causing a breaking in on our agreed 
methods, which its my desire should be punctually observed. 
Sir, I am, 
Your humble servant, 

EDWARD COLSTON. 

Colston wrote again in October in reference to the apprentice- 
ship of the boys. 

The accounts kept by the Hall were probably not managed 
according to Mr. Colston’s system; and the worthy Baronet, 
for the purposes of avoiding differences, and saving trouble, 
adds suggestively :— 


“ Tf the account was made up in the manner within mentioned 
it will please Mr. Colston, and be an ease to the Hall, so is my 
opinion, that am, “Your humble servant, 

“ JOHN DUDDLESTONE.” 


1717 A.D. 
On April 26th Colston wrote the following letter to the 
Bristol Society of Merchants :— 
MorTLAKE, 26 April, 1717. 
GENTLEMEN, GOVERNORS OF MERCHANTS’ HALL, 


Yours of the 15th past, and 5th present, I received in due 
time, and with the latter your Hall’s accounts of my Hospital 
and Almshouse; which I have passed accordingly, and as to 
what relates to the former notwithstanding, I have empowered 
them to make choice of a School Master and other officers 
requisite for my Hospital; yet the common civility that 3B 
shewed to all men, especially to those under my circumstances, 
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would have prevented the surprise you express to have been at 
for my resenting your too hasty proceedings in your election of 
a chief, before you had intimated to me your disapproval of 
the person recommended by me for that employment. But 
since my inclinations are rather to close than to widen 
a breach,? I shall forbear to say anything further upon that 
subject ; only I do hereby solemnly declare, that I had not the 
least knowledge or intimation of Mr. Tooker, being a Non-juror 
at the time I recommended him—nor yet till after you had made 
choice of Mr. Samuel Gardner, who I shall hope and no doubt 
by the discharge of the trust reposed in him, will deserve the 
character you have given of him. [I shall also acquiesce in 
what you write relating to myself; and lastly, that you will 
have no objection to direct that this following clause be copied 
in your Hall book, which I rather desire, because it will remain 
there upon record. 

[This was ordered on following July 3rd.] 

That I was not induced to endow my Hospital, only for the 
bare feeding of the 100 boys, that at present and in futurity 
are to inhabit there,—but chiefly that they should be educated 
under such Overseers and Masters, as will take care that they 
shall be bred up in the doctrine of our present Established 
Church of England. Therefore I conjure, as well at the present 
as future Governors of your Hall,—that they take effectual care 
as far as in them lieth, that the boys be so educated as aforesaid ; 
and that none of them be afterwards placed out as apprentices 
to any men that are Dissenters from the said Communion, as 
they will be answerable for a breach of their trust, at the last 
and great tribunal before which we must all appear. 

I am, 
Your humble servant, 
EDWARD COLSTON. 


[Colston in his Will complained :— 
“Now, forasmuch as it hath been too apparent, that 
for want of such inspection and care [by the members 
of the Society of Merchants] the said boys have been so 
gh the knowledge he 


1 Colston is unable to admit his fault, even thou; 
subsequently obtained would have made him act quite otherwise. 
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neglected by the Schoolmaster, 
examined, it was found they had 
ment in their writing and ciphering, by the often absence of 
the said Master from his School, that they were not fitly qualified 
to be put out apprentices ; as likewise, he had not given them 
sufficient allowance of provisions for comfortable subsistence. 
Therefore, to prevent as much as in one lyeth, such neglect and 
abuses for the future, it is my desire, and I do hereby empower 
my Executors and Nominees, in my Deed of Trust, that should 
it at any time hereafter appear to them that the like remissness 
hath been in my Trustees of the Merchants’ Hall or that by 
connivance, or otherwise, they have consented or encouraged 
the educating the said boys in any principles of religion contrary 
to, or dissenting from, our present Established Church,—or 
bound them out apprentices to Masters dissenting therefrom : 
they immediately give notice to them, desiring it to be amended, 
it being wholly contrary to my inclinations and intentions, that 
they should be brought up in any principles repugnant to the 
Church of England now established by law. And in case they 
shall not find good effect from such admonition, that then they 
either intimate the same to the Governors of Christ’s Hospital, 
in London, who are made Visitors by my Deed of Settlement 
on said Hall, or else take proper remedy therefore, by advice 


of good Council; the charges thereof to be taken out of my 
estate.”] 1 


that when they were 
made so little improve- 


Some of the Trustees of the Temple School had refused to 
act, probably on account of Colston’s religious requirements, 
and so Colston made the following provision :— 


“ By a deed poll of the 26th May, 1717, reciting the indenture 
of February r5th, 1715, and that the Churchwardens and 
Overseers had neglected or refused the trust, Mr. Colston, 
therefore, revoked the same, and directed his Trustees to appoint 
a receiver of the said annuity and to dispose thereof as the 
Churchwardens and Overseers were to have done.” 


1 If the Merchant Venturers failed in their trust at this time, ample 
atonement has been made by subsequent careful management of pee ¥ 
$8acy, making possible the foundation of a large and important schoo 
or girls, 
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1718 A.D. 


During this year Colston became interested in the education 
of the boys of the village of Chewstoke, Somerset. A letter 
from Colston, dated r2th April, 1718, to an unknown person, 
probably the Incumbent, ran :— 


“Yours of the gth present, informs me that you have been 
endeavouring for these last two years, to set up a school at 
Chewstoke and in order thereto, have got subscriptions to the 
value of {169, and are in hopes to make them £200, with which 
sum you propose to purchase {10 per ann. in lands in perpetuity 
for the payment of a Master to teach the boys therein, to read, 
write, cypher,—and also to be thoroughly instructed in our 
church catechism.” 


Colston then proceeded to express his willingness to assist 
by giving a certain sum for a period of years. 

On May 13th Colston, being informed that a house had 
been purchased and that £5 was wanted to complete the 
purchase, gave {£5 and settled £5 per annum on this school 
during his life and for twelve years afterwards. 


1720 A.D. 


On May 6th Colston executed his last Will and Testament. 
He subsequently added three codicils, dated June ist and 
December 21st and 24th, 1720. 

Little is known of the last days of Colston, when old age 
pressed heavily upon him. It is stated, but upon what authority 
the present writer does not know, he suffered no actual pain 
but “an inward and daily sinking.” “Business,” he observed, 
“is irksome, and thought wearies, but prayer is always welcome. 
I fail in body and mind, but at eighty-four the marvel is that 
my faculties will any wise serve me.” He loved to have the 
Collects of the Church read to him, since failing eyesight 
prevented him from reading, and he found great comfort from 
them and described them as the “ very marrow of godliness.” 
He spent much time in private prayer and received the 
ministrations of a clergyman named James, who: resided at 
Mortlake, his valued friend, the Rev. William Jones, Vicar of 
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the parish, having died the previous year. A neighbour, Mrs 
Elizabeth Davis, waited tenderly upon Colston, and he left her 
a bequest of {100, “ forasmuch as she hath been very helpful 
and assistant to me in my indisposition.” His last prayer is 
stated to have been: “ Pardon thy unworthy servant, O good 
and holy Lord Jesus,—pardon through Thy blood,” and thus 
on October 11th, 1721, in his 85th year, he passed to the greater 
Life. 

Nine years before Colston had written instructions as regards 
his funeral :— 


“ As to what relate to my funeral, I would not have the least 
pomp used at it, nor any gold rings given ; only that my corpse 
shall be carried to Bristol in a hearse and met at Lawford’s Gate, 
and accompanied from thence to All Saints’ Church by all the 
boys in my Hospital on St. Augustine’s Back, and by the six 
boys maintained by me in Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital [at that 
time] in the College Green. And also by the twenty-four poor 
men and women or so many of then that are able in my Alms- 
house on St. Michael’s Hill, and only to the Church door of All 
Saints [a thoughtful provision having regard to the length of 
funerals in those days, but it was not carried out]. Likewise by 
the six poor old sailors that are kept at my charge in the 
Merchants’ Almshouse in the Marsh. And likewise by the forty 
boys in Temple parish, that are clothed and otherwise provided 
forme. To be drawn directly thither, so as it may be there in 
the close of the evening, or the first part of the night ; and my 
further desire is, that at my interment the whole Burial Service 
of the Church, as it is now appointed, may be decently read and 
performed. And that the money that might have otherwise 
been expended in gold rings, be laid out in new coats or gowns, 
stockings, shoes and caps, for the six sailors; and the like 
(except caps) for so many of the men and women in my 
Almshouse that shall accompany my corpse as above, and are 
willing to wear them afterwards. And to signify that this 1s 
my desire, I have hereunto set my hand, this fifteenth day of 
July, 1712. 

“ (Signed) EDWARD COLSTON. 
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“My sister, Ann Colston’s corpse, is interred in Mortlake 
Church, under the rail in the south side of the communion table. 
But since it was her desire that her bones should lie in the same 
grave where I shall be buried ; and forasmuch as my intentions 
are, that my corpse shall be carried to Bristol, and interred in 
All Saints’ Church, in the grave that belonged to my ancestors; 
my desire is that my said sister’s bones shall be taken up (if 
it be done by the authority of the minister, without the trouble 
of applying to the Bishop of the Diocese) and put into and 
carried down in the same coffin with my body; or if that 
cannot be conveniently done, then in another small one, to be 
put into the same hearse, and buried in the same grave with 
mine, in compliance with her request in that behalf.” } 

Colston’s own estimate—found among his papers—shows 
what he considered a funeral “ without any display,” and gives 
an interesting light upon the funeral customs and value of 
money in those times. His estimate was :— 


A Lead Coffin the inside, and Elm Coffin run ba Se a, 
within, cear’d and lyn’d and ruffled with 


sup’ fine Crape.. re “¢ Ripe ee 6 0 0 
A sup’fine Crape Shroud, Sheet, Pillow and 

Gloves a yp ie re <s 2 00 
An Elm Case, Covered with the best Velvet, a 

double Silver’d Plate with inscription, Coat 

of Arms and Flower ; 3 Pair of Silver Chaced 

handles, and set off with 2 rows of best 

Silver’d Nails .. oF eke ae ae oo SAGs OnEG 
A Brass Plate Engraved for the Lead Coffin .. oat Fo 
A Hearse and 6 horsses, 7 days at 35s. perday I2 5 0 
3 Mourning Coaches and 6 horsses, 8 days .. 3615 90 


Mourning Coaches and 6 horsses, to attend 
Corps to Brentford .. at oe * a a8 = 


1 Since Edward Colston was unmarried, it is not unreasonable to gather 
that his sister Ann presided over his house at Mortlake, Colston’s funeral 
directions were not carried out to the letter, for at a sale at Wick Court 
in September, 1831, appears: “Lot 146. Mourning ring of the late 
Edward Colston, Esq., one of the twelve given to the first nominees of his 
School, in the City of Bristol, only three of which remain to this day. 
It fetched £4 16s. od. Colston directed that £85—the number of his years 
—should be given to 85 poor men and women at Mortlake. The remains 
of his sister Ann were exhumed on application to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. } 
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8 Men in black to attend to Bristol, with Sadle 
horses, 7 days at ros. per day 

2 Rooms hung in deep Mourning By: 

8 Large Silver Candlesticks, round the body... 

4 dozen of Silver Sconces round the Rooms .. 

25 a Wax Candles for ditto and abe at 
2S 

A Large Velvet Pall for the Journey . a 

Velvet Covering for the hearse and horsses re 

17 Plumes of fine Ostrich feathers for ditto .. 

A Lid with Plumes of ditto on the body for 
the Journey .. 

A Rayle round the Body, with Phonics of to 

An Atchievement Frame, etc. * 

24 Silk Escutcheons for the Pall and Rayle, 
at 5s. 

g dozen of Buckrum Escutcheons for Room, 30s. 

48 Buckrum Escutcheons Verged with Silver, 
24 Shields, and 12 Chaps for the hearse and 
horsses, being 2 setts 

12 Banners and 2 sets of Pencils for ditto ; 

3 dozen Buck Escutcheons Verged for the Church 

6 fine Mourning Cloaks for Gentn. 

16 Mourning cloaks for Coachmen and horsemen 

Best Shamy gloves 

New Crape hatbands .. 

26 Ord. Gloves and hatbands for Coachmen and 
horsemen, Postilians and porters 

4 Porters at Door in Gowns, Staves, etc. 

12 Pages in black with Caps and Truncheons 
to attend the hearse to Brentford . ‘ 

6 men in Black to attend the Coaches—ditto 
hatbands 

A Room hung in Deep Mourning with Black 
Cloth onthe road. 

6 Large Silver Sticks aid 12 "Silver. Sconces 
for ditto 

27 Wax lights and tapers for ditto, at : 2s. 3. 8d. 


1 je. Coat of Arms fully emblazoned. 
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38 Favers for horsemen, Coachmen, Postilians, £ 3, d. 

Porters and Pages... os oo Mt 
A sett of Silk Pencils for the Plumes about 

the Corps aa 08 ‘3 “i + 
64 yards of Superfine Cloath at 18s. per yard.. 6 
6 yards of Prest bayes for the Type .. is 0 12 
A Pew hung with black Cloth, Nails, etc. .. —-_ 
A Hearse and pair of Horses that brought the 

lead Coffin, ferrying and Servants to help .. IIo 0 


N 

H 
NN. 
oO 


1ooo 


With such funereal solemnity were the remains of Colston 
brought from Mortlake to Bristol. The procession reached 
Bristol on Friday, October 27th. All day long the bells had 
been tolling. * 

Silas Todd thus describes the preparation and scene :— 


“Providentially I was in the School at the time of his death, 
when orders were given to all the children to learn by heart the 
goth Psalm, to sing before the corpse, as it entered the city; 
which was at Lawford’s Gate, where we joined the hearse and 
sang before it the space of five hours, amidst a most numerous 
and crowded audience, It is impossible to describe in what 
manner the houses and streets were lined with ranks of people, 
and although the rain descended in torrents, none paid any 
regard thereto, but the whole multitude seemed determined to 
see the last of so eminent a man. We came at last to All 
Saints Church, where he was interred under the Communion 
table” [but ?].* 


1 “27 October, 1721. Paid Berry, for the bell at Mr. Colston’s funeral, 
16 hours, 16s.”—Churchwardens’ Accounts for St. Werburgh’s Parish. 
A similar sum was paid for a like period of tolling at St. James’ Church. 


2 The following is from a Contemporary MS. :— 

“The worthy Mr. Edward Colston, of London, Borne in Bristol, 
Departed this life ye 11th October, 1721,in ye 85 year of his age, He 
was brought from London to Bristol, Friday ye 27th October, and Interred 
at All Saints Church. 

Post Funera Virtus. 
Southwl 
Codrington d 
tone Esars, 
Haines and 
J. Donning 


were ye Bearers. 146 Boys sung before ye Corps. 18 poor men and 18 poor 
women were new clothed.” 
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On the Sunday following, October 2gth, All Saints’ Church 
was thronged when the Vicar, the Rev. James Harcourt, D.D. 
[Prebendary, second stall, of Bristol Cathedral], preached a 
florid funeral oration, as the custom of those days seemed to 
demand, extolling Colston’s virtues. 
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MEMORIALS. 


AN altar-tomb, with canopy above, was erected at the 
eastern end of the south aisle of All Saints’ Church, ' Bristol, 
to the memory of Colston, the figure of him being after the 
picture by Richardson and executed by Rysbrach. 


Under the canopy of the monument is the following legend :— 


The Public Charities and Benefactions given and founded by 
Edward Colston, Esq. 


In BRISTOL. 


On St. Michael’s Hull. 


1691. An Almshouse for 12 men, and I2 women, 
the chief brother to receive 6sh the other 3sh 
per Week, besides coal etc, to a Chaplain 
rol. per ann. The whole to be paid by Fee- 
Farm Rents, on Estates in Northumberland, 
Cumberland and Durham, and by some 
Houses and Lands near the house. The 
Charge about .. + i“ ae .. £8,500 


In King Street. 


Six Saylors to be maintain’d in the Merchants’ 
Alms House, by a Farm in Congersbury, 
Somerset. The Charge wi He 6s 600 


1 In the year 1843, while the Churchwardens were making some im- 
provements in All Saints’ Church, Francis Edward Colston, the then 
descendant and representative of the family, expressed an anxiety that 
they should avail themselves of the opportunity, and endeavour to ascertain 
the exact spot where the remains of his philanthropic ancestor were 
deposited. This was done, and the lid of the coffin was removed, in the 
presence of the Treasurer, Vicar and Churchwardens, and Mr. Henry 
Penton, from whose Memorandum we quote, they found “ The immortal 
Colston himself, lying in all the apparent tranquility of sleep. The features 
were so perfect, as to be readily recognised ; so much so, that it is not 


improbable that a cast of his head was taken for the celebrated monument 
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In Temple Street. 


1696. A School, for 40 Boys to be cloath’d and taught, 
endowed with an annuity out of the Mannor 
of Tomarhear, Som: an House and Garden 
for ye Master, ye charge... AP -. £8,000 


In the College Green. 


1702. To ye Rebuilding ye Boys’ Hospital: sia 500 
and for 6 Boys to be cloath’d, maintain’d, 
instructed, and apprentic’d, a Farm of 
7ol. per an: in Congersbury. The Charge.. 1,500 


In St. Peter’s Parish. 


To the Mint Work House ‘s - We 200 
and for placing out poor children + i. 200 


On St. Augustine’s Back. 


1708. An Hospital for a Master, two Ushers, and 
a Catechist, and for one hundred Boys to be 
instructed, cloath’d, maintained and 
apprentic’d. The charge about... ..» 40,000 
rool. per an: to be given for 12 years after his 
Death, either to those who have been 
apprentic’d from the Hospital on St. 
Augustine’s Back, or for the apprenticing 
of Boys from Temple School, by rol. each 1,200 
To the Several Charity-schools, each rol. per 
an: given for many years whilst He Liv'd, 
and to be continued for 12 years after His 
Death. 


f him in the Church, sculptured by Rysbrach. The face was covered 
with a sheet, quite strong aha perfect, and a diaper cap or napkin i his 
head ; his cravat and shirt exactly of the make and form of a shewn 
on the same admirable monument in front of the vault. The w i was 
sacredly and immediately closed and re-placed; a ae eon _ ing 
soldered on, inscribed: Edward Colston, 1721,.”—-Garrard an ovey 
Pp. 492, note, 
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To ye Repair and itt of Churches. 


All, Saints’ « «21s pet els Geely ali hRSO 
Cathedral... : heck sat atertss cey ace BS ee) B60 
Clifton Pe See toa, iat Pee te ea, 
Sts Jathes §..\- s.2:- Ve tes Ore TOD 
St. Mary Redcliff PS ta POL NAY ge Pe 
St. Michael suhty bghi s CURE Pueee & sho, ete SO) 
St. Stephen oo eee ae ere Oe, Sen eee 
Temple vn A at Rae Re a ee LEG 
St. Thomas C8 VR: Sw aR AR oD 
St. Wefburgly |< i<% > a eee ae ee LOD 


For reading Prayers at All Sts. every mad nes 
and Tuesday morning 71. per an: 

For 12 Sermons at Newgate 6l. per an:.. 

For 14 Sermons in Lent, 2ol. per an: .. 


In LonpDoN. 
To St. Bartholomew’s 
To Christ Church 
To St. Thomas’ Hospital 
To Bethlem és 
To the New Work-house without Bishop’ S Gate 
To the Society for propagating the raga 
To the Company of Mercers 


In SURRY. 
At Sheen. 


An Alms House for six poor Men, built and 
endow’d. 


At Mortlake. 


For the Education, and Cloathing of 12 po 
and 12 Girls, 45]. per an. : 
To 85 poor people at his Death, 20s. each 


In DEVONSHIRE. 
Towards building a Church at Tiverton o 
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£1,230 


140 
120 
400 


2,500 
2,000 
500 
500 
200 
300 
100 


goo 
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In LANCASHIRE. 
Towards building a Church at Manchester. 


£20 
To eighteen Charity Schools in several Parts 
of England for many years of his Life and to 
be continued for 12 years after his Death, gol. 
per annum. 
To the Augmentation of 60 Small Livings .. 6,000 


This Great and Pious Benefactor 
was known to have done many 
other excellent Charities, and 
What He did in Secret is believed 
to be, not inferior, to what 
He did in Publick. 


On the slab beneath is the following :— 


Edward the son of William Colston Esq. 
and Sarah His Wife, was born in this City, 
November 2, 1636, Dy’d at Mortlake in Surry, 

October 11, 1721 and Lyes buried near this 

Monument. 


There are four portraits of Colston known to be in 
existence :-— 

I. The portrait which hung in his house at Mortlake, and 
which, together with that of his father, he directed by his will 
should be removed to his School on St. Augustine’s Back, but 
now removed to Stapleton. 

2. Painted by Richardson, and engraved by Virtue. It was 
painted by order of the Corporation of Bristol in 1702, at the 
cost of {17 11s, od. of the money of that day, and is still in 
the Council House An inscription is appended. 

3. In the Bristol Merchant Venturers’ Hall. 

4. Painted by Kneller in 1693, and is in St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, London. ae 

5. In 1724 “by the voluntary contributions of some of the 
parish [Redcliffe] was raised the sum of £20 and paid into the 
Vestry, the profit thereof to be paid for ringing the bells a 
memory of the late Edward Colston, Esq., at the 2nd [new style 


89 


EDWARD COLSTON 


the 13th] day of November, yearly for ever. The sum of 20s, 
is annually paid by the Vestry, 2nd [13th] November for ringing 
the bells on that day.”’—Benefaction Table in St. Mary’s, 
Redcliffe. 

6. In 1890 a magnificent stained glass window was placed in 
the North Transept of Bristol Cathedral by the subscriptions of 
the members of the Dolphin Society. 

7. Statue erected in the newly-constructed Colston Avenue, 
Bristol. This bronze statue was designed by John Cassidy of 
Manchester, and was unveiled on November 13th, 1895. It 
cost upwards of £800, but the subscriptions fell short of this 
sum, and it was hoped that the subscriptions at the usual dinners 
in the evening would meet the deficit, but only the sums of 
f{12 from the Anchor dinner and fr tos. from the Dolphin 
dinner were added, leaving the balance of £150 to be given 
anonymously by one of the promoters of the design. 

8. On May 3rd, 1908, a window was erected in All Saints’ 
Church, Bristol, above Colston’s monument, to his memory by 
some citizens, at a cost of £400. 


go 


CHARACTER OF EDWARD COLSTON. 


It is a thankless task to try to form a just estimate of the 
character of Edward Colston, when for so many years that has 
been distorted by fulsome adulation and his personality obscured 
by endless eulogies, which have little in them that has any 
relationship to historical accuracy. Yet this task is more than 
necessary if we are “to see the man” as he really was. 

It is clear that Edward Colston was a shrewd man of business 
with a very clear judgment. His riches did not prevent him 
giving attention to details or taking trouble to secure the best 
bargain, even in small things: witness his desire that the cellars 
under his Hospital should be let, and his inquiry whether 
clothes for the children could be obtained cheaper in London or 
Bristol, and the subsequent purchase in London, and his last 
directions for the sale of the orange trees and shrubs in his 
garden at Mortlake, even at the expense of its beauty, if the 
incoming tenant declined to purchase. 

Edward Colston must have been an extremely difficult man 
to co-operate with, owing to his temper and the obstinacy with 
which he asserted his own will. He condescended to use “the 
power of the purse ”—always a sign of littleness: witness his 
refusal to listen to the pleadings of the Governors of Christ’s 
Hospital, when he wishes to break through the rules, and the 
yielding of the Governors because they feared the loss of his 
financial help. He even levied a distraint to recover a loan on 
his native-¢ity, pressing for recovery at a most difficult time, 
and even though a mortgage of the City property was offered 
to him. He disagreed with the Vestry of Mortlake. In his 
will, made a year before he died, he reflects—evidently on 
hostile reports—upon the management of his hospital by 
Bristol Merchant Venturers, in terms which point strongly to 
the distortion of his judgment by his favourite religious 
obsession. 

In politics he was an ardent Tory, and shows an ae tae 
harsh spirit: because he has helped the Vicar of Temple in 
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his work, he will not tolerate that this clergyman should venture 
to think and to differ from him in politics. Claiming the right 
to his own opinion, he denies that right to others. He insisted 
that the school books of Temple School children should have 
in them “no tincture of Whiggism.” But it must always be 
remembered that “much that has been said of his narrow- 
mindedness was the natural consequence of the times in which 
he lived. His dislike and distrust of Whigs and Dissenters 
were shared by all his party, and both sides in politics and 
religion were equally violent in their words and actions. He 
was peremptory in his dealings, and strict in exacting the 
deference and obedience he thought due to him from those who 
he entrusted to carry out his benevolent schemes. As a strong 
party man he had many enemies who misrepresented him and 
hindered his plans, and spread untrue reports on his private life.” 

Edward Colston, then, was the product of an intolerant age, 
tolerance, as now understood, being unknown at this period. ! 
But few rise superior to their own times. Almost invariably 
he required all who benefited by his charities to be members 
of the Church of England. The trustees of his schools are to 
take effectual care, as far as in them lieth, that the boys are 
not “contaminated.” In his letter, dated April 26th, 1717, he 
wrote to Bristol Merchant Venturers: “That I was not induced 
to endow my Hospital, only for the bare feeding of the roo boys, 
that at present and in futurity are to inhabit there,—but 
chiefly that they should be educated under such Overseers and 
Masters, as will take care as far as in them lieth, that the boys 
be so educated as aforesaid ; and that none of them be afterwards 
placed out as apprentices to any men that ave Dissenters from the 
said Communion, as they will be answerable for a breach of 
trust, at the last and great tribunal before which we must all 
appear.” Low Churchmen, Dissenters and Roman Catholics 
were equally abhorrent to him, and his dislike and narrowness 
increased and hardened as he neared the end of his life, for 
in his Will he gave “Hester Bowman £30, but only on 
condition that she do in all things conform to the Established 
Church of England.” Even his eulogistic but indiscriminating 
biographers are compelled to admit, “Colston’s intolerable 


* See Canon XI., a.p. 1603, of the Church of England, a striking 
contrast to resolutions of the Lambeth Conference in 1920! 
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antipathy to Dissent, it must 

the confines of bigotry.” 
The secret, with all its saddening reflections, of h 

Colston made much of his vast weal ie aeeieal 


: th, is solved by his connection 
with the slave trade. But it must always be remembered that 


“we cannot picture him justly except against his historical back- 
ground,” and that this iniquitous trade was defended even by 
ecclesiastics. He accumulated riches, states Barrett, “so great 
that the family since have never yet given any account how 
this great fortune accumulated so fast.” While it is a fact that 
Colston was largely involved in the slave trade, which was 
“the greatest source of crime and suffering recorded in the 
annals of mankind,” ? yet Colston must be j udged by the standard 
of his times, when Many men, bearing honourable names, were 
engaged in this trade and certainly in Bristol, so no echo of 
adverse criticism would find entrance to his native city. * 


be acknowledged, approaches to 


1 Garrard and Tovey, p. 435. 


2 See Clarkson’s History of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and also 
that very sad volume in the Bristol Central Library of Letters to Isaac 
Hobhouse [sometime Churchwarden of Westbury-on-Trym, and founder of 
the Hobhouse family] and Partners [including Onesiphorus Tyndall, founder 
of the Tyndall family, and owner of Tyndall’s Park, Bristol], from the 
Capiains of their slave ship, c. 1713. It is an unintentional irony that the 
statue of Burke, who later supported so splendidly the successful effort to 
modify and then to abolish the slave trade, should with outstretched hand 
and in vigorous attacking attitude, dominate the entrance to Colston 
Avenue, Bristol, while the statue of Colston in the centre represents him 
with bowed head. 


* The traffic in men had been carried on by Bristol merchants for 
many centuries. “In its worst form it had been denounced alike by 
saintly Wulfstan and the infamous Jefireys, but it was long before men 
came to see anything inconsistent with religion or morality in the kidnapping 
and sale of negroes, and now and then pious prayers were offered for the 
success of a slaver’s voyage. The trade (was) declared by the Mayor in 
1713 to be one of the great supports of our people.”—W. Hunt, Bristol, 
p. 214. On Jane 13th a letter was sent by the Mayor and some Aldermen 
of Bristol to the Duke of Ormond [Lord High Steward of Bristol], late 
for his support of the Bristol merchants in their resistance to iri are 
of the African Company of London to monopolise the trade on t 4 A = 
slave coast. In 1755 there were 155 Bristol merchants engage Le “4 
African trade, and when “ the Act for the abolition of slavery in the ; ag 
Colonies ” was passed in 1833, and came into operation on August inc 
according to a Parliamentary return issued in 1834 the i tn a woth 
slave owners received compensation as vo ae ee oh €. 
Daniel, £55,178; H. J. D. E. Bate aoe in Baillie, 12,068; Mr. Philip 
Coderington, Bart., £29,867 ; Mr. James Evan tials 
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Still, it has been written that from the latter part of the 
seventeenth century, when the nature of the slave trade began 
to be understood by the public [Colston must have known very 
much earlier], all that was best in England was adverse to it. 3 
The wish cannot but arise that Edward Colston had been found 
among “all that was best in England.” But Colston was not 
a “man of vision.” His sympathies were narrow and did not 
go out to mankind in general. 

But within his narrowed outlook Colston was a man of 
deep charity. In middle life he is found giving support to 
Christ’s Hospital, and with no family claims and his own 
immediate kinsmen dead, he gave, as life went on, most 
handsomely in many directions for the support and care of 
children. He cannot be truly described as an educationist, 
but he must have possessed a real, if limited, love for children. 
He gives towards apprenticeships, founds almshouses for the 
aged, and gives endowments for sailors in an almshouse. He 
takes an interest in the recipients of Poor Law Relief, and during 
the scarcity of corn in 1708-09 gives £20,000 to the London 


John Miles, £9,076; James Cunningham, £12,357; Richard Bright, 
£8,092; Robert Bright, £3,280; Messrs. Charles Pinney and E. Case, 
£3,572. The list does not include payments under £3,000. The Bristol 
Times of April 8th, 1854, stated that Messrs. Daniel and Sons, who 
had a house in London as well as in Bristol, and held heavy mortgages on 
West Indian plantations, nominally possessed by others, “ obtained not 
much less than a quarter of a million compensation for their slaves—J. L. 
1895.” 

The following return is interesting :— 

Jamaica. Return of number of slaves and estimated value thereof in 
each class in possession of John Salmon, Junr., as attorney for Susan 
Parker, on the 1st day of August, 1834 :— 


Classes. Number. Value in sterling 

Head People Se os te 3 210 

Praedial } Tradesmen vs as oy P| 150 

attached. } Field Labourers .. a. Pr 19 1,235 

Inferior Field Labourers i 16 560 

pena al } Head Domestic Servants at I 80 
Children under six years of age on 

Ist August, 1834 BC On 5 60 
Aged, diseased or otherwise non- 

effective x ae xe 2 24 


1 Cf. Dr. Ingram in his article above mentioned. 
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Committee for the relief of the poor. He is a great benefactor 
to the Church of England and the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel. He gives a large benefaction to the Governors 
of Queen Anne’s Bounty to augment small livings and founds 
Lenten lectures, of which the subjects are arranged by himself 
to harmonise with his prejudices, a state of mind produced 
doubtless by the unlovely times, ecclesiastical and civil, in 
which Colston’s lot was cast. 

Truly, within his narrowed outlook, prejudices and lack of 
vision, Edward Colston can be written down as one who “ loved 
his fellow men.” 
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‘‘ Keep my memory green.” 


Soon after Colston’s death in 1721 societies, of various parties, 
political and otherwise, were founded to “ keep his memory green,” 
and to carry on charitable work among the poor of Bristol. On 
November 2nd, till the old style of reckoning gave place to the new 
style, and then on November 13th, Colston’s birthday has been 
observed and great gatherings for dinners and speeches—mainly 
political—have been held and made almost each year since, excepting 
that during the Great War 1914-19 and during 1919 such gatherings 
wereinabeyance. Although it is for the most part a time of political 
yet friendly contention, the charitable side of these Societies has 
never been forgotten or overlaid. ‘‘ Agreement in difference’’ is 
shown by the fact that the various Presidents now begin their 
annual collections on November 13th by mutual greetings of goodwill 
and mutual exchange of cheques, while many members are also found 
as subscribers to all the Societies. The various Presidents are 
elected in November and their term of office extends to the following 
November, the year of office being given as that in which the major 
portion of their time falls. The charitable objects have been varied 
from time to time as more enlightened views in reference to the 
distributions of charity have come into existence, but always the 
needs of the poor and the best ways of meeting them have been 
the first consideration. 


I.—TuHE COLSTON OR PARENT SOCIETY. 


The earliest society to be established was ‘‘ The Colston Society,” 
afterwards and now called ‘‘The Parent Society.”4 The first 
meeting was on November 2nd (old style), 1726, when twenty-three 
individuals subscribed £34 4s. od. “‘ for a sermon to be preached in 
St. Mary Redcliff’’ [where a muffled peal is rung at midnight on 
November 12th (new style)] ‘‘on November 2nd (old style) yearly 
for ever: and the interest of the surplus money, if any, shall be 
paid for the use of the charity school of the said parish for ever.” 
On November 2nd, 1729, the Society again met ‘‘for raising a sum 


1 “ The Loyal Society,” established in honour of Colston’s return to 
Parliament, is not usually considered among the Colston Societies. It 
does not now exist. 
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of money to be paid into the Vestry of St. Mary Redcliff 

thereof to be given to the poor in bread on the 2nd vase fe 
ever.” Each member was expected to occupy the Presidency when 
his turn arrives or pay a fine varying from £5 to £50, but early in 
the nineteenth century it was fixed at thirty guineas. From 1743 
to 1896 some fifty-four members declined the presidency and 
consequently increased the funds of the Society. The Society is 
somewhat of a private character, and its proceedings are not as a 
tule published. In 1840 the Society had accumulated {2,300. 
Each year the members attend service at St. Mary Redcliff Church 
and dine together in the evening. The funds are now devoted 
to educational purposes and the relief of the sick and poor of the 
district. 


Presidents of the Colston or Parent Soctety. 


1739 Richard Warren. 1765 Stephen Bagg. 
1740 John Little. 1766 William Gore. 
1741 Arthur Hart. 1767 Charles Hotchkin, 
1742 Robert Smith. Common Councillor. 
1743 William Berrow. 1768 Henry Hobhouse. 
1744 Henry Gresley. 1769 Francis Brown. 
1745 John Pinke. 1770 William Eagles. 
1746 Thomas Smith. 1771 Robert Jackson. 
1747 William Hart, sen. 1772 Robert Vigor. 
1748 Jarritt Smith, M.P. 1773 Edward Sampson. 
1749 Sidenham T®ast. 1774 William Barrett. 
1750 Joseph Lewis. 1775 John Mereweather. 
1751 William Hart, jun. 1776 John Cooke. 
1752 Rt. Hon. Edward 1777. Joseph Wilson. 
Southwell, M.P. 1778 John Hugh Smyth. 
1753 Nathaniel Day, Alderman. | 1779 John Mayo. 
1754 Thomas Chester, M.P. 1780 Winchcombe Henry 
1755 Norborne Berkeley, M.P. Hartley, M.P. 
1756 Charles Bragge. 1781 Michael Miller. 
1757 John Tandy. 1782 Matthew Brickdale, M.P. 
1758 Richard Blake. 1783 John Powell. 
1759 Josiah Ross. 1784 Henry sagt 
1760 William Aleyne. 1785 Timothy Powell. 
1761 William Phelps. 1786 Richard seep 
1762 Joseph Percival. 1787 John ee ee 
1763 John Perks. 1788 Richard ae, 
1764 Samuel Smith. 1789 Thomas Warren: 


97 





1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 


1799 
1800 


1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 


1805 
1806 


1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 


1814 
1815 


1816 
1817 


1818 
1819 


1820 


EDWARD 


The Duke of Beaufort. 
Thomas Eagles. 
Richard Haynes. 
John Cave. 
Thomas Smyth. 
John Tyler. 
William Westley. 
Robert Watkins. 
William Hayward 
Winstone. 
William Moncrieffe, M.D. 
Timothy Powell. 
Peter Lilly. 
Joshua Powell. 
James Brown. 
The Duke of Beaufort. 
[James Brown appears to 
have presided for him.] 
Samuel Edwards. 
Thomas Hungerford 
Powell. 
Thomas Daniel, Alderman. 
Peter Clissold. 
Thomas Cole. 
Joseph Dyer. 
James Leman. 
Thomas Shute, M.D. 
Lord Robert Edward 
Henry Somerset. 
[James Brown appears to 
have presided for him. ] 
James Sutton. 
William Holder. 
[Thomas Corser appears to 
have presided for him.] 
William Stock. 
John Haythorne, 
Alderman. 
Thomas Corser. 
Thomas Curtis Leman. 
[Robert Jenkins presided 
for him.] 
William Jones. 
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1821 


1822 
1823 


1824 
1825 
1826 


1827 


1828 
1829 


1830 


1831 


1832 


1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 


1838 


1839 
1840 
1841 


Benjamin Bickley. 

[Thomas Corser presided 
for him.) 

Henry Overton Wills. 
John Acraman. 

[William Purnell pre- 

sided for him.] 
William Lambe Willshire. 
William Cooke. 
Francis Freeling. 

[William Purnell pre- 
sided for him.] 

George Henry Freeling. 
[John Haythorne, Alder- 
man, presided for him]. 
George Wyld. 
Robert Jenkins, Common 
Councillor. 

[Thomas Curtis Leman 

presided for him.] 
Charles Hare. 

[William Bell, the Presi- 
dent-elect died before 
the date of the dinner.] 

No meeting in conse- 
quence of the Riots. 
John Tomlinson. 

(William Purnell pre- 

sided for him.] 
Jasper Westcott. 
Samuel Crady Edwards. 
Samuel Lucas. 
John Rocke Panter. 
William Purnell. 

[Samuel Lucas presided 
for him.] 

Henry Attwood. 

(William Purnell pre- 
sided for him.] 

John Steele. 

Benjamin Purnell. 

Richard Jenkins 
King, Councillor. 


Poole 
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1842 tare Fripp, J.P., 1870 George Frederick Fox. 
erman. 1871 The Rey. George Madan 
1843 John Howell, Tes (William H. Edwards, 
Councillor. the President-elect, 
1844 Thomas Stiff, died before the date of 
Alderman. 


Al the dinner.] 
1845 William Hopton Wyld, 1872 Elias George Hall. 


Councillor. 1873 William Frayne. 

1846 Thomas Lucas, Alderman. | 1874 William Tayler. 

1847 Matthew Perkins, 1875 George Gardiner. 
Councillor. 1876 George William Lucas. 

1848 John Hopton’ Wyld. 1877 John Frederick Lucas, 

1849 William Powell. Alderman. 

1850 Charles Bowles Hare, 1878 Charles Thornton Jefferies. 
Councillor. 1879 Francis Frederick Fox, 

185r Robert Phippen, J.P., J.P., Alderman. 

Councillor. 1880 William Smith, J.P., 

1852 John Warry. Councillor. 

1853 William Thomas Poole | 1881 William Proctor Baker, 
King, Councillor. J.P., Alderman. 

1854 John Hare, Councillor. 1882 William Merrett Webb. 

1855 John Russ Grant. 1883 John Reed Farler. 

1856 John Lucas. 1884 Henry Grace Hare. 

1857 William Hellier Baily. 1885 Mervyn Kersteman 

1858 Charles Stewart Clarke. King. 

1859 Joel Gardner. 1886 Sydney Gray Bees. 

1860 The Rev. Martin Richard | 1887 Charles Bowles Hare, 
Whish. J.P., Councillor. 

1861 Thomas Proctor, Alder- | 1888 Joseph Lovell Gibbs. 
man. [H. R. Gibbs presided for 

1862 John Warry, jun. him.] 

1863 Sholto Vere Hare, J.P., | 1889 Arthur Baker, J.P... 
Alderman. 1890 Edmund Ambrose King. 

1864 Henry Abbot, Alderman. | 1891 Harry Willoughby Beloe. 

1865 Thomas Wilson Hall. 1892 Richard Cripps. 

1866 William Augustus 1893 William Hurle Clarke. 
Frederick Powell, 1894 Stephen George James, 
Councillor. te ak 

1867 Richard Gibbs. Pe a 

1868 George William Edwards. Re bea Presicis 

1869 George Baily. Oo ¢8 ; 

Charles William Cope 
aed oe presided for | 1895 et. Riduinttm 
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1896 Edward BeadonColthurst, | 191 3 James Thatcher. 


Councillor. 1914 The Most Rey. W. 
1897 Henry Kater Cripps. Robberds, D.D., Primus 
1898 Edward John Thatcher, of Scotland. 


Alderman. [fhe outbreak of the 
1899 Herbert George Edwards. 


1900 
IgOI 
1902 
1903 


1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 


Thomas Poole King. 

William Proctor. 

Edward B. James. 

Frederick Thomas Bishop 
Logan, M.D. 

William Ansell Todd. 

Edgar A. V. Baker. 

J. S. G. W. Stroud. 

Fenwick Richards, J.P. 

William Garnet. 


Great War caused all 
functions to cease. Mr. 
James Thatcher has 
deputised for Dr. 
Robberds at Com- 
mittee meetings, it 
being understood that 
the latter will preside, 
as soon as the normal 
proceedings are re- 
sumed.] 


1909 Alfred G. Lucas. 
1910 6A. Cecil Powell. 
191it Cecil W. Beloe. 
1912 Robert Hilton Todd. 


1919 [As in 1914.] 
1920 Walter B. James 
(President-elect). 


Il.—TuHE DoLpuHiIn Society. 


The second Colston Society to be formed was called ‘‘ The 
Dolphin Society ’’—the dolphin being Colston’s crest. Its members 
are Conservatives, the Society having been established by the Tories 
in 1749. On the first occasion eighteen persons dined together, 
under the presidency of Francis Woodward, but no collection was 
made, as at that time the object was political rather than philan- 
thropic. The next year only twelve dined. The third year saw 
the number increased to twenty-seven persons under the presidency 
of Peter Walls, and the collection was £4 17s. od. For many years 
its members have attended divine service at Bristol Cathedral, 
accompanied by the boys from Colston’s Hospital or School and 
from Temple School, with the apprentices. Service over, each 
apprentice is presented with 3s. 6d. and each schoolboy with Is. 
In the evening the members dine together, and speeches are made 
by prominent members of the Conservative party. In 1918 a new 
departure was made at the invitation of the ecclesiastical authorities, 
when the Grateful and the Anchor Societies were invited and took part 
in the service at the Cathedral. The collections have been given in 
various forms for the relief of the poor. The President’s appeal in 
1918 stated: ‘A large portion of the Funds is devoted to Annuities 
to the aged and deserving poor. The Society provides Annuities of 


I0o 


the value of £13 each until the a 
Annuitant is eligible for 
£6 tos. from the Socie 
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ge of 70 is attained, after which the 
an Old Age Pension, continues to receive 
ty, in addition to the £13 granted by the 


Government, and during the war a bonus of {2 12s. per annum is 
being paid to each Annuitant. The age limit of Candidates for this 
Society’s Annuities is 60 years in case of Females and 63 years in 
case of Males. There are r1r Annuitants and 69 Apprentices on 
the Books of the Society.” 


1749 
1750 
1751 
1752 
1753 
1754 
1755 
1756 
1757 
1758 
1759 
1760 
1761 
1762 
1763 
1764 


1765 
1766 
1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 


Presidents of the Dolphin Society. 


Francis Woodward pa 
Francis Woodward od 
Peter Wells 

John Averay «a 
Joseph Farrell .. 


Henry Bradburne a 
Samuel Smith ee : 
Edward Gore oT 
Ferdinand Penington .. 
Henry Morgan 


Roger Watts ave ee 
Stephen Cox - 


Jeremiah Osborne ‘ed 
John Powell 
Edmund Broderip 
William Yeatman.. Ke a n aie 
[William Merrick, President-elect for 1765, died 
November 28th, 1764. 
Fenwick Bird de a 


Richard Smith 

Nicholas Perry .. 

Nathaniel Webb .. 

Michael Hodgson .. a 

Henry King , 

Thomas Paty 

William Sladen 

Robert Bridle va 

Nathaniel Windey = - y 
George Daubeny, Common Councillor .. 
Thomas Berjew ‘- 
Thomas Keene 


Io! 


Collections. 


£ 3s. 


4 17 
8 I 
I2 10 
20 Oo 
26 19 
34 0 
36 10 
26 8 
25 19 
2I 19 
29 18 
25 0 
28 17 
23 4 


d. 
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Collections. 

5 ac &; 

1778 Joseph Hinton 60 I2 o 

{John Davies, President- “elect ‘for 1779, died 
December 27th, 1778. 4 

1779 Thomas Hembury : 63 7 0 
1780 William Jones 92 12 0o 
1781 James Hughes .. a os % 6 64 15 6 
1782 Michael Clayfield .. = ve + i 83 18 6 
1783 John Headington .. te me bs iY 67 14 6 
1784 Charles Partridge . 57 bs 6 
1785 Abraham Wigginton y a6 a 53 II o 
1786 Richard Smith .. ~ 7 es Fo 65 12 6 
1787 Henry King, jun. ed 5% ee nm 63 II o 
1788 Richard Tombs .. ‘8 AK: “y vs 64 It 6 
1789 Francis Ward bid MS 3 By = ES 68 F 6 
1790 John Hawkins .* 96.12 o 
1791 George Daubeny, Alderman, for Edward Gore. . 90 16 6 
1792 Edward Willis “3 ‘ : ev DOB o".6 
1793 Simon Oliver oa * ns Sas es 166. ¥: 6 
1794 Philip Crocker ge = ae ad ee £16. ‘on 6 
1795 Charles Brown .. oi oe 4 fe 120, 4 6 
1796 William Whittingham .. =f. 7 ve “See SS 6 
I797 Edward Francis Colston és at % 135 I9 6 
1798 Godfrey Lowe eal oF’ is “¢ “ 156 9 Oo 
1799 Thomas Sanders .. ; ye e ‘e- 169 It 6 
1800 William Moncrieff, M. D. aa * 3 “X69 2G) 26 
1801 John Paine Berjew - a ts iy Pg tae 6 
1802 John Ward é ot + 2s EE LOMS. 
1803. Anthony Palmer Collings a3 a ss ee SBSRNS ees. 
1804 Morgan Yeatman . ie - ahs na ie EQ0CLOne GC 
1805 Joel Gardiner oe a as a oe “2OSE5 26 
1806 William Dowell .. ; 63 or S.) = BVGRLORLO 
1807 Edward Rolle Clayfield . wt a ieee; | eee mete 
1808 Thomas Griffiths . Jon _ a 266 9 6 
1809 Richard Hart Davis, M. Pp. Phe ie ote 204 ES AO 
1810 Richard Vaughan, Alderman .. Px eae "SBS 56s, 6 
181zr Charles Ridout .. <3 a ie Ae SIRT GS AG 
1812 Thomas Andrewes os =i Re see GOS Qe G 
1813 Richard Colston .. A. ay es S71) 429, F022-6 
1814 John Cave a ‘e ne S20. Loe O 
1815 Thomas Webb Dyer, M. D. Be. Ae Waa SEOnt Ew 6 
1816 Thomas Daniel, Alderman oe iy. et 336 3 0 


I02 





1817 


1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 


1838 


1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
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a ?) Gore ion William Gore all 
Edward Sampson 

Samuel Bowden 

Richard Lowe .. 

Richard Brickdale Ward 

Richard Smith 

Daniel Stanton .. 

John Gardiner, Sheriff and Cormon Councillor 


Robert Bush 2a 

William Lewton Clarke . 2 

John Vaughan... ae .7 
Jeremiah Osborne ie ow 
John Matthew Gutch .. wa 


Walter Swayne .. 

Neast Greville Prideaux (Riots—no dinmex) 

William Mortimer.. P = 

Charles Payne, Common Councillor 

William Fripp, Alderman 

Henry Bush ‘ ; 

William Watson, Alderman 

William Miles, M.P. ‘ 
[Andrew Currick, M D., President-elect for 

1837, died June 14th, 1837.] 

John Kerle Haberfield, Mayor and Councillor, 
for Edward Francis Colston .. : ‘ 

Henry Wenman Newman, J.P. 

John Taylor, : aa 

Francis Grevile Prideaox 

James George, J.P., Councillor 

Philip William Skynner Miles, 4 ade 

Charles Ludlow Walker, J.P. 

Cam Gyde Heaven, Councillor .. 

James Gibbs, Councillor 

John Vining, Alderman .. 

John Decimus Pountney, Alderman 

Charles Taylor, Councillor 

Edward Colston .. * 

Winchcombe Henry Howard Hartley « 


Oliver Coathupe .. 
Thomas Green, M.D., Alderman 
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Collections. 
fis tt 


£ 


283 
360 
289 
397 
409 
429 
438 
400 
421 
497 
389 
619 
432 
352 
210 
444 
54° 
530 
630 
545 
536 


643 
500 
668 
439 
402 
552 
466 
553 
517 
365 
371 
378 
400 
300 
307 
424 


fe) 
fe) 
12 
6 
19 
18 
7 
8 
10 
78 
18 
10 


Ln 
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6 
6 
6 
Oo 
) 
6 
fe) 
fo) 
fo) 
6 
6 
O 
o 
9) 
6 
) 
oO 
O 
9) 
O 
6 


oododooroa0coaneodo0ododcaaqannd 


1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 


1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
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George Woodroffe Germsuiies M.P. 

Francis Savage 

Thomas Daniel 

Charles Edward Ward .. ‘ 

John.William Miles, Councillor. . 

Peter Freeland Aiken 

Edward Sampson __. 

Thomas Porter Jose, Councillor 

James Bush, Councillor .. 

Stephen Cave, M.P. “s 

John Colthurst, Councillor 

William Henry Harford, jun., Councillor 

Robert Bush, Councillor ‘ Fa 

William Killigrew Wait, Councillor 

George Fisher Prideaux .. ‘ 

Charles Nash, Councillor 

Charles Stewart Clarke .. 

Sholto Vere Hare, J.P., Alderman 

Thomas Canning, J.P., Councillor 

Thomas Terrett Taylor, Councillor 

William Henry Miles, Councillor 

Charles Daniel Cave ae , 

William Gale Coles 

Richard Bright, M.P. 

Thomas Parr . 

Sir Philip John William Miles, Bart., M. P; 

Henry Sidney Wasbrough : 

Charles Edward Hungerford Atholl Colston 

Charles Hill, J.P. : 

Robert Lowe Grant Vassall = 

Reginald Wyndham Butterworth, Alderman << 

John Noble Coleman Pope wa 

George William Edwards, J.P., Mayor and 
Alderman . 

Col. Edward Stock Hill, ra Bi, M. [ee 

Alfred Deedes, J.P. : : 

Jeremiah Osborne 

Rev. Richard William Randall. , 

Alfred George de Lisle Bush, Soundllos 

John Henry Clarke a 
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Collections, 
FSi ee 
366 It 
349 6 
342 II 
405 15 
403 17 
529 3 
476 Io 
467 I 
514 9 
467 15 
516 I 
549 4 
712 19 
669 12 
821 II 
IOI2 12 
899 I2 
948 12 
Tigo (4 
1032 13 
DIZE 16 
1049 5 
1284 15 
1013 13 
II59 10 
1122 6 
1425 0 
1537 12 
1619 O 
149i -5 
1372 18 
1506 oO 


- 


= 
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1706 
1781 
1762 
1890 12 
1602 O 
1414 16 
1607 15 
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Collections. 
1893 Rt. Hon. Sir Michael Edward Hicks Beach, aoe 
Bart., M.P. va a a ¥ -- 145217 0 
1894 Charles Robert Hancock, Councillor .. 1324 9 4 
1895 Henry O’Brien O’Donoghue .. Ae -- 143619 Oo 
1896 Charles Henry Cave, Councillor wil -- 1480 19 7 
1897 His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, K.G. +» 1730 12 Io 
1898 Charles Whitchurch Wasboroug se ha 2038 4 7 
1899 William W. Ward 4 wd “e Kee 299. 4 Ot 
1900 Colonel Chester-Master .. a acs ox »1880 4 § 
1901 Alfred J. Paul .. ws ‘a ay «s 2979 12 3 
I902 James Colthurst Godwin ¥e xs es E303 7 8 
1903 Rt. Hon. Walter H. Long, M.P. Kg «+ 210% § 6 
1904 Sir Henry R. Miles, Bart. rs T «« 1513 18 6 
1905 The Ven. Archdeacon Robeson. . i os 1449 14 3 
1906 Hugh W. L. Harford .. od ry a £928 14. § 
1907 Edward B. James 23 - re re IS59 16 0 
1908 Richard A. Fox .. = os ae ss gia 17 6 
1909 George A. Gibbs, M.P. .. 4 oe 44) L452 19 3 
1910 Sir George White, Bart. “¢ es <a) 2079 30 6 
191t His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, K.G. cy 2400 9% 5 
1912 F. Richardson Cross on re AS oe 634685 6 
1913 J. H. Howell a a ~~ as -- 1498 19 O 
1914 George E. Davies wa ea of <a 242) 10S 
1915 L. C. Danger oa aad a e 7. se7g 7 6 
1916 Robert E. Bush .. nS ee “ie .« LIQ IG & 
1917 Robert E. Bush .. ey Ad * we I2E8 Is 6 
1918 Sir Barclay Baron, M.D. ies re ea tO 57, 6 
1919 J. Herbert Budgett Re i e -. 2086 0 2 
1920 G. Palliser Martin “4 oe aa - 


III.—TuHE GRATEFUL SOCIETY. 


The Grateful Society was established in 1759. The reason for 
its establishment has been variously given: (a) “It is called the 
‘Grateful’ and differs from others in not blending the elements of 
party feeling with the pure spirit of charity in which it originated. — 
Garrard and Tovey, p. 485; (0) “The Grateful Society was 
apparently established as a protest against the strictly aed 
complexion of the Dolphin. Though entirely non-poli a 
in its character, it has flourished from its foundation. a aaa 
Dictionary of Bristol, p. 111; (c¢) and with more probability, 
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Grateful’ was established in 1759, its promoters soliciting the 
support of those who had been educated at Colston’s School, and 
recommending that the after-dinner collection, instead of being 
distributed in doles of bread and money as was then the practice, 
should be devoted to the apprenticing freemen’s sons and relieving 
teal distress.”’—Latimer, Annals of Bristol in the Eighteenth Century, 
p. 280. Assuming Latimer’s statement to be correct—the early 
minutes of the Grateful Society are not now in existence—and it is 
borne out by the fact that the earlier presidents are not men of 
position, then the character of the Society and the public appealed 
to have undergone considerable change. The Colston Fraternal 
Society now serves this original purpose of the Grateful Society. 

The objects to which the collections have been devoted have 
been varied from time to time, and the appeal has been for many 
years to the general public. In 1918 the appeal for subscriptions 
ran :— 

“The objects of the Society are to raise, by donations and 
yearly subscriptions, sums of money in order to enable the Com- 
mittee to grant relief to ladies of 55 years of age and upwards, who 
have formerly occupied positions of independence ; but who, owing 
to misfortune, are now in need of the necessaries of life, and whose 
total income does not exceed £50. 

“The major portion of the income of the Society will be so 
devoted, and in addition the Committee have power, in their 
discretion, after setting aside such sums to reserve or emergency 
account as they may deem desirable, to make grants to such 
benevolent objects as would have appealed to the kindly heart and 
philanthropic views of Edward Colston.” 


Presidents of the Grateful Soctety. 


Collections. 

LRG. 

1759 William Fry a ae s ee 20 15 6 
1760 William Fry ne 2 m rE Re 23.3. 6 
1761 Samuel Curnock .. i ee, a = 28 7 6 
1762 Abraham Gadd .. sf xe aa ie 33.5 08-7 
1763 John Rowand ae v3 ie 3 on 5a Sve. 
1764 Thomas Gadd vi r oe ‘r hic 67 16 10 
1765 Matthew Worgan Sere We IF 66 & 5 
1766 Abraham Bernard <s Ot: ft we Gro aas 
1767 Henry Burgum .. K A 35 - 7 70 17 6 
1768 Thomas Wigan .. oe ve a aw 75 1.9 
Gono 


1769 Henry Johns 


106 


1770 
1771 
1772 
1773 
1774 
1775 
1776 
1777 
1778 
1779 
1780 
1781 
1782 

1783 
1784 
1785 
1786 
1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
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Thomas Tawman .. 
Charles Powell 
John Powell 

John Purrier ie 
Kingsmill Grove .. 
Henry Haskins 
James Cross we 
William Vaughan 
James Hunt os 
William Gant Kea 
Thomas Nash 
Edward Onion .. aa 
Josiah Greethead .. ira 
Cradock Odford 

Thomas Gadd 

Thomas Cook 

William Helps 

William Wetherill. . 
Benjamin Davies .. 

John Hobbs 

Samuel Mereweather 
William Bulgin 

John Perinton 

John Lewis 

Walter Jenkins 

John Barrow =% 
Preston Edgar... ste 
Walter Vigurs 

Robert Vizer 

Henry Williams 

James Harris ve 
Richard Bowden .. 
Samuel Robertson 
Thomas Winter 

John Rose 

Thomas Cross 

Robert Withington 
Charles Bosher 

Charles Smith 

William Vigor 
William Ball ne ee 
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Collections. 
se Sr Ce 


78 
75 
84 
III 
119 
146 
171 
120 
125 
97 
100 
94 
98 
104 
104 
82 
98 
108 
121 
100 
IIl 
140 
126 
116 
126 
138 
120 
132 
161 
184 
193 
193 
201 
197 
189 
181 
203 
188 
186 
176 
221 


7 
12 


5 
Io 
13 

8 
Io 
Io 

0 


4 
T4 
14 
12 
10 
6 
8 
II 
8 
re) 
16 
4 
19 
10 
0) 
5 
12 
15 
16 
Ty 
5 
3 
13 
14 
3 
18 
18 
2 
10 
15 
17 
8 


3 
9 
3 
O 
6 
9 
0 
O 
0 
9 
O 
O 
O 
) 
9) 
) 
) 
O 
9) 
6 
6 
Oo 
6 
O 
fo) 
O 
9) 
6 
O 
6 
4 
7 
oO 
fo) 
I 
6 
9) 
o) 
6 
6 
5 


18iI 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 


1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
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William Smith 

Peter Peace 

George Jones 

William Underwood 

Sir Henry Protheroe, Common Councillor 
Edward Young, jun. 

Samuel Ditchett .. ew 

Peter Fry .. 

Robert Willis Vizer 

Thomas Gadd 

William Smith .. ce ei 
James Taylor Ball Ry. ao 
John Bowgin es 

Thomas Wilcox 

Preston Edgar, sen. 

George Lunell 

James Lyon ae : 

William Orchard Gwyer" 

Francis Kentucky Barnes 

Thomas Gadd Matthews.. 

Richard Nott (no dinner) 

Robert Fiske of 

Job Harrill 

John Miller [for Robert Gay Barrow] . 
William Lee aia : Ae 
Henry Chidgey Quinton 

John George Shaw > és 
William Done Bushell 

John Harding, Solicitor 

John Kerle Haberfield, Councillor 


[In this year there was no President, in conse- 
quence of the unprecedented collection of the 


previous year, by J. K. Haberfield. 


Treasurer, William Done Bushell, collected 


about £372.] 
James Poole, jun. 
John Hughes ‘ 
Edward Joseph Staples, M. D., Conneille: 
William Harwood, jun. .. : ae 
Richard Boucher Callender 
Thomas Percival Willcox 
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Collections. 


x 
224 
235 
230 
349 
290 
211 
241 
210 
260 
240 
190 
230 
209 
325 
270 
356 
321 
388 
360 
441 
148 
344 
404 
363 
450 
460 
602 
714 
907 


1144 


411 
434 
415 
452 
502 
373 
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1848 
1849 
1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
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Henry Brown Jordan 
Joseph Leech 

Henry Abbot a f oh 
John Wetherman, jun., Gonuctitae 
Charles Paul bes 7 
Thomas Lane Coulson 
Edward Harley .. a 

William Fripp, jun. me 

John Bates, Councillor .. 

Odiarne Coates Lane, J.P., Councillor. . 
Charles Edwards . He 

Francis Adams, Alderman *y: A. 
John George Shaw, J.P., Councillor .. 
George Rocke Woodward, Sheriff 
James Flower Fussell 
Thomas Barnes . 
William Hathway.. 
James Creswell Wall  .. : 
William Naish, J.P., Alderman. . 

John Avery Jones ‘ 

John Pomeroy Gilbert .. 3 

Francis Frederick Fox, Alderman 

John Hellicar, Councillor 

Henry William Green .. 

Thomas Gadd Matthews.. 

Charles Price bE ad 

Samuel Wills as ae 

John Harvey, jun. 

Robert Hassell : 

James Inskip, Councillor 

Joseph Dodge Weston, J.P., Councillor 
George William Edwards, J.P., Alderman 
Elisha Smith Robinson, J.P., Councillor 
Frederick Fox Cartwright ¢ ; 
William Edwards George, Alderman .. 
John Strachan Bridges, Councillor 
Thomas Davey 

Francis James Fry, J. P. 

Thomas David Taylor .. re 
Charles Hoskins Low, J.P., Coutieiflor ee 


“~ 


oe 


Charles Wathen, J.P., Mayor and Alderman .. 


10g 


Collections. 


£ 
393 
521 
576 
517 
575 
594 
812 
612 
632 
510 
634 
624 
682 
560 
701 
650 
760 
941 
612 
670 
860 
793 
645 
733 
728 
601 
677 
908 
787 
883 
1035 
1075 
715 
I109 
1007 
gI0 
939 
805 
902 
SII 
1002 


Ss. 


5 
15 
13 

9 

2 

I 
14 
I2 
Io 
Io 
II 


7 
18 


18 
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Collections, 
£ s. d. 
1889 Francis Richardson Cross, M.B. én +. 1032 10 o 
1890 Edward Arthur Harvey, Councillor .. ss - OOO g Ff 
1891 John Henry Woodward .. Ny ae ye 840 18 8 
1892 James Henry Lockley .. .« O17 & 9 
(Thomas Winter Gibson, Councillor, the 
President-elect, died gage 12th, aia: ] 
1893 Arthur Robinson .. : «s O76 tm 6 
1894 George Alfred Wills a ‘e sw £606 “Goce 
1895 John Hancocke Wathen, Gannciiten oa ae 918 4 4 
1896 Herbert Cary George Batten .. Ae oes, OO) ured 
1897 Stephen Tryon, Councillor ox w oo 804 TES 
1898 His Honour James Valentine Austin .. av) BO | Ae 
1899 G. O. Spafford .. a we ie a. JOO Rae 
1900 Allan McArthur .. Ge wis tea 66, OO Geo 
1901 H. G. Edwards .. oe ve os ne) SOL 42.0 
1902 Goodenough Bene ay < Aye une sone Taos 
1903 _W. S. Paul ‘ ee ave ‘n ais ORT Ame 
1904 T. R. Davey ee axe ed ow ne. .940 3-8 
1905 W.H. G. Edwards os ve “6 coe Pe ASO 
1906 W. H. Peck fe e ne A Prenat) F: 
1907 J. Fuller Eberle .. oe ve - we 92 10.2 
1908 P. F. Sparke Evans as Se ae cigs as. QO AO 
1909 _R. H. Carpenter .. ot ss vf os, .QOt IQ. 23 
1910 ©John Curtis as be id a vo. 90d -§.59 
1911 Averay N. Jones .. ‘> 26 ~ ia ‘vie ee nS 
1912 Foster G. Robinson rs Ee a o> $49 @ 50 
1913 C. B. Fry . a . me ck nets Tau 
1914 E. H. Mayo ‘Guna y “rf a se L095 Sx0 
1915 Stanley H. Badock as e. ne oe BIG 34.49 
1916 L. Goodenough Taylor .. a = gus GSS. THe 
1917 Horace Walker .. wi os ei eee RIGO Su 
1918 H. R. Wansbrough ‘ oe, 3386 33 4 
1918 H. R. Wansbrough (Emergency F und) at ORO G40 
1919 Sir Frank Wills .. BIO ne 5 
1920 Frank N. Cowlin .. ‘ ah = = 


IV.—TuHE ANCHOR SOCIETY. 


The Anchor Society was founded by the Whigs in 1769, since, 
according to one view of its purpose “the Grateful Society had 
failed in its object of suppressing the political character of the 
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Dolphin,” and it at once drew to itself the Liberal Party. ‘On the 
occasion of the presidency of Arthur Palmer, Esq., in 1844, the 
following account was given of its origin: ‘November 28th. 1768 
several gentlemen disposed to hand down the memory of Colston, 
assembled at the Three Tuns [kept by Alderman Olliffe, afterwards 
Mayor], a tavern of some note, that stood on the site of the present 
Exchange, and then formed this splendid charitable Society. Many 
of the members were men of considerable eminence—amongst whose 
names that of Henry Cruger, so highly famed in electioneering annals 
of Bristol, stood conspicuous. (Their first dinner was at the Three 
Tuns in 1769), when Mr. Gilbert Davies was the first President— 
twenty-two members assembled.’”—Garrard and Tovey, p. 485. 


Presidents of the Anchor Society. 


Collections. 

{ s. 4 
1769 Gilbert Davis aa oa ‘e me aie iq. 1 
1770 Gilbert Davis ae a 6 ts és 35 2 
1771 Joseph Fowle ae ms < x. io 46 3 
1772 John Rowland .. oy a we “aa 80 16 
1773 Andrew Peterson, M.D... 85 5 
1774 John Wright, M.D. ie ée aa tas -320, 16 
1775 John Noble, Common Councillor _ eR A Sa 
1776 Paul Farr .. oe ie y dis pa ey fe 
1777. Joseph Harford .. we oe ed 45 + STG Td 


1778 Samuel Span &< ¢% “ . a 
1779 Benjamin Loscombe, Common Councillor .. 197 8 
1780 James Kirkpatrick ‘- mae “jy 
1781 Philip Protheroe, Common Councillor as. S958 
1782 Joseph Smith, Common Councillor .. ad . S89 ; 
1783 Henry Cruger, Alderman coo pee: 4 
1784 John Fisher Weare, Common Councillor as 304 - 
1785 Richard Bright, Common Councillor a ar 286 
1786 Sir Stephen Nash, Common Councillor - pt e 
1787 James Harvey, Common Councillor “a “we 2 9 ; 5 
1788 James Morgan, Common Councillor .. sie H 
1789 James Claxton, Common Councillor ae he = ; 
1790 Levi Ames, Common Councillor A a oo 
1791 John Harris, Common Councillor -. ve a 
1792 Charles a ee aa are - ‘ me 
I William Peter Lune on ee 5 
he Henry Bengough, Common Councillor oh é 
1795 Robert Castle, Common Councillor «- ne 


CO ODAOAnNWDO WHO AGO MWMIOVCHUYWOVdDWSTMeMOD: 


III 


17960 
1797 
1798 
1799 
1800 


1801 
1802 
1803 
1804 


1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 


1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
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Joseph Edge, Common Councillor “eo we 
Andrew Pope one 3 on 
John Foy Edgar, Common Councillor a 
Michael Castle 


Worthing Brice, Common Councillor (for Samuel 
Span, Common Councillor) 

Jacob Wilcox Ricketts 

Henry Protheroe, Sheriff and Common Cauneiller 

Joseph Mason Cox, M.D. 

Edward Protheroe, Mayor 
Councillor a 

Levi Ames, jun., Gommon Councillor oe 

Samuel Henderson, Common Councillor 


and Gonmrtroti 


Hugh Duncan Baillie .. 

George Gibbs oe ie ws os 
Arthur Palmer, Jun. aa ae as a 
Peter Baillie, M.P. ; os aa ai 
Benjamin Hobhouse, M. P. os . ie 
Philip Protheroe, Common Councillor =a 
John Yerbury... es ‘5 7 as 
Brooke Smith ws we oe as 
John Evan Baillie, M. PL os oe 
John Edmund Stock, M.D. 


Brooke Smith (for Charles Abraham Elton) tie 
Edward Webb, M.P. 

George Henry Ames 

Michael Hinton Castle aN vt Pa 
Benjamin Heywood Bright te e ae 
Charles Pinney, Common Councillor 


John Evan Lunell 
James Lean ofa et . 
Henry Bright, M. P, i ie es 


Arthur Palmer .. 
[Henry Browne, President-elect for 1826, re- 
signed after the failure of the Bullion Bank, 
in which he was the senior partner, December, 


1825.] 
William Claxton .. a se Pa ee 
Edward Kentish, M.D. .. ala ga égi 
John Hare, jun. .. ave a oft ee 


Robert Bright .. as ati in w< 
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Collections. 
£m Bh, 
284 7 II 
2977 It 
266 10 6 
Joo 4a) 32 
283 I0 5 
307 Teo 
298. i 
256 Ir 6 
278 2 
207 iL 3 
290 9g 6 
304 T 6 
SIF 16: 6 
366 2 6 
339 3 6 
326 4 5 
318 17 O 
285 5 6 
359 I1 6 
343 16 6 
598. Ons 
288 IO O 
arm 1, 6 
292, a0. 0 
374 3 10 
472 9 O 
B32. “4/6 
cg Oe 
520 0 O 
514 12 O 
471 12 0 
37% te 6 
ATA O90 
653) 5 © 
561 17 6 


1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 
1842 


1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 


1850 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1857 
1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
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Joseph Grace Smith iz 

Charles Savery 

John Mills . . 

George Gwinnett Bompas, M. D.. 

Brooke Smith oa 

Robert Bruce, jun. 

Joseph Grace Smith tte 

Henry Andrew Palmer .. ; 

Charles Bowles Fripp, Councillor 

Frederick Ricketts 4 

Richard Ash, J.P. ; 

Joseph Grace Smith (for ‘Jonni Ryans ‘Lunell, 
J.P., Councillor) ‘ 

Francis Henry Pitzhardinge Berkeley, M. P, 

Francis Short in 

Joseph Coates .. 

Frederick Palmer 

Thomas Mills ee 

William Henry Gore Langton, jE P., Councillor. 

John Mercer, jun. 

(The President-elect for 1849 was s Arthur Hare 
Palmer, Councillor, but he resigned on 
account of the death of his father in August, 
1849, and accepted the Presidency for the 
following year.] 

Arthur Hare Palmer, Councillor = 
Rev. Sir Erasmus Henry Griffles Williams, Bart. 
Henry James Mills a ‘ 
Christopher James Thomas, Councillor. 
Thomas Wright Rankin ee Ke 
Thomas Lang 

William Henry Gore Langton, J P., M. P. 
Richard Manning Hayman... 

Robert Leonard, jun. .. 

Elisha Smith Robinson, Connciilor 

Robert Lang, Councillor 

Arthur Henry Wansey 

William Terrell .. 

Herbert Thomas .. os 

John Perry, Councillor .. 

John Hare Leonard 


fr ee ee 
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Collections. 
s. d. 


£ 


220 

510 

421 

325 
367 
410 
386 
750 
533 
535 
440 


380 
618 
613 
45° 
473 
400 
416 
383 


475 
298 


349 


526 
57° 
373 
356 
431 


584 
582 
594 
610 
641 
687 


8 
4 
19 
10 
19 
8 
5 
13 
I 
17 
16 


Io 
7 
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1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 


1877 
1878 


1879 
1880 


1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
I9OI 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 


EDWARD COLSTON 


William Henry Wills, J.P., Councillor... 
George Wills, Councillor 
Lewis Fry, Councillor a 
Algernon William Warren, Conntillor 
Joseph Dodge Weston, Councillor a 
Charles Thomas .. 
John Freeman Norris... 
William Pethick, J.P., Councillor 
Mark Whitwill, Councillor 
Philip John Worsley... 
Samuel Lang . 
Edward Gustavus Clarke. 
Samuel Wills os 
[Afterwards took the name 1e Day before Wills. J 
John Wesley Hall fs : 
Edward Payson Wills... 
Francis James Fry, J.P. 
Frederick Wills .. é 
Charles Townsend, }.P., Councitler ee 
David Macliver, J.P. .. 
James Colthurst Godwin ne 


7 «a 


>- 


ee *-~*e 


Henry Daniel, Councillor ae w ~ 


Edward Robinson ; 
Edward Stafford Goward. 
Rev. Urijah Rees Thomas 
Alfred Newell Price, J.P. 
Frank William Wills a 
William Howell Davies, Councillor 
James Williams Arrowsmith 
Frank Newton Tribe a 
Walter Melville Wills  .. 
William Henry Butler .. 
Joseph Weston Stevens .. 
Herbert Ashman .. : 
Joseph Holman 

IT. T. Lindrea oe 
Cc. E. L. Gardner.. 
S. C. Hosegood .. 
Brigstocke Hitchings 
W. A. Greenslade... 
TI. J. Lennard 


- 


- gr. &, 


_-* 


-- *e ee 
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Collections, 


£ 


575 
1000 


825 
851 


S. 
630 o 


Oo 


? 
fo) 


4 


783 12 


920 
950 
813 
812 

I100 
940 
915 


Ior3 

940 
1002 
IOII 

946 
1002 
1007 

925 
1035 

755 

903 

856 
1004 
1007 
1202 
1005 
1020 
1066 
1033 
1315 
1082 
1207 
I217 
1241 
1251 
1320 
1403 
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0. Oo: OC. OD 1 6 


eooo oo oO OOO MHUMUO ODO CH HORN ONNW DAO 


d. 


o 


o0 0000000000 


Sroro,Oo oD SC OPO oO Oo ogo ooeaoeea aaa]. 8 


EDWARD COLSTON 


Collections, 
1906 W.A.Titley  .. a " ;. 
1907 E. Parsons te Py a ie ee I2II 0 Oo 
1908 A. B. Perry a re = <a +» I215 0 Oo 
1909 T. Butler ... a3 a a “es nae L220. OG 
1910 F. N. Cowlin oa +3 rs -» II5Q9 0 0 
1911 F. Burris .. ae 7. are ry «+ 1002 0 o 
1912 H. W. Twiggs... ry + “a +» 1005 0 O 
1913 H. Hosegood a a de a in SIG OO 
1914 W. H. Brown... os aa es -- 940 0 0 
1915 H. E. Chattock .. a ans te es 3003 0 O 
1916 C. C. Cowlin ea a sv ae ss 1058 0.0 
1917 W. L. Olive os ite ae 3 ace 2070) 6. 0 
1918 E. S. Gange - as “» des ss £718: 0. © 
1919 Fernley Gardner .. os se ry vs 1902 0 © 


1920 T. Hosegood Davies a aa 


In addition to grants for relief of poor folk, the Anchor Society 
made grants amounting to {£1,350 to the Sustentation Fund of 
Bristol University College in remembrance of Edward Colston’s 
interest in education. These grants were discontinued on the 
establishment of the University College Colston Society (see below) 
in 1899, which was formed to do this work. 


V.—CoLsTON FRATERNAL ASSOCIATION AND Otp Boys’ Society. 


This Association was founded in 1853, but there is no record of 
the Presidents or Collections till two years later. Its object is to 
assist those who have been scholars of Colston’s School. It also 
makes grants to boys who are continuing their education at the 
Universities or elsewhere. 


Presidents of Colston Fraternal Association. 


Collections. 

Se oe 

1855 Montague Gore .. ve a ar a 99 8 o 

1856 Montague Gore .. orn oe ie a ATOR Heit 

1857 Montague Gore .. ry ia a ae 95, O40 

1858 Montague Gore .. Py os #2 de E2Z Gee 

1859 Montague Gore .. w te “2 as Tap E2 4 
1860 Montague Gore .. ie + vs ae “E32 15 

1861 Montague Gore .. as at és te ae oe 

1862 Montague Gore .. as +> a oe 95 3 1 
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1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 


1878 


1879 
1880 


1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
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Montague Gore .. en ee usa ba 
F. J. Brickdale .. ‘- oe se oe 
F. J. Brickdale .. “% ert ws w 
F. J. Brickdale .. we se 

F. J. Brickdale .. ¥% oi ‘ oe 
R. G. Barrow oie ss 6s we Se 
R. G. Barrow 

T. T. Knyfton 

G. K. Morgan 

Sholto V. Hare 


W. A. F. Powell .. 
Arthur Baker 

C. B. Hare ; 
F. F. Fox .. 5 
W. Proctor Baker 
G. W. Edwards .. 
J. N. C. Pope 

R. Hassell .. a 
G. D’Lisle Bush .. 
C. O. Harvey ne 
R. W. Butterworth 
Charles Paul yi 
J. H. Woodward .. 
Percy L. King 

E. B. Colthurst 

P. King 

. W. Beloe " 

. F. Tobin Bush 
G. Matthews 

. A. Fox 

Burrow Hill .. 
. B. James ae 
W. W. Ward 

J. H. Clarke 
Herbert G. Edwards 
Averay N. Jones .. ae Sr 
G. O. Spafford .. Fe 2s os 
William Bennett . 

George Fielding .. 


ChcE Rekonele. 
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Collections. 
£s. 4. 
153 9 90 
Ti7 15 2 
4213 
155 6 o 
I20 15 0 
200 17 2 
106 10 9g 
177 15 7 
fb ee 
142 O 7 
142 F 2 
135 I2 II 
BSG 75. 7 
93° 7. 2 
109 4 69 
IOI Oo II 
85 0 7 
65 17 10 
75 14 10 
97 7 il 
97 .5 2 
I0o 14 5 
By I> F 
103 9 II 
69 16 8 
98 8 8 
95° 7% 
93 1 8 
92 16 0 
Gre TE 
84 12 3 
$2.31 
87 6 6 
86 17 8 
88 17 4 
77 14 2 
118 14 2 
77 18 3 
64. 2 -6 
120 4 8 
78 8 10 
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Collections. 
1904 C. R. Pendock se ee - o. Z : y 
1905 Dr. A. Finn ee oe 7) ev én 79 2 
1906 G. Bryant .. a0 Fr "a ed ree Q2 5 ; 
1907 W.S. Calway .. we < ‘. ar 58 15 7 
1908 F. W. Martin a ox a ee a 57 12 6 
1909 G. W. S. Hurst .. is a a es ye ae, 
Ig1io E. W. Allen ee * € Ks fd 63 6 4 
1911 W.M. Colston .. as <e ae oF 62 13 oO 
1912 F. Organ .. a9 'y we Ae os 66 i & 
1913 W. S. H. Cooper .. ‘a ie “¢ do 66 15 4 
1914 E. S. Hare.. P - aie sa oe 71 7 3 
1915 H. Messenger aa pe ee oe as 80 17 0 
1916 P. G. Davies Se $v a a nimi kOe I3 2 
1917 W.H. Morgan .. - ‘P o wee LE I 
1918 S.C. Osmond .. “e ae aa a ae. J. A 
1919 H. Messenger “ ¥ a xe aa 98 2 9 


1920 


VI—UNIvERSITY CoLsTON SOCIETY. 


The University College Colston Society—changed to the 
University Colston Society on the foundation of Bristol University— 
was started by several leading citizens of Bristol for the purpose of 
collecting funds for the benefit of Bristol University College. ‘‘ The 
first annual dinner was held at Clifton Spa on December 7th, 1899, 
under the presidency of the late Dr. Percival, Bishop of Hereford 
and President of the College, who expressed the wish that Bristol 
should become the home of a University for the West of England.” 
The funds of the Society are devoted to provision for scientific 
research. 

Presidents of the University Colston Society. 


Collections. 

£ « ds 

1900 The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Hereford : 

(the late Dr. John Percival) fo os 405.2 : 

1901 Albert Fry wa st ve oe “ i : 
1902 Sir Frederick Wills, Bart., M.P. . ae 424,34 

1903 The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Bristol [Dr. Soviee 

G. F. Browne] -- .- cee 


1904 The Right Hon. Henry Hobhouse, P.C. + 
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Collections. 
ee oe A 
1905 The Right Hon. Lewis Fry, P.C. i -» 486 13 6 
1906 J. W. Arrowsmith (including special donation 
of £500 from the Right Hon. Lord SS aan 
G.C.M.G.) +s 1098 Oo Oo 
1907 Sir William S. Church, ‘Bart., M. ase wes 94060 £ 6 
1908 George A. Wills .. . oe *-» 594 16 g 
1909 Professor C. Lloyd Morgan, F. R. S. ia v«) S28 OG 
1910 Edward Robinson 478 Io 6 
191r J. H. Howell (including donation of {100 frou 
Mr. Francis Tagart) .. a ve ee OS TIE 
1912 Sir Isambard Owen, M.D. mys 2 +s 6» 400 F006 
1913. Henry H. Wills .. * ie aa we "Oay 17° 6 
1914 Hiatt C. Baker .. $e “¢ me ae “50g Ta 6 
1915 Stanley H. Badock a4 “3 os sic 467-19" 6 
1916 F. R. Cross, M.B. a és war) 399. 55.6 
1917 M. W. Colchester-Wemyss a a de ~ 295.166 
1918 W. Melville Wills o3 v ete No collection. 
1919 W. Melville Wills No collection. 
1920 The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop ‘of Bristol Re 
G. Nickson] .. ; ‘ 406 9 9 
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CONCLUSION. 


BrisToL does well to commemorate its great benefactor 
Edward Colston, but for the inspiration of the citizens and 
especially of the rising generation it is a distinct loss that the 
other great “ benefactors and worthies,” who in their day and 
generation did so much for the city, and whose uplifting 
influence still remains, are almost completely overshadowed or 
lost sight of. Many of them are not even “names” to most 
of the present inhabitants. * 

A study of characters proves beyond a doubt that in point 
of character and outlook upon life many of them were in their 
own times distinctly in advance of Edward Colston, and that 
their contribution to the greater and higher life of Bristol have 
been as valuable as those of Colston. Their gifts, too, were 
made in trades and callings not so questionable as those of 
Colston, although it must always be borne in mind that men 
must be judged for the most part by the standard of their own 
times. It is given to few to “see visions and dream dreams,” 
but these are the men who are ahead of their day, and it is 
upon such characters that the minds of the rising generations 


1 ¢.g. RICHARD REYNOLDS, “ the greatest of Bristol’s great philan- 
thropists—a man pre-eminently entitled to be so designated "“—was a 
member of the Society of Friends. He was born in Corn Street November 
1st, 1735. He was apprenticed to a grocer, but became a partner in iron 
and coal works at Ketley. His business yielded large returns, and as 
he freely received his benevolent spirit disposed him freely to give. He 
retured to Bristol in 1804, when his heart, his time and his large property 
were devoted to works of usefulness. Smiles in his Industrial Biography, 
speaking of his munificence, says: “ Unwilling to be recognised as — 
giver of large sums, he employed agents to dispense his 2 en hea ae ac- 
tions. He thus sent £20,000 to London to be distributed during rapis sy 
of 1795. He had four almoners in Bristol finding out cases es ree! 
relieving them, and presenting their accounts to him ag se bekiorn 
of cases relieved.” His death took place at Cheltenham, Sep pa sable 
ro,” Of he marked, profound omy Aue never oo 90 afecng Sane 

i al, it is said, “ Perhaps . 
atten Steed in Bristol.”—Stratford, Good and Great Men of Gloucester 
ive, pp. 450-7. : ! 
a Tie cressn generation will recall 
sorrow at the funerals of George Miiller and 


the striking scenes and universal 
the Rev. Urijah Thomas. 


11g 


“a 


EDWARD COLSTON 


are best built. Some of these are numbered among Bristol’s 
benefactors and worthies. 

It must also be admitted that the prominence of Colston in 
Bristol is due very largely to the political rivalry and charitable 
efforts of the Colston Societies, and not mainly to the absolute 
merit of him whom those Societies commemorate. 

John Roquet,* when preaching to the Grateful Society at 
the Parish Church of All Saints, in the city of Bristol, on 
November 14th, 1768, made the following Commemoration of 
Founders and Benefactors in the Bidding Prayer before his 
sermon :— 


“Finally, let us praise God for all His mercies, especially 
for Christ the Fountain of them, and for all that are dead in 
Christ. Let us bless God, that they are now eternally delivered 
from this present evil world, into that glorious Rest, where 
the Light of His Countenance perpetually shines; and that, 
whilst they lived among Men, they were thro’ his all-sufficient 
Grace, burning and shining Lights, Merciful Men, whose 
Righteousness shall never be forgotten. Amongst whom, we 
of this City are perpetually bound, with deepest gratitude to 
remember the exemplary Piety and Munificence of the Right- 
Worshipful Simon Bruton, several Times Mayor of this City, 
and Founder of the Church of St. Mary Redcliff (afterwards 
rebuilt by the Right-Worshipful and Rev. William Canynge, who 
was five times Mayor [twice M.P. for Bristol and Dean of West- 
bury 1469-74], and of an Hospital in Long Row; Mr. John 
Carr, Founder of the School called Queen Elizabeth’s Hospital, 
to which the Corporation became Benefactors in several 
Thousand Pounds; Mr. Samuel Hartnell, Mr. Anthony Stand- 
bank, Mr. Alderman Baker, Lady Mary Ramsey, Mrs. Ann 
Colston, the Right Worshipfull William Bird, formerly Mayor 
of this City, Mr. Robert Dowe, Mr. Thomas Farmer and Mr. 
James Gallop, considerable Benefactors thereto; Mr. Robert 
Thorn, Founder of the Free Grammar School in this City, and 
a large Contributor to the Loan Money, and Mr. Alderman 


1 Vicar of West Harptree in the County of Somerset, Lecturer at St. 
Nicholas, and Reader to the Hospital founded by Edward Colston, Esq., 
in the city of Bristol,and Chaplain to the Right Hon. the Ear] of Deloraine. 
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ap Founder of the School, called 
é Corporation became consid 

Contributor to the Loan eer eee h say large 
Charities. Let us also thankfully commemorate tee eit 
Piety of the Right Worshipful William Spencer a . 
Mayor of this City and Founder of an Hospital ‘in pate 
Mead; Mr, John Barstaple, Founder of Trinity Hos ital 
Mr. John Foster, Founder of an Hospital on St. Michael's Hill, 
which has since been rebuilt at the Expence of the Corporation 
of this City; The Worshipful Sir Thomas White, Knight and 
Alderman, Founder of two Fellowships at Oxford for the Benefit 
of this City, and a very large contributor to the Loan Money 
and other charities. The Rev. Dr. Thomas White, Founder 
of an Hospital in Temple Street and of Sion College in London, 
and Benefactor to the Loan Chest, and Mr. Alderman Stevens, 
Founder of an Hospital in the Old Market and of another in 
Temple Street. Let us also remember with unfeigned Gratitude 
the noble Generosity of Mr. Thomas White and Mr. Thomas 
Hart, who besides many other charities, gave an annuity to the 
Chamber of Bristol for the Freedom of the Back, Quays and 
Gates of this City from Toll; of Mr. George White and Miss 
Ann Snigg, Founders of Exhibitions for Poor Scholars belonging 
to this City and Mr. Robert Redwood, Contributor to the Loans 
and Founder of the public library in King Street (afterwards 
rebuilt at the Expence of the Corporation), Mr. Alderman 
Kitchen, who besides other very considerable charities, was a 
large Contributor to the Loans of this City, as were also Mr. 
John Heyden, Mr. Alderman Aldworth, Mr. Alderman Rogers, 
Mr. John Dunster, Mr. Thomas Jones, Dr. Francis James and 
Mr. Alderman Doughty. Let us also praise God for that amiable 
Pattern of Piety and Goodness, the Right Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Butler, sometime Lord Bishop of this Diocese, a very con- 
siderable Benefactor of the New Church in Kingswood, and to 
whose pious Care and indefatigable Labours, we are indebted 
for the original Place and Execution of that important work, 
for which the Children of many Generations shall call him 
blessed ; and John Bonython, Dr. of Physic, a Man deservedly 
held in universal esteem for his known Piety and Humanity, 
and for the support which the Infirmary of this City received 
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both from his generous Benefactors and the unwearied and 
common attention he paid to that humane Establishment. Let 
us especially on this Day, most unfeignedly bless God for that 
eminently valuable and good man Edward Colston, Esq., whose 
prodigious charities and Benefactions both in Life and j in Death, 
both of a public and private Nature, cannot be enumerated ; 

and for that most worthy and useful citizen, lately gone to his 
Reward in Heaven, Mr. Abraham Richard Hawksworth, who 
began in early life to copy after those excellent Worthies 
before-mentioned. 

‘‘Let us beseech God to grant us Grace, so to follow the 
very animating and instructive Examples of these His faithful 
servants, that we may come to those unspeakable joys which 
are reserved in Heaven for all unfeigned Lovers of God and Man.” 


The concluding exhortation of this Prayer might be possible 
with the inspiration following from it, if only Bristol com- 
memorated its Benefactors and Worthies. What a long list 
those names make, and others could easily be added :— 


Eanulf. 

St. Oswald. 

Eadnoth. 

St. Wulstan. 

Robert Fitzhardinge. 

Simon Bruton. 

John Carpenter, Bp. 

William Canynges. 

William Spencer. 

John Foster. 

John Lake, Bp. 

Jonathan Trelawney, 
Bart., Bp. 

Joseph Butler, Bp. 

Richard Hakluyt. 

Robert Thorne. 

John Whitson. 


Thomas White, D.D. 


Edward Colston. 


John Carr. 

Alice Cole. 

John Barstaple. 
Thomas Stevens. 

John Cabot. 

Mary Ann Peloquin. 
Tobias Matthew, Abp. 
Robert Redwood. 
Samuel Creswick, D.D. 
Lady Byron. 

Mary Carpenter. 
Abraham Hook. 
Edward Hodges Baily, R.A. 
Elizabeth Blanchard. 
Thomas Beddoes, M.D. 
Sarah Ridley. 

Edward Bird, R.A. 
William Fry. 
Humphry Davy. 





1 Pamphlet No. 2783 in Bristol Bibliography in Bristol Central Reference 
Library. 
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Thomas Bowdich. 

Richard Smith. 

John Briellat. 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 

Robert Southey. 

Thomas Chatterton. 

Joseph Cottle. 

John Elbridge. 

John Kerle Haberfield. 

Henry Hallam. 

Thomas Lawrence, R.A. 
(Pres.). 

Henry Bengough. 

Hannah More. 

Richard Reynolds. 

Thomas Hill. 


James Cowles Prichard, M.D. 


Abraham Birkin. 

Samuel Seyer. 

Edmund Burke. 

John Addington Symonds. 
William James Miller. 
Frederick John Fargus. 


Mark Whitwill. 

Urijah Thomas. 

John Pilkington Norris. 

Charles John Ellicott, Bp. 

Vincent Stuckey Lean. 

George Miiller. 

(Madame) Sharples. 

John Guthrie. 

John Percival, Bp. 

Handel Cossham. 

John Taylor. 

William Henry Wills 
[Lord Winterstoke]. 

John Latimer. 

Francis Frederick Fox. 

Lady Smyth. 

Henry Overton Wills. 

Edward Paynton Wills. 

Joseph Storrs Fry. 

James Williams Arrowsmith. 

Richard Vaughan. 

Richard Glover. 

Mary Clifford. 


“ Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about by so great 
a cloud of witnesses ”—what an inspiration even the bare recital 
of names is to those who have knowledge !—we, Bristolians, 
should be incited “to run with patience the race that is set 
before us.” But, alas! Bristol does not commemorate its 
witnesses. Will “the Metropolis of the West” be bold enough 
to claim publicly and boldly and year by year her well-nigh 
forgotten heritage ? Forgotten, because the claims of Colston, 
great indeed, but over-emphasized to the exclusion of others, 
as worthy, by the political and charitable complexion of the 
Colston Societies—have been allowed to overshadow all others. 

To reclaim our heritage, and all that it stands for, would not 
mean to dethrone Colston, but to recover right proportions. 
It would not even be necessary to change the names of the 
Colston Societies; it would simply mean the change of name 
from “ Colston Day ” to “ Commemoration Day.” The political 
activities of these Societies could still go on, while their 
charitable efforts would secure greater emphasis. 


123 





EDWARD COLSTON 


If representatives of the Colston Societies, other citizens and 
members of the various schools, college and institutions of 
Bristol were invited to gather in the Cathedral and other 
churches on “ Commemoration Day,” for a united commemora- 
tion of Bristol’s benefactors and worthies, on November 13th 
in each year, what inspiring gatherings there would be and what 
lessons would be learnt! To these ‘‘ benefactors and worthies” 
ought to be added those brave Bristolians—too many, alas ! to be 
commemorated individually, but yet overwhelmingly deserving 
of a ‘“‘general commemoration” — who made the “great 
sacrifice’ during the late War, and who died that we might 
live.’ Instead of delivering discourses—almost of necessity 
hackneyed, out of all true proportion’ and with less historical 
accuracy—preachers would have uplifting themes. Further, 
this united and public commemoration need not interfere with 
particular commemorations; indeed, it would add interest to 
them. 

If November 13th were a holiday in the primary and 
secondary schools, because it was “Commemoration Day ”— 
about which the teachers, having informed themselves, should 
speak to their pupils on the previous day—how the minds of the 
rising generations would be moulded to be proud of their city 
and to look forward to playing their part in years to come! 

If November 13th were a local holiday, or “holy day,” 
for all workers because it was “ Commemoration Day,” how 
it would serve not only to break the monotonous round from 
August to Christmas, but also to bring home to them, year by 
year, that they were “citizens of no mean city,” and had .a 
glorious heritage, of which they should more and more strive 
to be worthy! 

Truly, Bristol would do well to strive to recover the 
almost lost memories of its Benefactors and Worthies, and to 
rise to a real “ Commemoration Day.” 
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Appendix I, 


THE WILL, WITH THREE CODICILS, 
OF EDWARD COLSTON. 


[The careful reading of this last will, in spite of the somewhat 
tedious parts referring to contingencies and remainders, will 
be amply repaid by the insight given into the mind and character 
of Edward Colston. It is surprising to find that the Original 
will was taken out of the Registry in 1722, shortly after it was 
proved, and not returned till May 7th, 1770. See note at the 
end of last codicil.] 


[P. C. C., 236, Buckingham.] 

In the Name of God Amen. 

I Edward Colston of Mortlake in the County of Surrey 
being in good bodily health and of sound mind and memory 
praised be God for it Do make declare and publish this my last 
Will and Testament following ffirst I committ my Spiritt to 
God who gave it and my body to the Earth from whence it was 
taken to be decently buried in All Saints Church in the City of 
Bristoll in the Grave of my Ancestors in the Evening without 
any manner of Pomp or Ostentation Save only that my Corps 
shall be mett at Lawfords Gate by the poor Men and Women 
of my Almshouse on St. Michaells Hill and also by the poor 
Boys of my Hospitall on St. Augustines Back together with the 
six old Seamen maintained by me in the Merchants Almeshouse 
in the Marsh as likewise by all the Boys of the Charity School 
in Temple Street cloathed and taught by me and from thence 
accompanyed by them to the aforesaid Church directly and there 
interred with the whole Buriall Service contained in the now 
Comon Prayer book And for the Worldly Estate wherewith 
it hath pleased God to bless me I do dispose thereof as followeth 
Whereas before and upon the Marriage of my Nephew Edward 
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Colston with Mary Debert I settled severall Messuages Lands 
Tenements ffee ffarm Rents and other Hereditaments in such 
manner as that after the decease of him and Mary his Wife 
without Issue Male between them begotten the same would 
revert and come to me and my right Heires forever, And 
Whereas after the Marriage of my said Nephew I settled several] 
other Mannors Messuages Lands ffee ffarme rents and other 
Hereditaments in such manner as that part thereof would 
imediately after his death without Issue Male between them 
begotten also revert and come to me and my right Heires for 
ever as by the settlements will appear And whereas my said 
Nephew is since dead without Issue Male leaveing Issue One 
Daughter only named Sarah Now I do hereby give and devise 
All and every the said Messuages Mannors Lands Tenements 
ffee ffarm rents Annuities and other Hereditaments which were 
so by me settled as aforesaid To Thomas Edwards the Elder of 
the City of Bristoll Esquire Thomas Edwards the younger of 
the Middle Temple London Esquire ffrancis Colston of Bristoll 
Merchant Henry Hoare of London Goldsmith and Robert Carr 
late of the said City of London Mercer and their Heirs To the 
use of them and their Heirs for ever But In Trust for my said 
Grand Neice Sarah the Daughter of my said Nephew Edward 
Colston for the Term of her naturall life And in case She shall 
marry and her Husband shall within six months after such 
Marriage take upon him the Surname of Colston Then In Trust 
for all and every her Son and Sons lawfully begotten severally 
and successively as they shall be in priority of birth and for 
the Heires Male of the body and bodies of all and every such 
Son The Elder of such Sons and the Heires Male of his body 
being preferred to take before the younger of such Sons and the 
heires male of his and their body and bodies issuing such Son 
and Sons and his and their heires male severally after each of 
them shall respectively take by vertue of this my Will taking 
on him the Surname of Colston and in all Letters and Writings 
stileing and writing himself Colston after his Christian name 
And in default of such Issue or in case her husband or any 
Issue male of his body on her begotten shall neglect or refuse 
to take upon him the Surname of Colston Then In Trust for all 
and every the Daughter and Daughters of my said Grand Neice 
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Sarah Colston as tenants in Comon and not jo 

for the heiress of the body and bodies of tata: a 
Daughter and Daughters And in case any of them shall dye 
without Issue Then In Trust for the other and others of them 
and the heires of her and their body and bodies issuing But 
upon Condition that the husband and husbands of such Daughter 
and Daughters severally shall within six months after Marriage 
take upon each of them respectively the Surname of Colston 
And in default of such Issue or in case such husband or husbands 
shall not take upon him or them the Surname of Colston Then 
as to one Moiety of the same Premisses In Trust to permitt and 
suffer my Kinsman ffrancis Colston for and during his naturall 
life to receive the profitts thereof for his own use And 
In Trust to preserve the contingent remainders hereinafter 
appointed from being destroyed And from and after the 
death of my said Kinsman ffrancis Colston Then In Trust for 
the first second third fourth fifth and all and every other Son and 
Sons of the body of my said Kinsman lawfully begotten or to 
be begotten and the heirs male of the body and bodies of such 
Son and Sons lawfully issuing The elder of such Son and Sons 
respectively and the heires male of his body to be preferred and 
to take before the younger of such Son and Sons and the heires 
male of his and their body and bodies respectively And in 
default of such Issue In Trust for all and every the Daughter 
and Daughters of the said ffrancis Colston begotten and to be 
begotten and the severall heires of the body and bodies of such 
Daughter and Daughters respectively not as joynt Tenants but 
as Tenants in common And for default of such Issue Then 
In Trust to permitt and suffer my Cousin Mary now the Wife 
of the said Thomas Edwards the younger to receive the profits 
during her naturall life And In Trust also to preserve and 
support the contingent remainders herein after limitted and 
appointed And from and after her decease Then In Trust for 
the first Son of my said Neice Mary Edwards begotten or to be 
begotten and the heires of the body of such first Son ee 
issuing And for default of such Issue Then In Trust for - 
second third fourth and all and every Son and Sons of the body 
of my said Neice begotten and to be begotten and the won 
of the body and bodies of such Son and Sons severally as they 


129 





EDWARD COLSTON 


and each of them shall be in Seniority of Age and Priority of 
birth The elder of such Son and Sons and the heires male of 
his body to be preferred and to take before the younger and the 
heires male of his body And for default of such Issue Then in 
Trust for all and every the Daughter and Daughters of my said 
Neice Mary Edwards begotten and to be begotten and the several] 
heires of the body and bodies of such Daughter and Daughters 
respectively not as joynt Tenants but as Tenants in Comon 
And afterwards In Trust for my right heires And as for and 
concerning the other Moiety of the same Premisses In Trust to 
pmit my said Cousin Mary Edwards to receive the Profits thereof 
during her life but nevertheless In Trust also to preserve the 
contingent remainders after limitted and appointed And from 
and after her death Then in Trust for the first second third and 
all and every her Son and Sons begotten and to be begotten 
and the heires of his and their body and bodies severally as 
they shall be in priority of birth The elder and the heires of his 
body being always preferred before the younger and the heires 
of his body And for default of such Issue In Trust for all and 
every the Daughr and Daughters of my said Cousin Mary 
Edwards begotten and to be begotten and the severall heires 
of their bodies respectively not as joynt Tenants but Tenants in 
comon And in default of such Issue Then In Trust for my said 
Cousin ffrancis Colston for and during the Term of his naturall 
life And upon Trust also to preserve the contingent remainders 
after appointed And from and after his decease Upon Trust 
to be by them my Trustees settled to for and upon the same 
Uses Trusts Ends Intents and Purposes as I have herein before 
limitted devised and declared touching and concerning the other 
Moiety first above menconed And for default of such Issue Then 
to my right heires Item Whereas I have lent severall Sumes of 
money at Interest and may hereafter have more such Securities 
Now for preventing all Inconveniencies that may hereafter 
happen by reason of the Mortgages being made to me and my 
heires defeasible upon payment of the money lent with Interest 
In case the legall Interest of such Mortgages should descend to 
any Person who by reason of his minority may be incapable of 
transferring the same I do hereby devise all such Lands and 
Mannors so mortgaged or which shall be mortgaged to me and 
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the legall Interest thereof unto 
elder Thomas Edwards the 
Hoare and Robert Carr and 
Trust to receive the monyes 


the same Thomas Edwards the 
younger ffrancis Colston Henry 
their heires But nevertheless In 


due thereon And that the moneys 
thereby secured may be applied and remain to the same uses 


ends and purposes and to be transferred and conveyed as the 
other parts of my Personall Estate are appointed and directed 
Item I devise all that ffee ffarme Rent of Twenty one pounds 
and eight shillings issuing yearly forever out of the Rectory of 
Ivenho And all that ffee ffarme rent of Nine pounds payable 
yearly forever out of the Rectory of Swinburn both in the 
County of Bucks And all that Annuity or yearly Sume of One 
hundred pounds by me lately purchased of Robert Thorowgood 
payable out of Thornbury Parke in the County of Gloucester to 
the said Thomas Edwards the elder Thomas Edwards the 
younger ffrancis Colston Henry Hoare and Robert Carr and their 
heires Upon Trust to be by them settled on my Grand Neice 
Sarah Colston and her first and other Sons She and they taking 
on them the name of Colston and afterwards for my said Cousin 
ffrancis Colston To the intent he may receive the same rents 
during his life And from and after his decease In Trust for all 
and every his Son and Sons lawfully begotten in Taile male The 
eldest of such Son and Sons respectively and the Heires male of 
his body to be preferred before the younger and the heires male 
of his body And afterwards in Trust for such subsequent uses 
ends intents trusts and purposes as I have herein before limitted 
and appointed my said Messuages and Lands settled on the 
Marriage of my said Nephew Edward Colston Item I Give and 
Devise all that my Mannor of Steathall in.the County of Essex 
and all other my Lands Tenements and Hereditaments in the 
same County to my Kinsman Robert Carr the younger his 
heires and Assignes forever And Whereas by the saci 
made on the Marriage of my said Nephew Edward Co ee 
deced with the said Mary his late Wife there 1s a provision made 
uld dye without Issue male 
that in case my said Nephew sho y oe criieilee 
leaveing one or more Daughters who should live to a 
ied that then the Mannors 
Age of eighteen years or be marriec Bee ot ctand 
-Lands Rents and hereditaments therein eee S ae 
charged with the raiseing of the Sume of Eleven 
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pounds for the porcon of such Daughter and Daughters payable 
at their day of Marriage or Ages of eighteen years with interest 
therefore after the rate of four pounds p Cent p Ann. to be 
accounted from the death of my said Nephew till such porcon 
shall become payable And Whereas my said Nephew is lately 
dead his only Daughter of the Age of fourteen years or there- 
about And Whereas my Personall Estate will amount to much 
more than will pay my Debts Legacies and funerall Expenses 
I do hereby direct and appoint my Executors hereinafter named 
and the Survivors and Survivor of them after my Debts Legacies 
and funerall Expenses shall be paid or well secured and their 
own Charges and Expenses as well travelling as other Charges 
by them expended or laid out in the Exection of the 
Trust hereby in them reposed shall be discharged and satisfied 
That then they shall and ought as soon as they can conveniently 
lay out all the residue of my Personall Estate in the Purchase of 
some Mannors Lands Messuages Tenements ffee ffarme rents or 
other hereditaments in ffee simple And imediately after such 
pchase settle and assure the same by the Advice of good Councell 
To such uses intents and purposes and upon such Trusts as are 
hereinafter directed and appointed or as near and agreable as 
may be possible to my intencons hereinafter declared (that is 
to say)? . . . In Trust as to one moyety for my said Grand 
Neice Sarah Colston for and during the term of her naturall life 
without impeachment of or for [any] manner of Waste Subject 
nevertheless to the payment of one half part of my Legacies 
and Charities herein given which shall be then unpaid And in 
Trust during her life to preserve the contingent remainders 
And from and after her decease In Trust for the first Son 
of the body of the said Sarah Colston lawfully to be begotten and 
the heires male of the body of such first Son And for default 
of such issue for the second third fourth and all and every other 
Son and Sons of the body of the said Sarah Colston lawfully to 
be begotten severally and successively one after another in 
order and course as they shall be in Seniority of Age and 
Priority of Birth and the severall heires male of their severall 
and respective bodies The Elder of such Sons and the heires 


1 Twelve lines completely obliterated follow with a memorandum in 
the margin stating that this was done before the sealing, etc., of the Will. 
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male of his body being always preferred befo 
said Sons and the heires male of their 
Provided always and my Will is that if a 
the said Sarah Colston shall be married shall after the space 
of six months after such Marriage use any Surname after his 
name of Baptism other than the name of Colston or if any of 
the heires male of such Marriage shall within three months after 
their possessing of the Premisses soe to be purchased use any 
Surname other than the name of Colston such husband shall not 
have any benefit or advantage of the Reall Estate or any part 
thereof Nor shall such heir male have any benefitt or advantage 
‘of the Moiety of the premisses to be purchased as aforesaid 
which is to be settled on the said Sarah Colston for her life but 
she only to enjoy the profits thereof exclusive of her husband 
And my Will is that the refusall of such husband or of 
such their heir male shall not in any wise prejudice the said 
Estate of the said Sarah Colston for her life But after her 
decease the said Moiety of the said premisses so to be purchased 
shall upon failure of issue male of the body of the said Sarah or 
their not complying with the Condicon before mentioned be in 
Trust for the Daughter and Daughters of my said Grand ae 
Sarah Colston to hold as Tenants in comon and not as joyn 
a i d bodies of such Daughter 
Tenants and the heires of the body and bo ey oie 
d Daughters respectively And in default of such Issue 
fe Peak id Moi be equally divided and one 
in Trust that the said Moiety shall be equally Naik 
half of such Moiety shall be in a a - ame o ah Fd 
: ife Subject n 
Neice Mary Edwards for her li ‘septic 
payment of One fourth part of my seine ae i life te 
given as shall be then unpaid 7 al re pe ommae 
pourve contingent Mary Edwards and the 
the first Son of the said Mary 
In Trust for the default of such Issue for the 
f his body And for deta 4 Sons 
heires male 0 ll and every other Son an 
second third fourth fifth and a! an erally and successively 
of the body of the said Mary Edwards sev a casi abedl-be an 
ther in Order and Course atl: beines 
one after ano arity of birth and the sever 
Seniority of Age and Priority eo bodies The Elder of such 
male of their severall and pee body being always px eferred 
Sons and the heires Male © d the heires male of their 
before the younger of such Sons an 


re the younger of 
bodies respectively 
ny person to whom 
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bodies respectively And for want of such Issue male In Trust 
for the Daughter and Daughters of my said Neice Mary Edwards 
To hold as Tenants in Comon and not as joynt Tenants and the 
heires of the body and bodies of such Daughter and Daughters 
respectively And as to the other half of my said Grand Neice 
Sarah Colstons Moiety My Will is that it shall be In Trust for 
the said ffrancis Colston for life Subject nevertheless to the 
payment of a Quarter part of my Legacies and Charities hereby 
given shall be then unpaid .And In Trust during his life to 
peserve contingent remainders And from and after his decease 
In Trust for the first Son of the said ffrancis Colston and the 
heires male of his body And for default of such Issue for the 
second third fourth fifth and all and every Son and Sons of the 
body of the said ffrancis Colston severally and successively one 
after another in order and course as they shall be in Seniority 
of Age and priority of birth and the severall heires male of their 
severall and respective bodies the elder of such Sons and the 
heires male of his body being always preferred before the 
younger of the said Sons and the heirs male of their bodies 
respectively And for want of such issue In Trust for all and 
every the Daughter and Daughters of my said Kinsman ffrancis 
Colston as Tenants in comon and not as joynt Tenants and the 
heires of the body and bodies of such Daughter and Daughters 
respectively And as to the other Moiety of the Premisses so to 
be purchased as aforesaid my further Will is that it shall be 
equally divided and one half of such Moiety shall be in Trust 
for my said Neice Mary Edwards for her life Subject nevertheless 
to the payment of a fourth part of my Legacies hereby given as 
shall be then unpaid And in Trust during her life to preserve 
contingent remainders And from and after her decease In Trust 
for the first Son of the said Mary Edwards and the heires male 
of his body And for default of such Issue To the Use and behoofe 
of the second third fourth fifth and all and every other Son and 
Sons of the body of the said Mary Edwards severally and 
successively one after another in order and course as they shall 
be in seniority of Age and priority of birth and the severall 
heires male of their severall and respective bodies The elder 
of such Sons and the heires male of his body being always 
preferred before the younger of the said Sons and the heires 
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male of their bodies respectively And for want of such Issue 
male In Trust for all and every the Daughter and D 
of my said Neice Mary Edwards to hold as Tenants j 


and not as joynt Tenants and the heires of the body a 
of such Daughter or Daughters respectively And in 
Issue of my Neice Mary Edwards Then In Trust for my Grand | 
Neice Sarah Colston and her first and other Sons in taile Male 
And in default of such issue In Trust for my Kinsman ffrancis 
Colston and his first and other Sons in tail in like manner as is 
herein under declared touching the other Quarter part of such 
Lands to be purchased And my further Will is that the other 
half of the last menconed Moiety shall be in Trust for the said 
ffrancis Colston for his life Subject nevertheless to the payment 
of a fourth part of my Legacies and Charities hereby given as 
shall be then unpaid And in Trust during his life to preserve 
contingent remainders And from and after his decease In hah 
for his first Son and the heires male of his body And for default 
"a d third fourth fifth and all 
of such Issue In Trust for the secon r sical 
and every other Son and Sons of the body of the said pone 
erally and successively one after another in order 
ne pee oa they shall be in seniority of Age and priority of 
and cou fi 
f their severall and respec 
birth and the severall heires male o aim 
heires male of his body 
s The elder of such Sons and the ; 
it always preferred before the younger of Se nT ee 
the heires male of their bodies oy, “oe ip po 
i In Trust for the Daughter an ; 
Uiamde ffrancis Colston To hold as Tenants Se ate et 
j ts and the heires of the body and b . 
Bgpeert tages ively And if either of suc 
Daughter and Daughters aeagae4 Be the Survivors 
Daughters dye without Issue Then In Be ciloy my Gread 
of them And for want of such Issue Then ah Bee casein 
Neice Sarah Colston for her life and her first i pee 
Tail Male And in default of such payers ae se wats 
Neice Mary Edwards and her first an xs Eo aught is 
And in default of such Issue to her inch ¢ : the other fourth 
like manner as is herein before dec ne ‘in default of such issue 
art limitted to her and her issue 4 my further Will is that 
: i heires for ever. And my tl all always be 
to my own right het hased as aforesaid sh 
the premisses so to be purchas 


aughters 
n comon 
nd bodies 
default of 
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chargeable with and subject to the payment of my Legac; 
Charities hereby given untill ‘ite Shall all Sae-atatan a 
satisfied in proporcon to the Share and Shares of every Possessor 
of any part of the said premisses for the time being And I Wil] 
also that in such Settlements to be made of such intended 
purchased Lands there shall be such Limittacons to ( 
Trustees to preserve contingent remainders to unborn Children 
posthumous Children and others and such powers for makeing 
Joyntures and Leases as are usuall and as my Executors and 
the Survivor and Survivors who shall make such Settlements 
shall think reasonable and approve of Item I give to the 
Hospitall of St Bartholomew in London ffive hundred pounds 
And to Christ Church Hospitall One Thousand pounds And to 
St Thomas Hospitall in Southwark ffive hundred pounds And 
to Bethlem Hospitall in Moorfeilds five hundred pounds Which 
several Sumes It is my Intent and Will shall be laid out in 
Lands and Hereditaments in ffee Simple not only as an Addition 
to increase the Revenues of each Hospitall but also shall be 
subject and liable to the same Trusts and Rules by which the 
said Hospitalls are founded and governed And my Will is that 
none of the said four Sumes shall be paid to their respective 
Treasurers till their Governours shall have found out and agreed 
for Lands Rents and Tenements to the value of the Sumes 
hereby given and the Interest in the meantime to be applied 
to my Personall Estate Item I give to the President and 
Governours of the Incorporated Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospell in fforreign parts Three hundred pounds for the 
promoting and better carrying on that pious Worke and Design 
And to the Governours of the Workhouse without Bishopsgate 
One hundred pounds for the benefitt of the poor of that House 
Item I give to my Cousin Elizabeth Blowen One Annuity of 
Twenty pounds p annu during her life to be issuable and payable 
from the time of my death Quarterly clear of all Taxes out of 
the profits of my Personal Estate And to her Son John Blowen 
I give the Sume of Two hundred pounds . . . Item I give 
to John Lucie Son of Matilda Lucie Twenty pounds 

p Annum for twelve years payable quarterly to comence from 
my decease (if he shall so long live)’ Item I give unto Elizabeth 
Harvey the Sume of Twenty five pounds p ann payable 
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quarterly for twelve years to comence from my d 
ec 

shall soe long live) Item I give unto Sarah "Biges idk ay 

of ffifteen pounds . p Ann for twelve 


Quarterly to comence from my decease ( 
: Item I give to Hester Bow 
Martha Kemp the Sume of thirty pou 
do in all things Conforme to the established Church of England 
Item I Give to my Cousin Richard Standfast four hundred 
pounds and acquit and discharge him from his Note to me for 
One hundred pounds which I lent to him And I give to his 
Daughter ffrances three hundred pounds And to my Cousin 
Elizabeth Sparke One hundred and fifty pounds And to her 
Sisters Anne Sparke and Isabella Cannon One hundred pounds 
to each of them And to my God daughter Mary Stanley One 
hundred pounds and her Sister Anne Twenty pounds Item I 
give to Mary the Daughter of my Cousin Mary Dunscomb (to be 
for her sole Use and her husband to have nothing to do with it) 
fifty pounds And to my Kinswoman Margarett Clutterbuck 
one hundred and fifty pounds Item I give to my Cousin Eliza- 
beth Carr three hundred pounds and to her Son Robert ffive 
hundred pounds To my Cousin Martha Kemp Twenty pounds 
and to her Daug. Hannah Evans Thirty pounds And to Anne 
Taylor their Sister Thirty pounds And to her Son ffrancis 
Taylor One hundred pounds And to my Cousin Anne Warren 
Two hundred pounds to be at her disposall solely and her 
‘ husband to have nothing to do with it and her rect. to be a 
sufficient discharge for it Item I give to my Cousin Thomas 
Edwards the elder ffour hundred pounds And to his son Thomas 
ffive hundred pounds And to my Cousin James Pym five 
hundred pounds abating out of said Sume One hundred seventy 
six pounds fourteen shillings and ten pence which is due : yr 
by his Acct. in fo: 210 of my Leidger and is left in vs ands 
for that purpose Item I give to my Cousin Sah bey 
Twenty pounds And to William Jones Minister of Mo 
ho was my Servant fiifty 

ten pounds And to John Colston w 

: Colston an-Annuity of ffive 
pounds And to his ffather Thomas ucpeintipeinithoe 
pounds p Ann and to his Brother eee quarterly during 
ffive pounds p Ann to be paid to a e both in my Almeshouse 
their lives clear of all deductions who are 


Sume 
j yeares payable 
if she shall so long live) 
man Granddaughter of 
nds on condicon that she 
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in St Michaells hill at Bristoll And to Good wife Belton three 
pounds Item I give to Mary Warren Daughter of my Cousin 
Anne Warren One hundred pounds and to Cousin Anne 
Aldington fifty pounds And to my Cousin Charles Brent 
Rector of St Walburghs Parish in Bristoll fifty pounds And 
to Mildred Westwood ten pounds Item I give to ffrancis Chute 
One hundred pownds And to Elizabeth Chute his Sister Two 
hundred pounds To Anne Daughter of my Cousin Giles Merrick 
fifty pounds And to my Cousin Sarah Morley One hundred 
pounds because she is like to loose so much by Mr. . . . Bowyer 
To Mary Ellis fifty pounds And to Joanna Wife of Thomas 
Bennett of Bedminster and Daughter of John Batten ffifty 
pounds Item I give to my Cousin Mary Edwards ffive hundred 
pounds to be putt out att Interest for her Use and the Interest 
to be applyed as She alone and separate from her husbande 
shall direct and appoint And after her decease I appoint the 
said Principall Sume of ffive hundred pounds to be paid to her 
younger Daughter Sophia at her Day of Marriage or her Age 
of One and twenty yeares which shall first happen Item I give 
to her Daughter Mary my God Daughter Eight Thousand 
pounds And I further give to her Sister Sophia ffive Thousand 
pounds . . . Which said severall Sumes shall be paid to 
them at their respective Ages of one and twenty yeares or day of 
Marriage which shall first happen Provided they marry with the 
consent of their ffather and Mother or the Survivor of them or 
otherwise their Legacies to sink into my Personall Estate Item 
I give to Thomas and Margarett Kent Son and Daughter of 
ffrancis Kent of Pollern in Wilts whose wife was the Daughter 
of Henry Batten One hundred pounds a peice in Case I shall 
not before my death have given them the said Sumes respectively 
Item it is my Will that if any of the aforesaid Legatees in this 
my Will contained dye before they attaine their respective Ages 
of Twenty yeares or day of Marriage or before my decease Then 
such Legacy or Leagcyes of such dying as are not herein other- 
wise appointed to be paid shall be void And I do appoint my 
Executors to place out at Interest or continue where they are 
already placed out All such Moneys as I have ordered to be 
laid out in Lands till a Purchase can be made and to apply the 
Interest of them to my psonall Estate for increasing the Capitall 
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which I do hereby declare it sh 

also that the severall en otk of And 
when payable And it is my further Will that all i ee neipall 
that I have herein given shall be paid out of m oe lawses 
Estate until such time as the Lands that are to a eae 
therewith shall be actually bought and settled as before 
appointed Whereas I have Covenanted with the Society of 
Merchants of the City of Bristoll to pay and discharge all 
Taxes—by Act of Parliamt on the Lands and fee farm rents 
settled on them for the maintenance of One hundred boys that 
are to be educated in my Hospitall on St. Augustines Back 
of the said City I do hereby direct my Executors to pay and 
discharge them as long as they shall be charged on them and 
paid by them in like manner out of said Lands ffee farm rents 
or either of them untill they shall have laid out my Personall 
Estate in purchases of Lands and afterwards to secure the 
payment of such Taxes by and out of some part of the Lands 
purchased as will be sufficient for that purpose in such manner 
as Councell indifferently chosen shall think fitt and reasonable 
And Whereas I have ordered Sermons to be preached in some 
of the Parish Churches of the said City of Bristoll every 
Wednesday and ffryday during the Lent yearly upon severall 
Subjects relating to the Primitive Discipline and Usage of the 
Church of England Such are the Lenten ffast the nature and 
Constitution of the Catholick Church the Excellency of the 
pesent Church of England the Censures of the Church vizt 
Excommunication Penance yta Restitution Baptism frequenting 
the Comunion against the Popes Supremacy and the Errors of 
the Romish Church Comfirmacon frequenting the Publick 
Worship Our Saviours Meritorious Passion Confession Publick 
and Private Absolution Publick and Private Repentance (But 
because the last of these is a Topick very often handled and the 
two former may be the Subject of one discourse pea i 
they are inseperably united) instead of Repentance ei isk 
and Enthusiasm in the room of Absolution if it shall be adjudg e 
by the generality of the Ministers of the said City who are : 

S ns that they will be more beneficiall) whic 

preach those Sermons life with an Allowance of Twenty 
I have continued during my 41!e wl f the said City that shall 
pounds p Annum to such Ministers of the 
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preach them together with a Sermon each month in the year 
to the Prisoners in Newgate and also a yearly Sermon on the 
Second of November at the Cathedral Church at which m 

Hospitall Boys are to be present Now my Will is that the 
Society of Merchants of the said City shall yearly for the space 
of three years to be computed from the time of my death pay 
the said yearly Sume of Twenty pounds to such Ministers of the 
said City who shall yearly preach the said Sermons by the 
Approbacon of my Executors and the Survivor and Survivors 
of them And after their deaths by the Nominees appointed in 
my late Settlement for my Hospitall in Bristoll for the 
maintenance of One hundred boys that are poor and the greater 
number of such Nominees so as such Ministers do faithfully 
adhere to and effectually sett forth the use and benefitt of the 
said Subjects And in case my said Executors and Nominees 
or the greater number of them then living shall at the end of 
three years approve of and be satisfied that such Preaching hath 
proved beneficiall to the Inhabitants of the said City by 
inclining them to a Love and good likeing of said institutions of 
the Primitive Church Then it is my Will And I do hereby direct 
the Society of Merchants yearly from thenceforth for ever out 
of the ffee farme Rents hereinafter devised to them to continue 
the payment of the said Twenty pounds p Ann for supporting 
such Preaching in the Pish Churches of Christ and St. Walburgh 
or any other that shall be found as convenient for the aforesaid 
purpose and also for the two above named Sermons But if the 
said Minister shall be negligent in the faithfull performance 
of what is above appointed and recomended to them Then 
such Gift to cease And I do hereby Order the said Twenty 
pounds to be yearly paid to the Church Wardens of Redcliffe 
and St Thomas Parishes of said City towards the promoting 
and maintaining a Charity School in each of the said Pishes for 
twenty Children at least if the pishioners will raise a ffund or 
Contribute so much more as will be sufficient for the teaching 
them to read write Cypher and the Church Catechism And in 
default thereof then the said Twenty pounds to be yearly paid 
and distributed among forty poor Housekeepers of said two 
parishes who do not receive Almes and do frequent and Conform 
to the Doctrine of the now Established Church Whereas I have 
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settled the Mannors of Beer an 
Somersett in the Master Warde 
of the Society of Merchants in Br 
Educacon and placeing out Appr 
Which Mannors are agreed by them to be worth and accordingl 

they have Covenanted to make good and expend for the s a 
use the respective Sumes of ffour hundred and fifty pounds a 
two hundred and fifty pounds yearly when the Outgoings 
which by a Schedule annext to their Deed amounts to Sixty 
six pounds fifteen shillings are deducted Of which said Out- 
goings they have Covenanted to give an Acct yearly for the 
first two years And in that Settlement it is mutually agreed 
that if they exceed the Sume aforesaid further Provision shall 
be made for so much as the said Sume comes short Now if 
they shall duely Comply with the said Covenant of Accounting 
at the end of ten years for all ffines and Casuall Profitts made 
of the said Mannors and for the ffifty pounds p Annum allowed 
them for the Salary of a Master to teach the Boys (which they 
do not pay him) and shall make good the Overplus if any to 
the Stock of the house to make up any contingent deficiences 
that may happen to be in the Outgoings or otherwise to my 
Executors full Satisfaction Then my Will is that if it shall 
appear to them that the said two Mannors have not been Lett 
for nor produced the above said yearly Sumes they are taken 
for And that by reason thereof the said Society have bona 
fide been Loosers and Sufferers in their own income by the 
aforesaid Agreement That then they* shall appropriate to their 
use out of the remaining part of the ffee fiarme rent of thirty 
nine pounds seventeen shillings and six pence herein after to 
them devised (being eleven pounds seventeen shillings and SIX 
pence) so much thereof as shall be found to be wanting and 
necessary to enable them to comply with their said Trust so 
as they may not be losers thereby And if it shall appear that 
there is no want of that Sume or any part thereof for i 
purpose Then I do direct and appoint that the ane 

part thereof as shall be Overplus shall be applied for Clo th = 
the six Almesmen that are maintained at my Charge in the 


d Locking in the County of 
ns Assistants and Comonalty 
istoll towards the maintenance 
entices One hundred poor boys 


3 
1 Three lines here obliterated and a Memorandum in margin that thi 


was done before sealing, etc., of the Will. 
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Almeshouse in the Marsh in the same manner as other Seamen 
are there cloathed (but with some particular distinction) And 
the Remainder to the use of my Almeshouse on St Michaells 
hill Item in case the Legacies given by this my Will cannot be 
paid off or discharged within five years after my death by 
reason of the Nonage of any of the Legatees or other incapacity 
whereby my Executors may be sufficiently discharged in pay- 
ment of them Then I leave it to the discretion and election of 
my Executors either to continue any of the moneys out at 
Interest or to place out from time to time moneys sufficient 
for the payment of such Legacies untill such Legatees shall 
become capable of receiving and dischargeing the same Or 
otherwise that such Legacies shall be charged on the Lands so 
directed to be purchased And that in such intended Settlement 
clauses be added sufficient to secure their payment accordingly 
Item I give to the Masters Wardens Assistants and Comonalty 
of Merchant Adventurers of the City of Bristoll and their 
Successors forever all that ffee ffarme Rent of Thirty nine pounds 
seventeen shillings and six pence issueing for ever out of the 
Mannor of Shapwicke in the County of Dorsett In Trust for 
the ends intents and purposes following (vizt) first that they 
shall and will yearly for the space of three years next coming 
after my death and afterwards for ever if my Executors think 
fitt pay thereout Twenty pounds a year to such Ministers of 
the City of Bristoll as shall preach every Wednesday and 
ffryday morning yearly during the Lent a Sermon upon the 
severall Subjects which are herein before particularly enumerated 
in this Will and likewise a Monthly Sermon in Newgate to the 
Prisoners And also a yearly Sermon at the Colledge on the 
second day of November at which the Hospitall Boys are to be 
present upon such Condicons and Limitacons as are herein before 
largely expressed whereto I refer because my intencons are 
herein before more fully signified and also shall pay and apply 
twenty shillings more yearly for ever to the Minister who shall 
teach the One hundred Boys in my Hospitall on St Augustines 
back not only to repeat by heart but thoroughly to understand 
the meaning and use of the psent Church Catechism to make 
up his Salary Ten pounds a year with what is already setled 
upon him and likewise to pay Seven pounds a year other part 
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of the said yearly rent for ever as m 
Parson in Orders as shall read Prayer 
All Saints in the City of Bristoll ey 
morning in the year And to the C] 
such manner as it hath been used for about f 

past by the Gift of my Brother Richard Colston in Wheres 
I have lately built six Tenemts on the Waste of Sheen in the 
Parish of Mortlake for the poor of said Parish I do hereby give 
them to the use of such Poor as shall be agreed by the Parson 
Church Wardens and majority of the Vestry of said Parish 
and their successors to stand in most need of them and 
will most ease the Parish from providing other Rooms for them 
And I do further give to the use of the Poor of the said Parish 
to be disposed of at the Vestry (wherein the Gentlemen 
inhabiting there are desired to be assistant) twenty five pounds 
p Ann to be paid yearly to the Church Wardens respectively 
for the term of twelve years to be reckoned from the time of 
my decease for the teaching twelve poor boys of the said Parish 
to read write Cypher and repeat by heart and thoroughly to 
understand the Grounds of the Catechism now used in the Church 
of England and for providing them with books for that purpose 
and also cloathing them in the like manner as the same number 
of boys are now cloathed and educated by me if there be a , 
publick School and a proper Master for that purpose And I also 
Give Twenty pounds a year more to the use of the Poor of the 
said Pish of Mortlake to be disposed off in like manner and for 
the like term of years after my death for the teaching of twelve 
Girles of the said Parish to read sew and learn the Church 
Catechism and for providing them with Cloaths and books and 
that they together with the Boys attend the Church Prayers 
three times in a week as they nowdo But should it so happen 
that the Children of said Parish as well Boys as Girles for whose 
cloathing and teaching I have made provision should through 
the neglect of their Parents or their own idleness not constantly 
attend to Divine Service at that Church on Sundays and to the 
weekly prayers on Wednesdays and firydays throughout Ps 
year unless hindered by Sickness after they have been often 
admonished of said neglect Thenitis my Will that such ee 
shall not be futurely either cloathed or taught And if afterwards 


y particular Gift to such 
S in the Parish Church of 
ery Monday and Tuesday 
erk and Sexton thereof in 
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notwithstanding such Admonitions by the Minister Church 
Wardens and Vestry the neglect of attending the Church as 
aforesaid grows so generall that the greater part of said Children 
as well boys as Girles shall abstain therefrom and not duely 
attend the same Then I do hereby revoke and make void the 
said severall Sumes of ffive and twenty and twenty pounds 
which I have hereby given for their cloathing and teaching 
And I recomend and heartily request the Gentlemen of the said 
Parish to inspect their behaviour relating to the premises 
Item I give to my Neice Mary Edwards one of my India Chests 
and also her Mothers and Sisters Pictures that are in my house 
at Mortlake Item I give to my Grand Neice Sarah Colston 
my other India Chest and my two India Cabinetts together 
with all my furniture and Household. Goods to my house 
belonging And if the pson who shall take my house during the 
remaining term of my Lease will not give a valuable Considera- 
tion as well for the Orange trees as for the Greens that are 
growing in the Garden and likewise for the Statues I would 
have them sold if not before done as also the hearths and other 
things else that I have sett up in the said house that are 
removeable by my Lease or may be taken away and the money 
that they shall yield Converted to her use unless that of the 
Orange trees and Greens if they should be sold by me before 
but if my said Grand Neice should die before She is married 
then it is my Will that the same household Goods and Orange 
Trees or the money for which they shall be sold shall be equally 
divided between the said Mary and Sophia Edwards Daughters 
of my said Neice Mary Edwards and all and every the Children 
of said firancis Colston that shall be living at my decease I also 
Give to my said Grand Neice Sarah Colston my Coach horses 
and Coach and Chariott that I shall have at the time of my 
decease Item it is my Desire that my Picture that is in the 
Dineing Room of my said Dwelling house shall be sent to 
Bristoll imediately after my death and sett up in the School 
Room of my Hospitall on St Augustines Back together with 
my ffathers which is now at my Cousin Edward’s house in 
Bristoll Item I do impower my said Kinsman ffrancis Colston 
when he shall be seized of the Lands appointed to be purchased 
by my psonall Estate as herein before directed to limitt and 
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appoint a Jointure to such 
such parts of said Lands as s 
per Ann for ever and eve 
bona fide receive have an 
Portion with such Wife 


pson as shall be his second Wife of 
hall amount to One hundred pounds 
Ty One thousand pounds he shall 
d enjoy in money and Lands as a 


And in Case he shal] then have issue 
Male living of the body of his now Wife begotten That then he 


be impowered to limitt such Jointure Lands To the use 
pow first ad other Sons by such Second Wife in Tail Male 
to take effect imediately after his and his Second Wife’ s death 
- i Son by this Wife in tail male with 
with remainder over to any Son by ! 
roper limittacons for supporting the contingent remainders so 
: ih case such issue male by the second Wife fail the remainder 
‘a to any Sons by this Wife or any other of the remainders 
oa ie es before appointed of such Lands to be purchased 
Ne eee tie defeated hindred or destroyed Item I give to my 
Neic Mary Colston and Mary Edwards and to my Cousins 
ne ‘ f ffran. Colston Thomas Edwards the younger 
ain abelian and Robert Carr and to Henry Hoare and 
ols 
a Edwards the elder Twenty pounds a ca to dain 
f them Mourning Item I give to my _two rs k Mary 
A thur and John and my two Women Alice and oe 
i§ they shalbe all living and with me and to each ae te 
other of my Servants who shall be living ae Maerke 
f death the Sume of Ten pounds a peice and si Whereas 
Fi baa Executors shall think fitting 
to each of them as my ee sincey hath by her 
her late Majesty Queen Anne O Be i Corvceners 
Charter Constituted a Corporation and ves he tet tox: tke 
thereof all the Revenues of the first fruits an ae 
benefitt of the Poor Clergy to om rigs ules prescribed 
unds to thirty five pounds p Ann od oe pounds for 
2 them do appear I do hereby give Six f Sixty poor Cures 
the aforesaid uses for the Augmentacon 0 ive Parishes where 
Provided that the Inhabitants of Se igaee es rata Chri 
any one else in the be entitled 
~ ar Arabs we ie each Cure a Seiad and that the 
- the benefitt of her said late prea pounds to each Cure 
NAG eg ie pnaelidd cay id I hereby impower my 
ding as the Rules sett down ; ice such poor Cures as 
said ruin teas to fix upon and make cho 
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they shall judge do most want help or shall be most contiguous 
to their Abodes or Estates among which number I appoint the 
severall Vicarages or Cures in the first Schedule hereto annexed 
mentioned or such of them as I shall not make provision for in 
my life time And I do hereby appoint that in case there shall 
not be so many poor Vicarages or Cures found out and provided 
for or the Parishes in which such poor Vicarages are shall not 
effectually comply with the Condicons herein menconed within 
the space of Ten years from the time of my death then the 
residue of the Six Thousand pounds that shall remain so un- 
applied shall be disposed off to such publick pious and Charitable 
Uses as the majority of my said Executors or the Survivors of 
them shall think fit Item I Give to the Mercers Company of 
London One hundred pounds in Compensation for a ffine they 
laid upon me for not serving the Office of Warden of said 
Company when they had Elected me to it but I recomend it to 
them to bestow it upon some Charitable use Item I give to 
Bryan Richards son of Mary Richards of Mattingly in Hampshire 
whose Mother is descended from the family of the Battons 
One hundred pounds out of which I appoint Ten pounds yearly 
to be paid to his Mother towards his Schooling and boarding 
for so long as She shall think fitt to keep him there And what 
shall remain out of said One hundred pounds shall be paid him 
at his Age of One and twenty years if he live solong And if he 
dies before all further payments to cease Whereas I have made 
Provision for Ten pounds p Ann. to be allowed to some Minister 
of the Church of England for explaining the Church Catechism 
and thoroughly instructing the Boys of my Hospitall on St. 
Augustines Back of Bristol and accordingly said Sume is paid 
yearly by the Society of Merchants to Humphrey Tucker 
I do hereby impower my Executors and Nominees menconed 
in their Deed from time to time to chuse another in his stead 
qualifyed as above whenever they shall find occasion And also 
to displace him or them if they do not faithfully discharge the 
Trust reposed in them And Whereas the Members of the said 
Merchants hall or some Comittee of them are by the Eighteenth 
Article of the Rules annexed to their Deed of Trust for said 
Hospitall to visit the same monthly or at least four times in 
every year to Enquire into the behaviour of the Master of the 
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School thereto belonging as also if he allow 
good ffood for the said Boys he hath under hi 
improvement in their Learning Now forasm 
too apparent that for want of such inspectio 
Boys have been so neglected by their Scho 
they were examined it was found they 
“tes mt. in their Writing and Cyphering by the often 
ge She f their Master from his School that they were not 
Pe ies to be put out Apprentices as likewise that he had 
fitly qu them sufficient allowance of Provisions for their 
not given fore to prevent as much as in me 
ble Subsistence Therefore to p ee 
comforta for the future it is my desire 
h Neglect and Abuses fo 
alr hye by impower my said Executors and my Nominees 
and I do Lgl y rade st that should it at any time hereafter 
in my said at partys like remissness hath been in my 
aaa f the Merchants Hall or that by Connivance or 
Trustees o sented or encouraged the Educating 
otherwise they have coat ligion contrary to or dissenting 
; Principles of Religion t 
said Boys in any h or bound them ou 
t established Churc imediatel 
from our presen issenting therefrom they imediately 
ntices to Masters dissenting — ay be amended it 
pi tice thereof to them desireing it may Wiliian ce that 
— ee contrary to my Inclinations se hee to the 
being be Bees brought up in any Principles ae. Visa thee 
Charch of Ensannew, eae pene eielatien that then 
hall not find any good effect from suc Governours of Christs 
: ither intimate the same to the G by my Deed of 
they ei e] ho are made Visiters by ie 
Hospitall in eee: r else take proper remedy ose 
id 0 be taken ou 
by advo ood Counc the hare a ab 
ya I give to the ‘4 Citv of Bristoll 
of ay estat nek Macys Redclifft in pa: se athe 
Paris u nds towards t 
hundred poun id Church on Condicon 
the Sume of oie Organ in the said Chu or some 
Cat ve done nae Thal nt have given he se 
pans be pa that use in my life time dred pounds and to 
other Sume eel Banastre One hun my Servant fifty 
God Daughter ta Colston wae eee eatnatile 
Colston son to Jo ise direct and appoin 
Edward Co by devise direc te and out 
Item I do hereby Personall Esta 
2 ae out of the Produce of my 
Executors 
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of the rents and profits of the Lands that shall be purchased 
therewith shall raise the clear yearly Sume of One hundred 
pounds during the space of twelve years which shall be applied 
by my Execrs. and the severall Nominees appointed in the 
Settlemt. I have made for the Hospitall in Bristoll for the 
maintenance of One hundred poor Boys and the Survivor and 
Survivors or the greater number of such Survivors either for 
the binding out poor Boys Apprentices that are taught and 
cloathed by me in Temple Street or given to some young men 
who shall have served their Apprenticeship in the said City the 
better to Enable them to sett up their Trades not exceeding 
Ten pounds to each as shall by them be thought the greatest 
and most needfull Charity But it is my express Will that no 
pson or psons shall have or receive any benefitt or advantage 
of this One hundred pounds p Ann that shall not in all things 
conforme to the present established Religion of the Church of 
England Item Whereas I have allowed ten pounds p Ann 
towards a Charity School in the pish of St Philip and Jacob 
in the City and Suburbs of Bristoll and likewise Ten pounds 
p Ann towards another Charity School in the Parishes of St. 
Thomas and Redclift in the said City it is my desire that the 
payment of each of said Sumes shall be continued twelve years 
after my death if the said pishes shall continue such Charity 
Schools so long Item I give the Sume of Ten pounds p Ann 
for the Term of Twelve years from my decease towards the 
maintenance of a Charity School in the Parish of St James in 
the said City of Bristoll if the Inhabitants shall resolve on and 
actually sett up such a School and continue and maintain it 
for the aforesaid term for educating thirty boys at least in the 
Principles of the Church of England altho they should not 
cloath them And I further Give the like Sume of Ten pounds 
p Ann for twelve years from my death to another Charity 
School in the pishés of St Michaell or St Augustines in the said 
City of Bristoll if the Inhabitants of the said pishes sett up a 
School and continue and maintain the same for the term of 
twelve years for the Educating of at least thirty Girles in the 
Principles of the now Church of England and teach them to 
read sew and learn the Church Catechism Item I give towards 
the Support of the severall Charity Schools mentioned in the 
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second Schedule hereunto annexed 
the Sume of five pound ed whereto I have sett my hand 


S p Ann to be aid t 
quarterly severally and respectively se the ik paper 


years from my decease rovide 
continued so long And I do cca same pe ty Schools be 
the said severall yearly Sumes hereby and in the “rhs all 
Schedule hereto annexed menconed and devised ae mo 

; ards the 

maintenance of Charity Schools shall be paid and discharged 
out of the Produce of my psonall Estate or out of the rents and 
profits of the Lands which shall be purchased therewith and 
settled as aforesaid And my Will is that the Pemisses so to be 
purchased shall be always chargeable with and subject to the 
paymt. of the aforesaid Sumes settled on the Charity Schools 
and all other of that nature above named untill they shall all 
be paid off and fully satisfied in propporcon to the share and 
shares of my Possessor of any pt of the said pemes for the time 
being But should it so happen (which God forbid) that the said 
Charity Schools or any other towards whose Support I have 
herein or by any Codicill to be annext hereto given or shall 
hereafter give any yearly or other Sume or Sumes of money 
should not be continued for the Education of the Boys and 
Girles to be taught and educated thereby in the Principles of 
the Church of England as now Established by Law but converted 
to breed them up in other Principles contrary to it or any way 
dissenting from it Then I do hereby Revoke and disannull all 
such Gifts to the said severall Charity Schools as shall not be 
conformable to my said intencons and do hereby declare they 
shall be added to my Personall Estate and accounted as part 
thereof from that very time that said Alteracon in their 
Education shall be made Item it is my Will and I do hereby 
declare that if the said Sophia and Mary Daughters of my said 
Neice Mary Edwards or either of them shall hereafter Marry 
with any Person or Persons whatsoever without the consent of 
their father and Mother and of the Trustees names in my af 
Will or the greater number of them then living — a Hv 
their hands then it is my Will that such of the we: ae we 
marrying shall have or receive no more benefits ane oh fey 
by my said Will or anything therein contained than 

PY di said Will either by 
were actually dead or not named in my 
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particular names or Daughters in Generall And I do hereby 
further declare that it is my Will that in case my said Grand 
Neice Sarah Colston shall hereafter intermarry with any Person 
whatsoever without the consent of her Mother and of Thomas 
Edwards Sen. Henry Hoare and Robert Carr three of my 
Executors or the greater Number of them then living that then 
She shall take no benefitt or Advantage whatsoever by my 
said Will and whatsoever Moneys or Estates thereby intended 
for her or her Children shall neither be paid to or settled on her 
and her Issue And the money hereby intended for her shall 
sinke into my Personall Estate And whatsoever Lands and 
Tenemts are thereby intended for her shall be settled on such 
Persons and for such uses intents and purposes as are herein 
appointed to have and take the same in case She were actually 
dead or should die without issue And whereas I have by Deeds 
in Writing settled my ffarme and Lands in ffroyle in the County 
of Southton and likewise my Lands in Mangotsfeild in the 
County of Gloucester on the said ffrancis Colston and his Issue 
And in default of such issue To the use of my own right heires 
with Power of Revocacon as by the said Deeds will appear 
Now I do hereby Confirm those Settlemts but in case the said 
ffrancis Colston shall dye without Issue then I do hereby devise 
and bequeath my said ffarme and Lands in ffroyle and my said 
Lands in Mangotsfeild to my said Grand Neice Sarah Colston 
for Ninety nine years if she shall so long live without Impeach- 
ment of Wast And after the determinacon of that Estate To 
the Use of my Executors and their heires during her life In 
Trust to preserve and support contingent remainders And after 
her death to her first second and other Sons in Taile successively 
And for want of such Issue to her Daughters in Taile And for 
want of such Issue I devise the same ffarme and Lands to my 
said Neice Mary Edwards for Ninety nine years if She live so 
long And after the determinacon of that Estate to my said 
Executors and their heirs during her life In Trust to peserve 
and support contingent remainders And after her death to 
remain to her first and other Sons successively in tail And for 
want of such issue to remain to al] and every the Daughter and 
Daughters of her body begotten in tail as tenants in common and 
not as joynt tenants And for want of such issue to remain to 
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my own right heires Item I do Order anda 
out of the psonall Estate whereof 
out the Sume of ffive Thousand po 
Messuages Lands Tenements or other hereditaments in ffee 
Simple and after purchase made to settle the same by advice 
of good Councell on my Neice Mary Edwards and her issue Male 
or ffemale in such manner and to the like uses intents and 
purposes as I have herein before directed the said fourth pt 
of the Surplus of my Personall Estate to be settled on her and 
her issue imediately after my death but chargeable with the 
Sume of Two thousand pounds to my Grand Neice Sophia 
Edwards at her day of Marriage or Age of one and twenty years 
to Augment the Legacy I have already given her Lastly I do 
make Ordain and appoint the said Thomas Edwards the elder 
Thomas Edwards the Younger Robert Carr ffrancis Colston and 
i Will and Testament but it 
Henry Hoare Executors of this my ss 
is my express Will and intention that the said Thomas Edwar 
the elder Tho Edwards the younger Robert Carr ffrancis Colston 
7 hall have no benefit or 
d Henry Hoare or either of them s 
an wile ir bei d Executors save only that 
other advantage of their being srt rigs Sogee 
f them that shall Act s ave 
i Sythlieae Estate the Sume of Two hundred pounds tens 
ves and besides what is herein before given sae by ~~ a 
give them in consideration of their pains in seeing “i 7 pie 
fully executed And it is my Desire that } 
Reo oud uke t at the opening and 
three of my said Executors shall be presen sot faced 
reading of this my Will And that in their Petes sé pactintiea 
be taken of my severall Mortgages and othe har toh a Bae 
whereof they will find herewith and also an wiper tes Ses 
in fo: Leidger book) and also that they nN 
in fo: 237 of my Leidg in And that eac 
a large Chest or Trunk to lock them Hitt rent wards from 
Executor shall have a Key thereto with ee : es eorpeiercile 
ich said Chest or Trunk s me 
the others which s Executors or the greé 
ossion of Mr. Henry Hoare untill my her more convenient 
P hall appoint some ot € ith Sachi 
Number of them s eae ‘unction and consult e 
hey shall Act in con] transactions 
place And that they Payments and other tre : 
other in their Recepts and Pay » others Approbation ae 
relating to this Trust takeing oe 4 nor Publick Stock so 
that no Mortgage shall be transterre 
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nor Debt recovered but by the joynt Concurrence of all five or 
the Survivors of them And when any money by that means 
shall be raised it shall be kept in the hands of the said Henry 
Hoare untill my said Executors or the greater Number of them 
shall provide some other place And that no money shall be 
issued out but by the direccon of the greater Number of my 
Executors that shall be living under their hands And I Will 
that they shall not be Answerable the one for the other and 
that they shall not be answerable for any more money set their 
hands to any Rect or Rects for money to be reced such setting 
their hands to such receipts shall not make them answerable 
for the Moneys contained in such receipts unless the money 
contained therein be actually received by them And that they 
shall be not answerable for any Loss that shall happen in 
purchasing placeing out at Interest depositing for safe Custody or 
otherwise provided it be done by the direction and approbacon 
of them all or the greater Number of them And that they may 
imploy such Agents and Receivers under them and with such 
Salaries and Allowances as they shall think fitt and that they shall 
not be answerable for the default miscarriage or insolvency of 
such Agents or Receivers Provided they are imployed by 
the Approbacon of all the others of them And to the end that 
all Accts of my Estate may be safely kept and for avoiding all 
Controversies that may arise thereabout I do appoint and desire 
my Executors to meet once in the year at least to audit the 
Accts of my Reall and Personall Estate not specifically devised 
At which meeting there shall be Acct Books provided for 
entering therein from time to time all things whatsoever for 
which my Executrs are accountable And that they shall all of 
them at their generall meeting sign the Acct then agreed to 
and adjusted by them And further it is my Will that upon 
the death of the said Henry Hoare As well such Moneys as shall 
be remaining in his hands at the time of his death as such 
moneys as shall be paid in raised or reced by my Surviving 
Executors after his death shall from time to time untill the 
same can conveniently be paid away laid out in Lands or placed 
out at Interest be paid into the Bank of England or any other 
good ffund or else continued in such hands as my Surviving 
Executors shall agree upon In Witness whereof I have to this 
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my last Will and Testament 

sheets of Paper besides the pe ow aidan sina 
subscribed my name at the bottom of each of the er ce 
two sheets of paper and to this last sheet sett m aha Fe 
seal this Twenty sixth day of May in the Sixth te ee 

reign of King George And i Pee ae 


n the year of Our Lord 
Thousand Seven hundred and twenty + Edward cue ee 


Signed sealed published and declared by the sai 
and for his last Will and Testament in the ee. Serle 
have hereunto subscribed our names as Witnesses in his presence 
and at his request +- Jos: Edwards, Tho: Elliott, Will: Dickinson 
Edw: Boothe, Robt King + 
The first Schedule (to which my Will referrs) of such poor 
Vicarages or Cures which are thereby intended to have the 
benefitt of One hundred pounds a peice on the termes and 
condicons therein menconed and declared vizt. 


Horfeild ? 

Westbury super Tryme? All in the County of Glocester 
Mangotts feild 

Compton Dunden 

ffilton als Whitchurch 

Tickenham 

Huishe 

Langport Chappell All in the County of Somersett 
Axbridge 

Dunster 

Drayton 

Rowborrowe 

Coxwell in the Diocess of Sarum 

Bradwell near ffilkins in the County of Oxon 


Eynsham | 
Steeple Mordon in the County of Cambridge 
St. Katherine alias Kittering in the County of Northampton 
whereof * te Se 
in Herfordshire, Abra: Ken icar. 
oo Ordered Mr. Hoare to pay £4 at 
Micha: 1721 


Blank. 
1 V 2 V. in 1711-12 to, 
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St Lawrence in Winchester 
Sutton Benger in Wiltshire 
Pilton and Wootton in Somersetshire 


Dinder within 4 miles of Wells at {12. Io p An 

Studland of wch Ben: Culme is Rector, given my Obligation to 
ye Commrs for £100. in Dorsetshire. 

Tuck Dean in ye County of Gloucester at ye request Sr Wm 
Banestre. 

Broad Chalke in ye County of Wilts recommended by Thos 
Edwards senr 

Biddlesden in ye County of Berks recommended by Mrs. 
Cossens ye grocers wife. 

Stapleton in Glocester near Bristoll.? 

Streehall in ye County of Esex. 

EDWARD COLSTON. 


The second Schedule (to which my Will referrs) of severall 
yearly Sumes which I give and devise to the respective Charity 
Schools herein named for the term of twelve years to comence 
from my decease vizt. 


To a Charity School at Longcott in the Parish of Shrevenham 
near ffaringdon in the County of Berks five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Barnstable five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Plymouth five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Brentford five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at ffaringdon in Berks five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Shrevenham near ffaringdon aforesaid 
five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Chewstoke in Somersettshire near 
Bristoll five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Alton in Hampshire five pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Stroud near Rochester in Kent five 
pounds p Ann. 

To a Charity School at ffarnborough near Bath five pounds 
p Ann. 

To a Charity School at Chistlehurst near Bromley in Kent five 
pounds p Ann. 


1 Value in 1711-12, £15. 
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To a Charity School at Stanford 
Berkshire five pounds p Ann 

To a Charity Sc 
— oy es se a the pish of Bradwell in the County of 

ants thereof can make up and maintai 

five and twenty boys five pounds p Ann. ve, 

To =. ee Highgate in the County of Middlesex 

To a Charity School at Box near Bath to Mr Millard. 3 

To a Charity School at St Katherine alias , 
Northampshire {5. 

To a Charity School in Dorchester sett up by Madam Strangways 
£5 to commence from Midsummer 1720. 

To a Charity School at ffroom in Somersetshire {5 to begin at 
Midsummer 1721. 


in the Vale near ffaryndon in 


Kettering in 


EDWARD COLSTON. 


Whereas I have by my Will dated the twenty sixth day of 
May last directed that the residue of my Personall Estate after 
my Debts and Legacies are paid should be laid out in Lands and 
settled on my Grand Neice Sarah Colston my Kinsman ffrancis 
Colston and my Neice Mary Edwards and their severall issues in 
manner as is there menconed Now I do by this Writing (which 
I appoint as Codicill to be annexed to my Will) Declare that it 
is my Will that out of the fourth part of my psonall Estate 
given as aforesaid to my Neice Mary Edwards or from any other 
benefit which she shall take by my Will there shall be raised in 
the first place One hundred pounds to be paid yearly by quarterly 
payments of five and twenty pounds each to her Daughter Sarah 
Campbell late Wife of Capt James Campbell deced during her 
life towards her better Support and maintenance And that * 
husband that she shall or may hereafter intermarry with cm 
have anything to do therewith but that it shall be wees i 
power of any such husband to recover it it being pee - 
her sole and separate use and her receipt alone aie x 
time to be a sufficient discharge for the same’ al : mes 
have in and by my said Will incerted a es . pe hs, 
Person who shall marry with my said Grand Netce 1 on him 
shall not within six months after such Marriage take UP 


1 Sic. 
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the surname of Colston and continue the same That then 
he should take no benefitt by my said Will or to that effect 
Now forasmuch as such Condicon may prove prejudicial] to 
Marriage into some ancient good and wealthy family who may 
be unwilling to part with his own name and take the name of 
Colston In such case therefore it is my desire and Will And I 
do hereby leave it in the power of the Trustees named and 
appointed by my said Will or the greater Number of them to 
dispence with or insist upon the performance of that Condicon 
not doubting but that they will Act therein as will be most to 
the advantage of my said Grand Neice In Witness whereof I 
Edward Colston of Mortlake in the County of Surrey Esgr 
have hereunto sett my hand and seale the first of June in the 
year of Our Lord God One Thousand seven hundred and twenty 
‘; Edward Colston +; Signed Sealed Published and declared 
by the said Edward Colston as and for a Codicill to his Will 
in the presence of us who have subscribed our names as 
Witnesses in his presence and at his request +; Jos: Edwards, 
Tho: Elliott, Will. Dickinson, Edw: Boothe +: 


Whereas on the Settlement made on the Marriage of my 
Nephew Edward Colston deceased with Mary his late Wife 
there is Provision made that in Case my said Nephew should 
die without issue Male leaving one or more daughters which 
should live to attain the Age of eighteen years or be married 
That then the Mannours Rents Lands and Hereditaments therein 
mentioned shall be charged with the raising of the Summ of 
Eleven Thousand pounds for the Portion of such daughter or 
daughters payable at their day of Marriage or their age of 
eighteen years with interest therefore after the rate of four 
pounds p Cent p Annum to be accompted from the death of my 
said Nephew till such Portion should become payable And 
Whereas my said Nephew is lately dead without Issue Male 
But hath left behind him Sarah Colston his only daughter of ye 
age of fourteen years or thereabout And whereas my Personal 
Estate will amount to much more than will pay my Debts 
Legacies and funeral charges Therefore I have and doe by my 
Last Will and Testament directed and appoynted my Exectors 
therein named after my Debts Legacies and funeral Charges 
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d assure one Moiety 


Mannors Lands and heredit 
on my Grand Neice Sarah Colston when She shall be ate 


attain her age of Twenty one years Provid 

husband shall sufficiently idee and selaas jad 
Lands charged with the raising said Eleven Thousand pounds 
from the payment of the interest thereof as is mentioned in said 
Marriage Settlement But forasmuch as the said Mary Colston 
her Mother may be living when the said Eleven Thousand 
pounds shall become payable And I conceive it will be very 
prejudicial to have the Estate setled for the payment thereof to 
be either sold or mortgaged in her Mothers lifetime for the 
payment of said Eleven Thousand pounds or the interest of it 
And it being my intention that only the Estate setled on her 
said Mother in Marriage shall after her death and not betore 
be liable and subject to the payment of the said Eleven Thousand 
pounds Therefore it is my Will and I Order my Exectors not to 
settle that Moiety of the said Mannours and Lands by my said 
Will directed and intended to be purchased and setled on my 
said Grand Neice and her issue untill She shall after her Age of 
Twenty one years (if then sole) or with such person as shall 
be then her husband (if married before her Age of twenty one 
years) or at any time afterwards have absolutely and in due form 
of Law released and fully discharged as well all the Mannours 
and Lands charged or chargeable with the payment of said 
Eleven Thousand pounds and interest as also my Exectors & 
Trustees from ye payment thereof And in case my said Grand 
Neice Sarah or her husband shall either before or after her Age 
of twenty one years in the life time of her Mother or at oy 
other time either demand sue for or require the payment . 
said Eleven Thousand pounds and interest or any part thereo 
or by Mortgage Sale or otherwise raise or pragee ee 
the same or any part thereof That then and in such cas = 

Exectors and Trustees to dedu 

my Will and I doe Order my hased and satied 
out of the Moiety of the Estate so to be pure 
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upon her as aforesaid all monys whatsoever shall be raised 
received or paid to her or her husband upon or by virtue of 
the said Marriage Settlement and all Charges thereabout And 
in such case also it is my Will and I doe Order my said Executors 
and Trustees to settle one fourth part only and no more of the 
Lands so to be purchased on my said Grand Neice Sarah in 
manner as I have before directed the Moiety to be setled And 
doe Order and appoint the other fourth part to be setled on 
my Neice Mary Edwards and my Couzen ffrancis Colston 
equally between them in such manner as I have by my Will 
directed the other two fourth or quarter parts of the Lands 
directed so to be purchased and setled as aforesaid fforasmuch 
as I am intirely satisfied that the Moiety designed my said 
Grand Neice by my Will is abundantly sufficient for her 
Support while sole and if married with a Man of Competent 
Estate for their joynt Support untill such time as they shall 
enjoy the Marriage Settlement by the death of her Mother 
And Whereas I have by my Will given to my Grand Neice 
Mary Edwards Eight Thousand pounds to be paid her at her 
day of Marriage or age of twenty one yeares which shall first 
happen NowlI doe hereby declare And my Intencons are that 
should she be married in my life time what Summ soever I shall 
have given her at her said Marriage shall be accompted as part 
of said Eight Thousand pounds and shall be deducted from the 
same by my Exectors and Trustees And Whereas I have by 
my said Will given severall Summs towards the Support of 
Seaventeen Charity Schools mentioned in a Schedule annexed 
thereto and may augment their Number should it so happen 
(which God forbid) that said Schools or any of them or any 
other Schools towards the Education of whose Children I have 
Contributed or given any Allowance whether they be Boys or 
Girles should not be Continued or bred up in ye Principles of 
ye Church of England as now by Law Established And that 
thereby my said Allowance should be Converted towards the 
breeding them up in other Principles any ways repugnant 
thereto or dissenting therefrom Then I doe hereby revoke and 
disannul all my gifts to such Charity or other Schools And doe 
hereby declare they shall be added to my Personall Estate 
and accompted as part thereof from the very time that said 
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Alteration in their education shall 
Premisses I Edward Colston of 
Surrey have to this Writing contained ; a ele 
and which I appoynt to be annexed as a Codicil to atte 
the first sheet thereof subscribe 
sheet sett my hand and seal th 
the year of Our Lord One Thousand 

twenty + Edward Colston Signed Lat ee rf 
declared by the said Edward Colston as a Codicel to be annexed 


to his Will in the presence of Jos: Edwards, Tho: Elliot 
Boothe, Robt King + lott, Edw: 


be made 


d my name and to the other 
€ twentieth day of Decem: in 


Whereas I have by my last Will dated the 26 May 1720 
given to my Grand Neice Sarah Colston all my household goods 
except one East India Chest in ye house I live in at Mortlake 
wherein is included all my Plate and Pictures Now I doe hereby 
revoke and made void my said devise in case it should so happen 
that she my said Grand Neice should die before She is married 
in which case I appoint my said household goods Plate Pictures 
togeather with the Necklace of Diamonds & buckle of diamonds 
with the gold Watch wch I gave to my said Grand Neice shall 
be equally divided between my Neice Mary Edwards and my 
Kinsman ffrancis Colston But it is my Will that all ye said 
household goods Plate & Pictures shall remaine in said house 
untill the expiration of my lease thereof to be moderately used 
by Thomas Edwards ye younger if he shall inhabite therein 
but soe as they be nott much prejudiced And that he shall 
have liberty to sell and dispose of for his own proper Advantage 
all such greens and trees that I have planted in the garden 
belonging to and adjoyning to said house which he shall judge 

‘udice or breach of my lease 
may be removed without his prejudice as Seated 
And I do hereby direct and appoynt my Exectors to Pp i d to 
rent of said house for the remainder of my term therein 

te And Whereas I have 
charge the same to my Personal Estate 
ll gi ounger flive hundred 
by my said Will given to Robert Carr ye y Ri ss Renaileace 
pounds over and above my Estate at Streethall 1n al 

- ffi e hundred pounds omy 
hereby revoke my said bequest of the ed pounds which 
and doe now give the said gree nite: the profits thereof be 
I Order to be let out at Interest and tha 
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quarterly equally divided between his Mother Elizabeth Carr 
and his Sister Ann James during their joynt lives and after 
during ye life of ye Survivor for her life towards the maintenance 
of the said Ann James whose husband Jonathan by reason of 
his failure haveing had a Statute of Bankrupt taken out against 
him And therefore it ismy Will that he should have nothing to 
doe with it nor yet that it shalbein any sort liable to the Statute 
but that her receipt shalbe a sufficient discharge for her part of 
the interest that shall accrew therefrom and that after both 
their deaths it shall revert to Robert Carr the younger to be 
enjoyed by him as was at first intended And Whereas I have 
promised to lend unto John Beavis son to Elizabeth Beavis my 
Neighbour Two hundred pounds to enable him to set up his 
Trade (the term of his apprenticeship being lately expired) 
I do hereby direct and empower my Exectors (if it shall not 
appear that I have don it in my lifetime) to furnish him with 
One hundred pounds thereof on his own single bond and the 
other One hundred pounds on his joynt bond with another 
man of sufficient Creditt to repay the same And that neither he 
nor they shalbe oblidged to repay said respective Summs before 
ye End of three years if they be desirous to Continue them so 
long unless they find evident Cause to call them in before that 
time upon just grounds of suspicion that otherwise the whole 
or part may be lost Item I give to his said Mother Elizabeth 
Beavis One hundred pounds for as much as She hath ben very 
helpfull and assistant to me in my indispositions Item I give 
to Mary the Wife of my Kinsman ffrancis Colston two hundred 
pounds for the benefit of her son Edward Whereas I have 
ordered by my Will that my Personal Estate shall be laid out 
in the Purchase of Lands which when purchased are to be setled 
to the several Uses mentioned in my said Will And Whereas 
since the publication thereof I have purchased an Estate held 
in the Mannour of Taunton in the County of Somersett of 
John Sherford which was surrendered to ffrancis Colston and 
Thomas Oldfeild in trust for me and my heirs And Whereas 
I may hereafter purchase other Lands or Tenements Now it 1s 
my express Meaning and Will that the said Lands so already 
purchased or any other Lands Tenements and hereditaments 
which may hereafter be purchased by me in my life time shall 
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goe to and be devided in such m 
and to such Person and Persons 

ordered and appoynted by my said Will. “ates ow 
I have to this present writing set my hand desirin 7 ee 
added as a Codicel to my said Will this twenty tarkthy ann ‘ 
Decemr in the year of Our Lord One thousand seaven hu 5 

and twenty ++ Edward Colston. Signed Sealed Published é 
declared by the said’ Edward Colston in the presence of 

a Codicel to my Will + 3p 


Eliz: Beavis, John Bissell, Arthur Webb +4 


anner and in such Proportions 


Proved 18 Dec. 1721 by oaths of Thomas Edwards. sen 
Thomas Edwards, jun. and Francis Colston Esquires and 
Henry Hoare and Robert Carr, Gentlemen and Executors 
named in said Will to whom Administration was granted. 


Acknowledgement of receipt, 3 March 1721 (-2), from the 
Deputy Register of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, of 
the original of above Will, signed by Thos. Edwards and Thos. 
Edwards, jun. 


Note of same date signed by the public notary etc. stating 
that the above is a faithful copy of the original. 


Note 7 May 1770, stating that the Original was returned to 
the above Registry by Mary Comyn, widow, executrix of 
Francis Colston. 


tor 
11 





Appendix II, 


A QUITE simple explanation of the tradition that Edward Colston 
spent part of his infant days and another portion of his life in his 
father’s house, erroneously stated to have been situated in Small 
Street, has most unexpectedly come to light. Garrard evidently 
adopted in 1852 the current tradition and built upon it his imaginative 
stories of the party ‘“‘in the noble mansion in Small Street” to 
celebrate the christening of William Colston’s eldest son Edward and 
of other happenings there. The same false tradition is responsible 
for the identification for so many years of the Bristol Law Library - 
with Edward Colston’s house. 

On September 2oth, 1920, Mr. F. H. Goldney, of Beechfields, 
near Corsham, Wilts—who had received from the publishers a 
prospectus of this book—wrote to the present writer: ‘‘ Among my 
large collection of documents relating to my ancestors of Goldney 
House, Clifton, I find four William Colston deeds 1602-1624. The 
enclosed notes of them may interest you.” Other letters passed, 
with the result that the present writer motored out to Beechfield in 
“ The Village of Pickwick,” on October 5th, 1920, and enjoyed one 
of those “‘ rare times in life,’ for Mr. Goldney produced many most 
interesting deeds with their seals attached. 

Many related to the house in Small Street and dated from 1547 
to 1719. Among these deeds were :— 

2oth Feb., 1577, and to which were annexed title deeds dated 
1oth August, 1547, 21st October, 1557, and 1st January, 1564, a 
conveyance of a house in Small Street, which ‘extendeth from 
the said streete called Small Street forwarde unto the Guildhall of 
the said Cytie backwards.” 

The title of this house proceeded quite regularly till we arrived 
at the four ‘‘ William Colston ’’ deeds above mentioned :— 

1602, Dec. 1st. Lease of house in Small Streete within the Parish 
of St. Warburge to ‘‘ William Colston late one of the Sheriffes of 
the Citie of Bristol merchantt,’’ and the house is described, ‘“‘ and 
extendeth from Small Strete aforesaid on the fore part westward 
unto the backen parte of a little room or seller . . . backwards 
on the est pte.” 

1604, May 17th. Sale of House in Small Street to “ William 
Colston of Bristol aforesaid merchant” which is described as “in 
eae there called Small Streete on the Est side of the same 
streete,” 
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EDWARD COLSTON 


1623, April 3oth. ea 
of. 1604, Prul 3 An assignment by William Colston of the deed 


1624, Oct. 25th. Settlement 
wife Alice and upon his daug tates 


4 Senge ping house. 

rom these deeds it is clear that a certain W; 

as ; ce ) 
live in a house in Small Street, now Ee! saleaen Nias did 
Library, but he was not the Wil nistol Law 


liam Colston the f 
Colston, but has been confused with him and hence i eae 
The William Colston mentioned in the lease of 1602 ad aa 


had been.Sheriff and a member of the old C 
orporation of Bri 
died about August, 1603, about five years Reicks William Colston 


(who also was Sheriff and a member of th : 
the father of Edward Colston, was saa “The ‘William ors 7 
mentioned in the lease of 1602 was the elder brother of Richard 
‘ Colston, the father of William Colston, the father of Edward Colston 

The William Colston mentioned in the deeds of 1604, 1623 and 
1624 was the son of the William Colston mentioned in the lease 
of 1602, but was not so prominent a man. 

It is quite easy to see how subsequent generations confused the 
two William Colstons (who held the same offices) and their house of 
residence, and so arose the false tradition in reference to Edward 
Colston. 

The remaining deeds of Mr. Goldney carried on the title of the 
house in Small Street till January 23rd, 1719. In a deed dated 
25th December, 1667, a third part of the beneficiary’s interest in 
this house was valued at {150, so the total value was £450; and 
having regard to the value of money and property in those days, it 
is clear that it was a house of some importance at that date. 

1865. Writing of this date, Latimer,* after explaining that in 
1865 Bristol Corporation considered a long delayed necessity, the 
building of a New Assize Court, states: “In August, 1867, the 
Council at length adopted the plan, which was eventually carried 
into effect. The architect succeeded in preserving two Romanesque 
chambers in the mansion in Small Street erroneously styled 
‘Colston’s’ . . . Theinteresting ancient apartments were granted 
to the Incorporated Law Society, who fitted them up for their 
Library.” 


1 See Rev. A. B. Beaven’s Bristol Lists, p. 196. 
2 Annals of Bristol in the N ineteenth Century, Pp. 419. 
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